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#MembersFirst Newsletter 
December 16, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
What a year it's been! Wow! I think we've all earned some time off this holiday season, don't 
you? 
 
But yes, before we do... there are still some important work items to take care of! 
 
Rest assured that Team NCBPA will be working over the holidays to queue up new 
opportunities to help our members' businesses and careers grow in 2020. Our holiday (and 
maybe early January) to-do list includes: 

 A new newsletter format (it will be shorter, I promise) 
 Setting up our 2020 HERS Rater Market Development Project 
 Scheduling new committee and working group meetings 
 Rolling out a new Strategic Plan 
 Drafting articles on key industry topics and trends 
 Onboarding a new Board of Directors 
 Developing the first workforce resources to be published in early 2020 
 Setting up plans for our NC industry promotional campaign that will span for all of 

2020 
 Launching a residential market valuation pilot in Wilmington 
 Setting up member-focused projects related to the new NC EE Roadmap and Clean 

Energy Plan 
 
More on those items in January... 
 
As expected, this bi-weekly newsletter is packed packed PACKED with industry news, 
project updates, new business opportunities, events and much more. I suppose it's what 
you all expect from us still, right? Scroll down for more info on: 
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 New energy efficiency incentives and program improvements from Duke Energy - 
please take the 3-question survey on non-residential EE programs if you can! 

 Enabling Commercial PACE legislation - Yes, we're still working on it! 
 Correcting energy code references to REScheck and COMcheck, see below article 

with Leon Meyers that is a great case study of how we'll be working with our members 
in 2020 to achieve small and large successes on code. 

 Duke Energy Residential New Construction Program expansion - good news below! 
 New Workforce Development Summit in Pittsboro on Feb 4th! 

 
And don't forget! We've just announced that our annual conference is back and will be WAY 
bigger and better than ever! In partnership with PHCC of NC and ten outstanding industry 
partners, NCBPA will co-host the 2020 Southeast Building Professionals Conference & 
Expo on August 24 - 26, 2020 at the Raleigh Convention Center. Save time and budget to 
attend more than 100 educational sessions (available, of course), an exhibit hall of 100 
fantastic vendors, networking events, site tours and much more! See more info below! 
 
And lastly, if your company does have some non-tax deductible budget left over to spend 
by the 31st, we'd love and appreciate any financial contributions you're able to make to 
support our work on these initiatives: 

 Sponsoring our workforce summit on Feb 4th 
 Sign-up early for a booth to our conference 
 Become a conference sponsor 
 Contribute to our HERS Rater market development project 
 Fund our advocacy and lobbying plans 

 
If you're able to, click here to make a non-tax deductible contribution to NCBPA!  
 
Thank you to ALL our existing and new members for your support and membership. I hope 
that you all have a happy holiday season! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & CEO 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
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Ingersoll Rand Introduces Future Climate 
Company, Trane Technologies 

Featuring: Ingersoll Rand, member company 
 
Ingersoll-Rand plc (NYSE: IR) today introduced its pure-play climate 
company, announcing the new company name, strategy and 
executive leadership team. 
 
The climate company will be named Trane Technologies 
plc,1 elevating its market leading Trane® brand and celebrating the 
power of technological innovation. Trane Technologies will be a 
global leader in climate control and is expected to trade on the New 
York Stock Exchange under the ticker “TT.” Through its strategic 
brands, Trane® and Thermo King®, and portfolio of climate-focused 
innovations, Trane Technologies will create efficient and sustainable 
solutions for buildings, homes and transportation. 
 
