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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2019 11:11 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: October 14, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
October 14, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
Why are you receiving this newsletter a few hours later than normal? Did you even notice?  
 
Well, credit that to my fun and challenging new endeavor, retrofitting a 12 x 24 metal shed 
on 5 acres of land into a tiny house that will get me through (at least) the winter! Yes, that's 
right, after hearing about your amazing projects for the past six years, I've finally taken on 
one of my own!  
 
At the moment, my plans include retrofitting a normal old shed into an all-electric grid-
connected tiny house that will serve as an eventual guest house, and give me time (and 
room) to plan a larger small off-grid house that I hope to start work on next summer or the 
one following. Most of my Sunday was spent air sealing, insulating and framing out new 
walls (it didn't take long!). Over the next few weeks, I'll provide some updates and hopefully 
a success post on our website to share my work... and all that I've learned from our members 
along the way! 
 
With that fun update aside, back to business.... 
 
I would like to encourage you to consider joining NCBPA's Board of Directors for the 2020 
or 2020 - 2021 term. We're seeking business owners, emerging professionals and retired 
workers to become outspoken advocates, leaders and volunteers for key initiatives 
underway and planned for 2020. Our Board of Directors sets the priorities of our 
Association's work and ensures that we're meeting, and hopefully exceeding, the needs of 
our members. Keep reading for more information on how to become one of my eleven or 
so bosses! 
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In addition to this opportunity, we're also seeking member professionals to help write 
industry articles and blog posts on key topics that we're working on every day. These topics 
include net zero energy buildings, housing affordability, energy codes, architecture and 
design, green materials and more. We have a wealth of articles framed out and would like 
to promote our members' voices through these communications! Contact me to discuss your 
areas of interest - I'd love to work with you! 
 
And, if writing isn't your thing, consider joining our 2020 Conference Planning Committee to 
help us plan and host an amazing 3-day event on August 24 - 26, 2020 in Raleigh. We're 
currently seeking volunteers to spend a few hours per month reaching out to partners, 
reviewing educational session proposals, planning special events and more! Contact me to 
discuss this fun and engaging opportunity! 
 
I hope that you have a great work week! I'll be visiting with our members in Raleigh, 
Greensboro, Charlotte and Asheville over the next few weeks. Let me know if you'd like to 
get together for a chat! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

 

  

Superior Sustainability at Furman University 
with Building Clarity Advanced Analytics and 
Expertise 

Featuring: Building Clarity, member company 
 
Greenville, South Carolina, is proud to be the home of a nationally 
recognized school of impact—Furman University. Furman was 
founded in 1826 making it the oldest private university in South 
Carolina. What began as a small men’s academy and theological 
institute in 1826 has grown into the 750-acre campus enjoyed by 
2,800 students from all walks of life each year. 
 
Furman University has a very aggressive sustainability program in 
addition to high-caliber academics. The college clearly affirms that 
“sustainability is more than a buzzword. It’s part of our identity. Every 
year, we find new ways to infuse sustainability into our curriculum 
and operations.”1 The university’s commitment to sustainability is 
diverse in vision and scope. The university’s achievements put 
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Furman at the top of its game when it comes to maintaining and ever 
improving the sustainability of its campus. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Building Envelope and Roof Restoration 
Product Webinar with Henry Company 

Featuring: Henry Company, member company 
 
This free webinar provides best practices, tips and tricks for properly 
specifying, selecting, installing, restoring and maintaining building 
envelope and roof restoration systems in residential and commercial 
building projects with innovative products available from Henry 
Company. Participate live to join in the discussion and have your 
questions answered! 
 
Click here to register for the webinar. 

 

 

  

  

Heron's Nest Community Features North 
Carolina's First Residential Microgrid 

Featuring: Advanced Energy, member company 
 
Smart neighborhoods and communities have been popping up 
rapidly in recent years. With their environmental focus, these 
communities are transforming the traditional idea of a village into one 
with advanced systems and modernization. A smart neighborhood is 
designed to reduce energy consumption by integrating high-
performance homes with the newest innovations in technology. 
These neighborhoods promote the connection between 
sustainability and livability through easy-to-use energy-efficient and 
renewable energy systems. 
 
Heron’s Nest, an environmental village in Shallotte, North Carolina, 
is doing just that. The village has designed every detail to align with 
its core vision of creating “attractive and affordable homes that 
provide clean air, clean water and clean energy.” For this vision to 
become a reality, it took collaboration among developer Adams 
Group Architects, local electric cooperative Brunswick Electric and 
its power supplier, North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives. Through 
their efforts, Heron’s Nest offers an inspiring story as North 
Carolina’s first residential microgrid. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Desire for Healthier Homes Boosts IAQ 
Solutions 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, allied partner 
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A study commissioned by Second Nature, the nation’s largest home 
wellness subscription service, revealed that 99 percent of Americans 
want a healthy home, yet 62 percent say they could do a better job 
of obtaining one. One of the major ways that homeowners can 
ensure a healthy home is maintaining good indoor air quality (IAQ). 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates[1] that 
indoor air is up to five times more polluted than outdoor air, an 
alarming fact that is likely to heighten consumer concerns.  
 
The combination of tighter homes and more pollutants is driving 
builder utilization of mechanical ventilation and in some cases, air 
purification, in new construction homes. And this development will 
benefit consumers who are interested in cleaner, fresher indoor air 
and home builders leveraging the “healthy home” trend. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Owens Corning Announces Ambitious 2030 
Sustainability Goals 

Featuring: Owens Corning, member company 
 
Owens Corning is pleased to announce 2030 sustainability goals that 
are its most comprehensive and ambitious to date. These goals 
represent the company’s third set of long-term goals and are 
designed to expand the company’s business impact through 
sustainability, continuing its commitment to incorporate material 
environmental, social and economic initiatives into its global 
practices and operations.  
 
