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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 8:55 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: Policy action needed for NC's building performance and energy efficiency industry

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Industry Professionals, 
 
Following the success of our member-led Lobby Days last month, NCBPA has been working hard to 
improve state and federal policies relating to energy efficient, green and high performance buildings. We 
do this work on behalf of our member companies and sponsors, their hardworking employees, our state's 
economy, the environment and, well, all of North Carolina, really.  
 
When NCBPA members led the development of our industry's Energy Efficiency Policy Roadmap in 2017, 
we knew that our state had more potential than the two - just two - energy efficiency policies enabled in our 
state in the past 23 years. Last year, our 2018 Lobby Days garnered support from legislators that was then 
strengthened by our Energy Efficiency Potential Report that identified a 16.8% potential for building energy 
savings and a wealth of consumer, economic and environmental benefits to go along with it.  
 
I'm happy to report that this much needed policy work is taking off wildly at the NC General 
Assembly. We are making historic progress in a short amount of time. However, we need to account 
for the far too many opportunities for energy efficiency policy that passed us by in the past two decades. It 
wasn't for a lack of benefit or opportunity - it was that energy efficiency lacked a champion. Building 
performance and energy efficiency policy are bipartisan matters that comprise the largest employment and 
revenue sector of North Carolina's clean energy economy - by far. Despite those facts, they've been 
relegated to last place in North Carolina's clean energy policy landscape.  
 
That era stops today. NCBPA is proud to represent the companies and professionals that know how an 
#EnergyEfficiencyFirst strategy improves the net return and value of renewable energy, electric vehicles 
and energy storage.  
 
And, we're already on our way to success. On April 3rd, the NC House resoundingly passed our top priority 
legislation HB330 the "Efficient Government Buildings & Savings Act of 2019" by 118-2. This bill extends 
one of the two energy efficiency policies enabled in the past 23 years and meshes with the Governor's 
Executive Order from last fall. This legislation creates nearly $800 Million of work for our industry 
through 2025 and will net taxpayers $252 Million of savings, all while making state buildings work better 
and their occupants more healthy and productive. That is the benefit of energy efficiency policy.  
 
Below you'll find a variety of state and federal policy updates of importance to our industry. As the statewide 
not-for-profit trade association for architects, builders, contractors and many others involved in building 
performance, it's our job to keep you informed and let you know how you can support these important 
issues. 

 Read these articles to improve your understanding of our industry's policy matters.  
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 Contact your legislators to support and oppose legislation. You can play a role.  
 Sign-on to federal letters that support our industry. Doing so is quick, easy and impactful.  
 Join our monthly Policy & Legislation Committee open to all member professionals.  
 And, if you're not already a member company, Join NCBPA to support our work on these and other 

important industry matters.  
 
Our work gets better and better and better with every new member company that joins. Support your 
industry and receive the many benefits of doing so in return. 
 
I welcome your questions, comments and support on these important matters. Want to talk about them? 
My cell phone is below. Yes, I'm giving my cell phone number to more than 10,000 industry professionals. 
Why? Because I work for you and right now we need your support. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be of service to you and our industry. 
 
Best Regards, 

 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
North Carolina Building Performance Association (NCBPA) 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

NCBPA members Aaron Hope of Southern Energy Management, Daniel Kauffman of Enpira, Alysa 
Watkins of Schneider Electric, Tim Gasper of Siemens Industry, NCBPA staff Ryan Miller, Craig Rushing 

of Ingersoll Rand and Adam Sippel of Brady Trane 
 

State Legislative Update 
 

 

  



3

 

HB330 "Efficient Government 
Buildings & Savings Act" 
 
Action Requested: 
SUPPORT THIS BILL 
 
Contact your your State Senator and 
ask them to support its advancement in 
the Senate.  
 
If your representative is a member of 
the Senate State & Local Government 
Committee, please contact them 
immediately to request that it be heard 
in an upcoming committee meeting.  

 

SUPPORT HB330: 
Public Buildings Energy and Water 
Savings "Performance Contracting" 

In 2018, NCBPA member companies pushed the extension of 
our state's performance contracting program to the top of 
NCBPA's legislative priorities for 2019. Following the 
Governor's Executive Order #80 in the fall of 2018 that 
emphasized energy and water savings in state buildings, the 
time was certainly right for this legislation.  
 
During NCBPA's successful Lobby Days back in March, our 
members met with Senate and House leadership to finish 
crafting the bill and develop a plan to advance it. On April 3rd, 
that hard work paid off when HB330 the "Efficient 
Government Buildings & Savings Act" passed the House 
118-2. Why such a bipartisan landslide vote? The bill makes 
sense all around and speaks to our industry's work directly - 
saving energy and saving water is good for the state, good for 
taxpayers and good for the environment.  
 