“Global megatrends are pushing climate action to the forefront of the 
world’s agenda,” said Michael W. Lamach, chairman and CEO of the 
current Ingersoll Rand and of the future Trane Technologies. “We 
excel where these megatrends intersect with our advanced 
technologies and powerful innovation. Building on our leadership in 
sustainability, Trane Technologies will redefine the status quo for our 
industry and challenge what is possible for our customers and the 
world.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Chasing Greater Efficiency in New Homes 

Featuring: Matthew Cooper of PEG, member company  
 
Residential building energy code adoption and implementation have 
expanded steadily in the U.S. in recent years, with roughly 40 percent 
of states having a residential energy efficiency code that is 
equivalent to or higher than the 2015 IECC. With all the progress 
that’s occurred in recent years, is the building industry reaching peak 
efficiency? If not, what more can be done to spur states to adopt and 
enforce building energy efficiency codes, and how does the industry 
support home builders still struggling to understand new codes? 
Insulation Institute spoke with Matthew Cooper, Senior Vice 
President of PEG LLC, about the current state of code adoption, 
implementation, and enforcement and what measures could improve 
energy-efficient construction in the U.S. today and in the future.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Designing for Uncertainty: Tour NC State's 
New Plant Sciences Building Tomorrow 

Featuring: Mike Kapp of NC State University, member 
professional 
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Utilizing a new method for programming and designing large-scale, 
grant-driven research facilities, Flad has designed North Carolina 
State University's Plant Sciences Building with the goal of 
maximizing the collaborative potential among disciplines across the 
university, as well as among industry and academic organizations. 
This presentation will address the process of developing a flexible 
program that addresses the uncertain nature of future research 
domains and how that process was applied to design this 184,000-
square-foot facility in a campus context. The resulting design reflects 
a resource-intensive program that includes molecular imaging, 
genomics and proteomics, containment greenhouses, and plant 
growth chambers–providing a platform with the longevity to support 
generations of research groups with minimal renovation. Particular 
attention is given to the rooftop containment greenhouse from design 
to documentation and delivery within the framework of the CM-at-
Risk delivery model.  
 
Click here to register for the tour. 

 

 

  

  

NAPHC2019 Interview: Kimberly Llewellyn of 
Mitsubishi Electric's Performance 
Construction Team 

Featuring: Mitsubishi Electrric, Allied Partner 
 
Kimberly Llewellyn is a building science powerhouse, innovator, and 
connector. Technical lead of Mitsubishi Electric’s Performance 
Construction Team, her motto is, “Balance theory and practice, keep 
your boots dirty, hold skilled trades in high regard and refuse to gloss 
over inconvenient field realities.” At next week’s North American 
Passive House Conference 2019 in DC, Kimberley will be teaching 
a pre-conference workshop, “Current Best Practice For Utilization Of 
Heat Pumps In PHIUS Compliant Projects” and presenting a core 
conference session, “A Tale of Four Cities: A Global Take on Product 
Development, Load Calcs,” with Sayo Okada of Passive House 
Institute Japan. I spoke with Kimberly on Monday about her work with 
Mitsubishi Electric, her perspectives on manufacturer innovation and 
the North American Passive House market, and her upcoming talks 
at NAPHC2019.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Leon Meyers of BuildSense Successfully 
Introduces REScheck and COMcheck Code 
Change Proposals 

Featuring: BuildSense, member company 
 
NCBPA is proud to recognize Leon Meyers of member company 
BuildSense for successfully introducing and defending an energy 
code change proposal involving corrections to inaccurate references 
to North Carolina-specific REScheck and COMcheck software in our 
current code. In addition, the proposal corrected the references to 
the 2018 IECC, a small but important step for advancing NC's energy 
codes responsibly. 
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A detailed account of how the code change proposal was introduced 
and defended is provided later on in our code update. 
 
For now, NCBPA would like to recognize and thank Leon for his time 
and efforts in submitting and defending this proposal. It passed the 
two committees and full NC Building Code Council on the first try, 
thanks to strong preparation and an effective cost-benefit analysis 
developed by NCBPA. 

 

 

 

  

  

Henry Company Air Barrier Case Study at High 
Point University 

Featuring: Henry Company, member company 
 
High Point University was in the process of undergoing a strategic 
growth initiative on campus, which included the construction of the 
Nido and Mariana Qubein Arena, Conference Center and Hotel. The 
air barrier system specified on the project originally called for Henry 
Air-Bloc 17MR Vapor Permeable Air Barrier. Just before installing 
Air-Bloc 17MR, it was discovered that more than 5,000 sq. ft. of 
sheathing joints had inadvertently been treated using a silicone joint 
sealer. This presented a unique challenge for the air barrier 
contractor because of compatibly issues with silicone. This left the 
air barrier contractor with two options: remove the sheathing and 
reinstall with a compatible joint sealer, or apply an air barrier system 
that was compatible with the silicone joint treatment already used.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Building Clarity and SAS to Bring Smart 
Buildings Analytics Coursework 

Featuring: Building Clarity, member company 
 
Cities have the opportunity to reduce energy use and carbon footprint 
by cracking down on inefficient buildings. Building Clarity and SAS, 
pioneers in smart building analytics, will offer students in NC State’s 
Institute for Advanced Analytics’ Master of Science in Analytics 
(MSA) program the opportunity to learn how analyzing sensor and 
other data can transform old and new structures into smart, efficient 
buildings. Building Clarity and SAS have been selected as sponsors 
of the MSA practicum class of 2020. 
 
In the practicum, students will focus on applying machine learning 
and artificial intelligence techniques to IoT data from building sensors 
to solve real-world problems. For instance, data from a city building 
revealed that one room was using a disproportionate amount of 
energy. A visit to the room quickly revealed that a refrigerator was 
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placed in front of the thermostat, causing the air conditioner to run 
continuously. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

National and Regional News Highlights from 
New Partner Organization USGBC 

Featuring: USGBC, NEW partner organization 
 
NCBPA is pleased to announce that last week we signed a 
Partnership Memorandum of Understanding with USGBC that 
creates new opportunities for our organizations to work together on 
energy efficient, green building and high performance construction 
initiatives in North Carolina and beyond. As part of the partnership, 
USGBC has signed on to host the "Green Building & Resiliency" 
track at NCBPA's August 2020 Conference. Be on the lookout for 
new opportunities to collaborate with USGBC, its members and allied 
organizations. For now, here are a few highlights of regional and 
national news from USGBC: 

 LEED reaches new milestone, surpasses 100,000 
commercial green building projects 

 USGBC announces vision for LEED Positive 
 Announcing the Carolinas 2019 Sustainable Business 

Awards Winners 
 USGBC announces 2019 leadership award recipients for 

outstanding commitments to advanced green building 
 

 

 

  

  

Many Member Companies Are Looking to Hire! 

Considering a job change or know someone that's looking to join our 
industry? Take a look at NCBPA's Job Board! There are hundreds of 
positions open with member companies all across the state! From 
entry level to senior management, there is a role available! 
 
Visit our Job Board to see available positions with these and other 
member companies: 
 

 Southern Energy Management 
 EcoStructure Energy Consulting 
 Siemens 
 Alpha EMC 
 Franklin Energy 
 Ingersoll Rand 
 Advanced Energy 
 Performance Point 
 Everblue Training 
 Piedmont Service Group 
 ROCKWOOL 
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Highlighted Job Seeker: Kristle Richardson 

Kristle is seeking a full-time position with a building performance or 
clean energy firm in North Carolina. Since earning her 
undergraduate degree in Environmental Science and Economics in 
2013, Kristle has held several industry internships in Washington, 
DC, Philadelphia, PA and Fairfax, VA. In these positions, she has 
earned experience with healthy buildings, LEED certifications and 
community development project financing. Kristle earned her 
Masters Degree in International Affairs from Penn State in 
2019. Now, Kristle is looking to use her industry experience and 
sustainability interests to benefit a firm in North Carolina. 
 
Connect with Kristle on LinkedIn here. 
 
View her resume on our Job Seekers page here.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Updates from NCBPA 
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Here are some highlights of recent NCBPA communications, events, ongoing advocacy 
campaigns and ways that you can get involved in our work! For more information, login to 
our new Member Portal and type in password "BuildingsPerform" when prompted.  

 

  

  

Survey Request from Duke Energy on Non-Residential EE Programs 

Non-residential members are highly encouraged to participate in a 3-question survey from Duke Energy's 
non-residential energy efficiency program managers seeking your input on how they can improve and 
expand programs that your company and its customers presently or could participate in. 
 