Click here to read more about the bill including comments 
from NCBPA's Executive Director and Principal Lobbyist Ryan 
Miller on how the bill will generate nearly $800M worth of work 
for public and private industry professionals.  
 
NCBPA is the lead organization working to enable this bill and 
needs your support to successfully advance it through the 
Senate. Support our policy work by becoming a member of 
the association or by making a non-tax deductible 
contribution.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Energy Seat Addition to NC Building Code 
Council: Blocked, For Now 

Despite strong bipartisan support provided during our 2019 
Lobby Days, NCBPA's second priority legislation is currently 
on hold due to opposition from the home building industry.  
 
NCBPA proposed an amendment that would add an Energy 
seat to the NC Building Code Council, which would provide 
an energy efficiency and clean energy expert on the council to 
help make decisions on future code changes. In addition to the 
Energy seat, NCBPA sought to add a second Building 
Commissioning seat, which is needed to increase the attention 
provided to commercial buildings and to keep the number of 
seats as an odd number (currently 17).  
 
NCBPA had garnered a commitment from a legislator that was 
ready and willing to file our amendment this session, but, 
unfortunately, due to opposition from the home building 
industry, they are not willing to file it. NCBPA will continue to 
lobby for this bill during the 2019 session. 
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SUPPORT HB329:  
Exempt EV Stations / Public Utilities 
Regulations 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals support 
HB329, which seeks to exempt electric vehicle charging 
stations from being regulated as public utilities. Click here to 
read a recent article about the bill's need and impact.  
 
To support this bill, contact your Senator and express your 
support. Then, reach out to us to get involved in our efforts to 
support this bill!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

SUPPORT SB338: 
Enable Tiered Electricity Rates, Create a 
Green Bank and Incentive ENERGY STAR 
Household Products 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals support 
SB338, which enables tiered electricity rates across all 
ratepayer types to encourage energy efficiency, creates a 
"green bank" to be used for loans for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects, and creates an incentive for 
consumers to purchase ENERGY STAR household products.  
 
To support this bill, contact your Senator and express your 
support. Then, reach out to us to get involved in our efforts to 
support this bill!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

SUPPORT SB513: 
Establish State Goal of 100% Clean Energy 
by 2050 and Promote Green Jobs 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals support 
SB513, which establishes a state goal of 100% clean energy 
by 2050 and promotes the creation of green jobs.  
 
To support this bill, contact your Senator and express your 
support. Then, reach out to us to get involved in our efforts to 
support this bill!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

SUPPORT HB275: 
Funds Guildford County Schools Pilot for 
High-Wage and High-Skills Job Training 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals support 
HB275, which funds a Guilford County Schools pilot program 
to better prepare its students for high-wage and high-skills 
careers in industries including building performance.  
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To support this bill, contact your House Representative and 
express your support. Then, reach out to us to get involved in 
our efforts to support this bill!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Commercial PACE Financing: 
Are you interested? 

NCBPA led the introduction of North Carolina's Commercial 
Property Assessed Capital Expenditures (C-PACE) 
Financing bill in early 2017 that has been parked in Senate 
Rules due to concerns from the Treasurer's Office regarding 
the constitutionality of the program's financing mechanism. The 
C-PACE program would first need to be enabled at the state 
level and then implemented by local governments in order to 
support private financing to private companies for energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and other projects through 
property tax assessments.  
 
NCBPA has been contacted recently by national PACE 
industry advocates, banks and program administrators with 
interest in advancing 2017's SB493 in this session.  
 
To support this bill, reach out to us directly for more 
information on possible next steps. The more support we have, 
the more action we can take!  

 

 

 

  

 

NCBPA recommends that supporters: 
 
Contact Rep. Mark Brody (R-55) with 
your opposition to this bill language. Let 
him know that it's unnecessary and a 
further attempt to weaken NC's energy 
code.  
 
Contact your House Representatives 
to let them know that you oppose this 
language.  
 
Builders: Contact NCHBA's legislative 
team with your opposition to this bill 
language. Let them know that you do 
not support it.  

 

OPPOSE Energy Efficiency Reductions in 
HB675 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals oppose one 
section of proposed amendments to HB675, a bill that involves 
a wealth of technical building code changes.  
 
On page 3 line 26 of this bill, new language is included that 
would add a cost-benefit analysis of all proposed changes to 
the NC Energy Code based on a five-year payback period and 
impacts on the energy efficiency of the entire structure. NCBPA 
believes this language is yet another legislative attempt to 
prevent moderate improvements to energy efficiency and roll-
back the mediocre standards we already have. Last session, 
energy efficiency requirements for attached residential garages 
were written out entirely with no financial justification at all in 
HB573 (page 4 section 2.(a)).  
 