The survey includes background information provided directly from Duke Energy about their thoughts on 
improvements they'd like to see to the Small Business Energy Saver (SBES) and Trade Ally (TA) programs, 
for example. 
 
Your responses will be provided to Duke Energy anonymously unless you include your name in a response, 
which you are welcomed to do. Doing so will allow NCBPA and/or Duke Energy to follow-up with you for 
more information. 
 
NCBPA will send out the responses when the survey closes. 
 
Please respond by next Monday, December 23rd! 

 

 

  

  

Commercial PACE Financing: Yes, we're still working on it! 

Remember that bill that we wrote back in 2017 to enable Commercial PACE (C-PACE) Financing at the 
state level? Do you remember when it garnered strong support from legislators, state government officials 
and leading political organizations? Do you also remember when it was stalled out due to opposition from 
the Treasurer's office? 
 
Well, we do. 
 
Despite continued setbacks, NCBPA and two of our partner organizations have continued working on the 
possible establishment of a C-PACE program for North Carolina. Currently, we have a law firm (being paid 
for by a partner, thanks to them) performing legislative and constitutional research on this issue while our 
staff works with the Governor's office to obtain more information from the Treasurer's office regarding their 
(continued?) opposition to the bill and program. 
 
Click here for background information on C-PACE and contact Ryan if you'd like more information. We'll 
be sure to send out an update as soon as we have something more to share! 

 

  

  

Duke Energy RNC Expansion Update: Success! (in part!) 

Thanks to the growing public comments sent in by our member companies, partners and other interested 
parties, earlier this month the North Carolina Utilities Commission ordered a hearing with Duke Energy and 
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Piedmont Natural Gas to discuss the possible expansion of Duke Energy's Residential New Construction 
Program to the Duke Energy Carolinas territory. Read more about the program here. 
 
According to the hearing notice, public comments organized by NCBPA and submitted by our members 
and others were the direct reason for the Commission ordering the hearing. This is an incredible example 
of the role that we all play in bringing greater progress to our industry! 
 
Click here to read more information about this initiative including how you can submit comments. 
 
Next Steps: We are waiting to hear on whether or not our member companies are needed/requested to 
attend the hearing and will let you know as soon as we find out. For now, if you're interested, hold the day 
of January 27th to be in Raleigh for the hearing. 

 

  

  

Building & Energy Code Update 

Click here to view the minutes of NCBPA's committee meetings in our Member Portal, including our last 
one on December 4th.  
 
Three Important Updates: 
 
For residential companies:  
The Spray Foam/ERI table and definition changes that were passed by the NC Building Code Council 
during their last meeting in September are still NOT officially code due to a lack of financial justification for 
the changes. In last week's meeting, NCBCC staff stated that items D-7, D-8 and D-9 that were submitted 
by NCHBA (with support from Jeff Tiller and Icynene) were still on hold for becoming official code due to a 
rules review request of a fiscal note. For those of you that remember the failed insulation rollback from 
2018, this current issue is the same one that prevented that code change from being implemented, despite 
passing the NCBCC. For now, these code changes are on hold until the NC Office of State Budget 
Management can create the fiscal note, which is expected in January. If the cost impact is determined to 
be more than $1M, the code change would be denied and go back to the NCBCC for changes and 
discussion. If less, which NCBCC staff thinks is likely, the code change will be approved and officially 
become code. NCBPA has not taken a formal position on this particular code change as few of our 
members voiced concern or opposition for it. However, due to the lack of financial justification (essentially, 
a cost-benefit analysis) that was provided during three quarterly meetings for the code change proposal, 
we support the current rules review process to ensure that future energy code changes, whether submitted 
by NCBPA or others, face a level playing field. We will report back on this issue when we learn more 
information, likely in January.  
 
More Information on Leon Meyers' REScheck and COMchec Proposal: 
As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, member Leon Meyers of BuildSense successfully introduced an 
energy code change proposal that would close a loophole in references to North Carolina-specific 
REScheck and COMcheck versions for energy code compliance, which, as most of our members know, 
are actually NOT available due to DOE not providing the softwares on account of North Carolina's energy 
codes becoming too far removed from the IECC standards. In addition to "cleaning up" the references, 
Leon proposed that the correct references, which could be either the 2015 IECC or the 2018 IECC, should 
be "keyed" to the 2018 IECC. For this part of the proposal, NCBPA's Ryan Miller presented this cost-benefit 
analysis to the Council and spoke to how the 2018 IECC reference would be not much more costly than 
the 2015 IECC and more beneficial overall. The use of our cost-benefit analysis was a first "test of the test” 
for new cost-benefit analysis rules that were set into law following the passage of Representative Brody's 
HB675 building code regulatory reform bill. As our members may recall, NCBPA is responsible for leading 
opposition to this bill that resulted in far less stringent requirements than what were originally proposed. 
Following Leon's and Ryan's comments, the NCBCC discussed the proposal and asked a few questions. 
New NCBCC member Kim Humiston of member company DEVITA spoke out in support of the bill as her 
company had recently struggled with an energy code issue related to this very topic on a customer project. 
NCBCC member Bridget Herring also spoke out in support of the proposal. Following NCBCC discussion, 
City of Raleigh Building Inspector and NCBCC member Leon Skinner motioned to approve the proposal 
and they were passed unanimously by the residential super committee, the commercial committee and the 
full NCBCC. The proposal will become a C item in the March meeting where public comments will be heard 
and Leon and Ryan will be there to defend the proposal. This code change proposal is a perfect example 
of how NCBPA and its members can work together to make progress. In addition to Leon's time and efforts 
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on this proposal, we would also like to thank Eric Lacey of the Responsible Energy Codes Alliance and 
Ben Edwards of Mathis Consulting for providing technical support during our monthly Building & Energy 
Code Committee meetings. 
 
Follow-up on our virtual meeting on energy modeling for crawl spaces: 
Despite a technical glitch with the webinar link (sorry), several NCBPA members participated in our 
December 10th virtual member meeting to discuss energy modeling issues related to crawl spaces and 
attics in North Carolina. Over the past several months, some of our members have reported issues and 
concerns related to how energy models should be completed for homes with crawl spaces, particularly with 
how to account for conditioned vs. unconditioned area, testing for duct leakage and whether or not crawl 
space doors should be opened or closed during testing. Some members have reported energy model and 
utility rebate penalties for what they feel is meeting proper building science requirements, codes and 
standards with crawl spaces. During the meeting, members discussed lingering outstanding issues with 
RESNET standards, REM/Rate and Ekotrope energy modeling software, and utility program standards that 
seem to perpetuate these issues. As a result of the meeting, NCBPA staff will continue to respond to 
inquiries about these issues and will find ways to work with RESNET, REM/Rate and Ekotrope, and other 
stakeholders to identify solutions to common problems. If your company experiences any issues and would 
like assistance, please contact us. 
 
Next Meeting: Participate in our next Committee phone call in January (TBD on date change) to discuss 
our work underway. Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388. Click 
here to view the agenda in our Member Portal. 
 
Current Priorities: These items will be discussed during our next meeting: 

 Follow-up discussion on the Dec 9 - 10 committee and NCBCC council meetings in Raleigh. 
 Follow-up discussion on REScheck and COMcheck code change proposals submitted by Leon 

Myers of member company BuildSense. 
 Plans for NCBCC member, code official and key stakeholder education on energy code. 
 Plans to incorporate non-energy benefits in NC's codes in order to enable Duke Energy to 

incorporate benefits such as durability, health, safety and environmental in their EE program cost 
effectiveness testing, which would enable new and improved programs and funding. 

 Long-term plans to add required commercial building commissioning, required HERS/ERI ratings 
and other items into NC's upcoming codes. 

 Member feedback is needed to help develop the energy code cost-benefit analysis that was 
passed into law this summer but has yet to be acted on by the NCBCC. 

 

  

  

Building Commissioning Update 

Click here to view the minutes of NCBPA's committee meetings in our Member Portal, including our last 
one on November 7th. 
 
Next Meeting: Participate in our next Committee phone call on (TBD date and time in January) to discuss 
our work underway. Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388. Click 
here to view the agenda in our Member Portal. 
 