The vagueness of this language will make energy efficiency 
and clean energy improvements difficult to make for many 
years to come. And worse off, the financial analysis is to be 
performed by the Council itself, a body that - by statute - lacks 
an Energy professional in its ranks. How would the Council 
prove financial justification for a verification method like blower 
door testing in homes or the installation of EV charging stations 
in commercial buildings?  
 
In addition, it will be incredibly challenging to tie the impacts of 
proposed energy code changes to the energy efficiency of the 
entire structure. Residential energy code changes already 
have to pass a substantial economic impact for any cost 
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increase over $80 per housing unit. How will this new 
justification be applied? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

OPPOSE HB543 and HB726:  
Reduction and Repeal of REPS 

NCBPA recommends that industry professionals oppose both 
HB543 and HB726, which seek to reduce and repeal 
(respectively) NC's current Renewable Energy & Energy 
Efficiency Portfolio Standard (REPS). REPS has provided a 
wealth of incentives for NC's clean energy industry to prosper 
and needs to be maintained.  
 
Contact your House Representative to voice your opposition 
and then reach out to us directly for more information on 
possible next steps. The more support we have, the more 
action we can take!  

 

Federal Legislative Update 
 

 

  

Sign-On to Support the Blue Collar to 
Green Jobs Development Act of 2019 

NCBPA asks that all industry professionals sign-on to an NC-
specific letter in support of the Blue Collar to Green Jobs 
Development Act of 2019, which is making its way through the 
U.S. House of Representatives.  
 
This legislation would create a comprehensive, nationwide 
program to improve education and training for jobs in energy-
related industries, including residential energy efficiency and 
renewable energy retrofits, in order to increase the number of 
skilled workers qualified to fill these jobs. We urge you to 
support this legislation to address the need for a robust and 
qualified workforce in order to fill the employment needs of the 
growing residential energy efficiency and clean energy 
industries. 
 
Learn more about this important legislation here: 

 The Workforce to Build It: The Blue Collar to Green 
Jobs Act 

 Green energy needs to start early to recruit workers, 
House panel says 

 Exelon Utilities CEO Anne Pramagiorre offers support 
for Blue Collar to Green Jobs Act in testimony before 
House Energy & Commerce Committee 

 Connecticut advocate backs "Green Energy" jobs 
training bill in Congress 

 Rush announces legislative hearing on clean energy 
infrastructure and the workforce to build it 

 

 

Blue Collar to Green Jobs 
Development Act of 2019 
 
Action Requested: 
SIGN THIS LETTER CAMPAIGN 
 
Click here to sign-on to NCBPA's 
letter campaign by April 26th. All you 
need to do is provide your contact 
information and we'll add you to the 
letter.  
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Sign-On to Support Continued Funding for 
U.S. Department of Energy Programs 

Industry professionals are asked to sign-on to a letter 
campaign being coordinated by E4TheFuture seeking robust 
FY2020 budget funding for the Department of Energy's 
programs at the Building Technology Office and 
Weatherization and Intergovernmental Activities.  
 
These programs return benefits and savings to American 
homeowners, consumers, and businesses many times more 
than the public’s investment. We urge you to increase funding 
for FY2020 to ensure these programs continue to advance 
increased economic and energy productivity.  
 
Click here to view NCBPA's September 2017 recap about our 
members participating in Federal Lobby Days on these same 
issues, which resulted in strong budgeting of these DOE 
programs. NCBPA's Ryan Miller successfully led a group of 
contractors from Arizona, California and Wisconsin during the 
Lobby Days in 2018 on these same issues.  

 

 

FY2020 Funding for U.S. DOE 
Programs 
 
Action Requested: 
SIGN THIS LETTER CAMPAIGN 
 
Click here to sign-on to an industry 
letter to Chairwoman Kaptur, Ranking 
Member Simpson, Chairman 
Alexander and Ranking Member 
Feinstein to save jobs and prevent 
devastating budget cuts.  

 

 

  

Join NCBPA to Support Your Industry and Receive Benefits 
 

NCBPA represents the companies and professionals that make North Carolina 
homes and buildings better. 
 
Our membership is open to all companies - architects, builders, contractors, product 
suppliers and many others - that want to make a difference and receive the benefits of 
association in doing so. Our benefits include: 

 Bi-weekly industry newsletter 
 Committee participation on building codes, policy, consumer education and more 
 Leads, referrals and new business opportunities 
 Access to members-only industry surveys and reports 
 Free and discounted networking events, workshops and meetings 

 
245 companies support our work. Does yours? 
 
Click here to join today for as little as $25 per month per company. 

 

 

 

  

Have questions? Contact NCBPA's expert staff for technical assistance, business support 
and much more! Call 919-841-6207 or email Info@BuildingNC.org with comments and 
questions!  

 

 

     

 

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  

Unsubscribe ryan@buildingnc.org  
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