Current Priorities: These items will be discussed during our next meeting: 

 We have developed a targeted list and draft code change language for required commissioning and 
reporting requirements for new commercial buildings. 

 We have identified several target stakeholder groups including architects, code officials and general 
contractors to speak with about NC's new commercial commissioning requirements. 

 We have also identified several workforce development needs to work towards in order to educate 
community and technical college students, as well as university students, about career 
opportunities related to building commissioning. 

 

  

  

Passive House Update 
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Click here to view the minutes of NCBPA's committee meetings in our Member Portal, including our last 
one on October 8th. 
 
Next Meeting: Participate in our next Committee phone call on (TBD date and time in January) to discuss 
our work underway. Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388. 
 
Current Priorities: These items will be discussed during our next meeting: 

 Activities related to our new partnership with PHIUS to promote and educate on Passive House. 
 NCBPA is working on sessions for a Passive House track at our 2020 Conference. 
 We are looking to schedule tours and in-person educational workshops on-site at PH projects 

across the state in 2020. 
 We continue to look for ways to incorporate PH into codes and standards, such as offering points 

for NCHFA's QAP program.  
 

  

  

Policy & Legislation Update 

Click here for more member-only content in the Member Portal.  
 
Work is underway on our 2020 Legislative Agenda that will highlight utility incentive programs, the 
commercial and industrial energy efficiency opt-out allowance, and much more! We have begun circulating 
the below list of priority policy issues to partner organizations to garner their feedback and support.  
 
Contact us to get involved or discuss your feedback on these items: 
 

1. Continue 2019 efforts to enable HB330 to expand performance contracting opportunities. 
2. Add an Energy seat to the NC Building Code Council. 
3. Define reasonable amendments to Commercial and Industrial EE opt-out allowance. 
4. Define reasonable amendments to F, S and U building type energy code exemptions AND repeal 

other exemptions for major retrofits and residential garage EE requirements. 
5. Define legislation to create a 90-day BCC/DOI review for legislative action on code using 2019 

Brody bill as example. 
6. Enable C-PACE legislation (if 2019 work proves viable). 
7. Define legislative pathway that improves energy efficiency’s role in the state’s REEEPS (portfolio 

standard) AND minimum requirements for regulated utilities. 
8. Enable non-energy benefits in regulated utility EE programs through updates to NC building code 

OR legislation. 
 

  

  

Workforce Development Update 

Click here for more member-only content in the Member Portal.  
 
NCBPA is partnering with the NC Community College System to restart the development of the priority 
workforce development activities and resources that we first defined in the fall of 2018 at our Workforce 
Development Summit. 

 We will be holding a second Workforce Development Summit on February 4th in Pittsboro and 
are seeking sponsors, exhibitors and participants. Contact us if you are interested! 

 
We are currently working with NCCCS to schedule a follow-up one-day Summit with community college 
faculty, nonprofits, local governments, industry professionals and other stakeholders to initiate the 
development of these resources: 

 Developing Career Pathways resources that allow students, their parents, faculty and existing 
industry professionals to understand the job and career opportunities available to them in our 
industry.  
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 Developing new Apprenticeship Programs that could be used by all industry companies - no 
matter their size - to support the education of skilled labor workers while also garnering on-the-job 
training through the company. 

 Developing new resources that allow industry companies, students and their institutions to 
participate in Internship and Co-op Programs in our industry. 

 Funding the construction and usage of a Mobile Career and Training Center that would be used to 
educate university, community and technical college, and K-12 students on career and training 
opportunities in our industry. 

 

 

  

Get Involved with NCBPA! 
 

Join our 2020 Conference Planning Committee (AKA 
Party Planning Committee!) 

Now that we've announced the Conference, it's time to involved our members in 
planning it! All NCBPA members are welcomed to participate in the planning of 
educational sessions, site tours, networking and other special events during our 
August 24 - 26, 2020 Conference in Raleigh. Have a few hours to give each 
month? Want to reach out to industry companies to get them involved? Join the 
"Party Planning Committee" to meet new industry contacts and help plan an 
amazing conference! This committee will begin holding phone meetings in 
January. Contact Ryan for more information. 

 

 

 

  

  

Save the Date: Workforce Development Summit #2 
with NC Community College System 

NCBPA is excited to announce a second Workforce Development Summit 
coming up on February 4th in Pittsboro. This time around, we're teaming up with 
the NC Community College System to offer more education, networking and 
planning opportunities in this public-private partnership event. 
 
Similar to our first Summit held in Raleigh in September of 2018, this Summit 
will provide community college faculty, NCBPA member professionals, and state 
and local government officials opportunities to discuss needs and opportunities 
that help improve the pipeline of skilled labor for our industry coming from North 
Carolina's community colleges. 
 
NCBPA has just begun planning the event with NCCCS and will be releasing 
more information in early January. For now, we are seeking sponsors and 
exhibitors to help offset the event costs and to fund the travel for community 
college faculty from across the state. 
 
Contact Ryan for more information on the event or click here to make a financial 
contribution to show your support! 

 

 

 

  

  

2020 HERS Rater Market Development Project 

Starting in late January, NCBPA will kick-off a 12-month market development 
project to support North Carolina’s HERS Rater market by developing needed 
resources to fully implement the state’s new Energy Rating Index (ERI) (code 
language for HERS Ratings) residential compliance option, advocating for the 
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ERI as a compliance requirement by 2022, and expanding Duke Energy’s 
HERS-based (generally, by KwH) Residential New Construction Program to the 
Duke Energy Carolinas territory.   
 
This project is being funded with a $25,000 grant from RESNET and matching 
contributions from NCBPA member companies. Thus far, we have received 
about 75% of the matching funds and have $7,750 remaining. NCBPA will use 
this funding to hire a new staffer to lead this work in 2020. We would like to thank 
and recognize these member companies for contributing funds to support this 
project: 

 North American Insulation Manufacturers Association 
 Southern Energy Management 
 DPIS Engineering 

 
Why should your company consider contributing to and participating in this 
project? Here are our goals: 

1. Bolster support for NC’s current ERI implementation and develop the 
resources needed to continue NC’s rollout for new homes and, possibly 
in the future, existing homes, a much larger overall market.  

2. Triple or quadruple NC’s annual volume of HERS Ratings by 
transitioning the state’s ERI usage from optional to mandatory by 2022, 
which is the date that the ERI values found in NC’s current code are set 
to become more stringent going forward. 

3. Expand Duke Energy’s HERS-based builder rebate program to the 
Carolinas territory. 

4. Develop and train the Builder, rating company and Code Official 
workforces to better understand and support the ERI. 

5. Develop and share all best practices and resources developed with other 
states and jurisdictions to support further adoption and implementation 
of ERI. 

 
A working group will be forming in late January to initiate the first phase of this 
project. If you'd like to participate in the project, contact Ryan for more 
information. and he'll add you to the list. If you'd like more information, click here 
and use password "BuildingsPerform" to view a project summary and the current 
Scope of Work. 

 

  

  

Speak on an NCBPA Panel at the 2020 State Energy 
Conference of North Carolina 

NCBPA members are welcomed to submit their ideas for participating on one of 
two panels that NCBPA has been asked to organize for the upcoming 
Conference being held on April 28 - 29 in Raleigh. 
 
This year, NCBPA has been asked to put together two sessions: 

1. A panel of residential architects, builders and contractors that are 
interested in showing off their best energy efficiency projects from the 
past year, or the upcoming year, with particular interest in any that also 
use renewable energy, electric vehicles and/or battery storage. 

2. A panel of energy code experts and stakeholders to discuss the current 
state of North Carolina's energy codes and how we can do better in the 
coming years. 

 
Contact Ryan to throw your name into the hat for consideration (by the 
conference organizers)! 
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Participate in Our Efforts to Implement NC's New 
Energy Efficiency Roadmap and Clean Energy Plan 

The state's new Clean Energy Plan was recently released, wrapping up a year's 
worth of industry and stakeholder meetings used to develop the plan, and now 
turning the page from planning to implementing the plan. NCBPA seeks member 
participation in a variety of efforts related to energy code, workforce 
development, local governments, utility programs and more. Contact us to get 
involved! 
 
Click here on a link below to view: 

 New NC Clean Energy Plan. 
 New NC Energy Efficiency Roadmap. 
 New NC Zero Energy Vehicle Plan. 

 

 

 

 

  

Save the Date! NCBPA's 2020 Conference 
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We are excited to announce the return of NCBPA's annual conference with a much larger, collaborative 
and beneficial conference coming to Raleigh on August 24 - 26 of 2020. In partnership with Plumbing-
Heating-Cooling Contractors of NC (PHCC of NC) and ten outstanding industry partners, the 2020 
Southeast Building Professionals Conference & Expo will include more than 100 educational sessions, 100 
exhibitors and a wealth of industry networking and learning opportunities. We are actively developing a 
website and more resources for the Conference that will be released in early 2020.  
 
Want to get involved? Please contact Ryan Miller at Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 919-521-3385 to discuss 
these and other opportunities: 

 Join our planning committee! 
 Discounts available for early and group ticket purchasing 
 Present an educational workshop 
 Exhibit to show off your company's products or services 
 Sponsor events and activities to be held at the Conference 
 Host fun networking and educational events after the Conference's main hours 

 
Thank you to our growing list of sponsors that includes: 

 Ingersoll Rand 
 Duke Energy 
 Mitsubishi Electric 
 High Performance Building Solutions 
 Retrotec 
 Building Clarity 
 North American Insulation Manufacturers Association 
 Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association 

 

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 CSI RDU NCSU Plant Sciences Research Building Tour: Dec 17, Raleigh 
 FORTIFIED Wise-Roofer Training: Dec 18, Kill Devil Hills 
 Webinar: Retrotec's Most Frequently-Asked Questions from 2019: Dec 19 
 NAHB International Builders Show: Jan 21 - 23, Las Vegas, NV 
 ACEEE Conference on Health, Environment & Energy: Jan 21 - 23, New Orleans 
 NCBPA & NCCCS Workforce Development Summit #2: Feb 4, Pittsboro 
 Sprayfoam Show 2020 Convention & Expo: Feb 11 - 14, Pasadena, CA 
 Green Built Alliance Energy Efficiency for Everyone Workshop: Feb 19, Asheville 
 Indoor Air Quality Assoc Annual Meeting & Expo: Feb 19-21, West Palm Beach, FL 
 RESNET Building Performance Conference: Feb 24 - 26, Scottsdale, AZ 
 ACEEE Rural Energy Conference: Feb 25, Chicago, IL 
 2020 State Energy Conference of North Carolina: April 27 - 28, Raleigh 
 2020 National Home Performance Conference: April 27 - 30, New Orleans, LA 

 
Save time (and budget!) for NCBPA's 2020 Southeast Building Professionals Conference 
& Expo on August 24 - 26, 2020 in Raleigh! More info coming soon! 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar 
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Industry News Headlines 
 

 Obsessed with Efficiency: the 2020 Forbes 30 under 30 in energy 
 SIGA high-performance construction academy opens to address skilled labor 

shortage 
 Structural engineers unite against climate change 
 Architects push Congress for U.S. commitment to sustainable design 
 Energy efficiency + Health: Better Buildings partners collaborate on housing for 

health fund 
 Atlanta Better Buildings Challenge Program honors top performers, publishes final 

report 
 What are the barriers to integrating Passive House into architectural practice? 
 Energy efficiency as a climate solution: Our goal for 2020 
 Updating building codes: working from the outside in 
 In Cambridge, efficiency "concierge" will help large buildings cut energy use 
 EC3 links whole-building life-cycle assessment to products 
 Passive design strategies help mixed-use owners maximize sustainability, energy 

savings 
 LinkedIn is getting serious about eco-friendly buildings 
 Planning acoustics in commercial construction 
 Taking advantage of the DOE home improvement expert program 
 Insights from a practical Passive House 

 

Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & CEO 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
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