“These goals advance our business priorities by pushing us to 
discover increasingly more sustainable solutions, which is becoming 
more important to our customers and other key stakeholders,” Chief 
Executive Officer Brian Chambers said. “Our employees are 
energized by the challenge to use their creativity and dedication to 
achieve these ambitious goals.” 
 
Chief Sustainability Officer Frank O’Brien-Bernini added, “The scope 
and ambition of our sustainability goals have evolved over the years, 
from an initial focus on reducing our environmental footprint, to our 
current 2030 aspirations to double the positive impact of our 
products, halve the negative impact of our operations, eliminate 
injuries, improve the quality of life for our employees and their 
families, advance inclusion and diversity, and have a positive impact 
on our communities.”  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

PIMA Releases Revised Technical Bulletins for 
Polyiso Continuous Insulation in Residential 
Walls 

Featuring: PIMA, new partner organization! 
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PIMA has published revised Technical Bulletins for the use of Polyiso 
CI in residential walls. The bulletins provide updated information on 
key topics, including energy efficiency, moisture control, and 
structural bracing. Visit our website for more details.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Several New Jobs Available with Member 
Companies! 

Visit our Job Board to view positions just added with our member 
companies including ROCKWOOL, Mitsubishi, High Performance 
Building Solutions, Building Clarity, Southern Energy Management 
and many others! 

 

 

 

  

Updates from NCBPA 
 

Here are some highlights of recent NCBPA communications, events, ongoing advocacy 
campaigns and ways that you can get involved in our work! For more information, login to 
our new Member Portal and type in password "HighPerformance" when prompted.  

 

  

  

Building & Energy Code:  
 Click on the link above to view the minutes of NCBPA's recent committee call, 

including our last one on October 2nd. Minutes from all of our recent meetings are 
located in the Member Portal. 

 Click here to view the minutes of the most recent NCBCC meeting in September.  
 NCBPA staff is in communications with the Architect and Engineer licensing boards 

regarding exemptions for HERS Rating companies using the cost performance 
pathway for residential energy code compliance. 

 We have begun work on the methodology and process for energy code cost-benefit 
analysis that we will recommend to the NCBCC at the next meeting in December. At 
the September meeting, members of the NCBCC appeared to pass on implementing 
the new legislative requirement. NCBPA is tracking developments on this changing 
topic as a new attorney is being appointed to work with the Council. 

 One energy code change proposal passed at the last September meeting relating to 
the residential Energy Rating Index (ERI) compliance option and spray foam 
applications. The new code amendment (see item D-7 on page 28 for more info) 
changes the minimum building thermal envelope reference table from Table 402.1.1 
or 402.1.3 of the 2012 NCECC to Table R406.2.1 or Table 406.2.2 of the 2018 
NCECC and adds new language defining air permeable applications - see items P 
and Q on page 30 and items E and F on page 31 for details.  

 While the change was passed, there is considerable concern about whether 
or not the state's Rules Review process will allow it to move forward due to a 
lack of financial justification submitted by the proposal's submitters, which 
included NCHBA, Jeff Tiller (formerly of ASU) and Icynene. NCBPA is 
tracking this issue closely and will report back to our members on any 
progress we see or contribute to. 
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 NCBPA recommends having this code language ready to review with code 
officials on jobs where the ERI will be used. This code change may be 
reversed in the near future and is unfortunately unclear at this time. 

 NCBPA is working to gain more clarity on this issue and will report back on 
any changes to our members. 

 We are working on a new curriculum and presentation for HVAC energy code to be 
delivered at the Q1 2020 NCBIA meetings. 

 Next Meeting: Participate in our next Building & Energy Codes Committee phone 
call on November 6th at 10am to discuss our codes work underway. Simply call-in to 
NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388.  

 

Building Commissioning:  
 We have developed a work plan for the next few months that involves code change 

proposals, key stakeholder education and training workshops. Contact us if you and 
your company would like to get involved in these advocacy activities and events. 

 We are beginning to put together language for our planned proposal for increased 
building commissioning requirements, including changes to reporting. 

 Thanks to Shane Nault of member company Building EnergetiCx for sending 
in helpful code information to be included in our efforts! 

 Next Meeting: Participate in our next Commissioning Committee phone call on 
November 7th at 3pm to discuss these new requirements and other educational 
opportunities we are pursuing with member companies. Simply call-in to NCBPA's 
conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388.  

 

Policy & Legislation:  
 We continue to identify ways to restart progress on HB330, currently stalled because 

of Sen. Paul Newton. It is more likely than not that this bill will be tabled for 2019 and 
that we will restart efforts in 2020. 

 Work has begun on our 2020 Legislative Agenda that will highlight utility incentive 
programs, the commercial and industrial energy efficiency opt-out allowance, and 
much more! We have begun circulating the below list of priority policy issues to 
partner organizations to garner their feedback and support. We will be discussing 
these items on a member call in the next few weeks. Contact us to get involved or 
discuss your feedback on these items:  

1. Continue 2019 efforts to enable HB330 to expand performance contracting 
opportunities. 

2. Add an Energy seat to the NC Building Code Council. 
3. Define reasonable amendments to Commercial and Industrial EE opt-out 

allowance. 
4. Define reasonable amendments to F, S and U building type energy code 

exemptions AND repeal other exemptions for major retrofits and residential 
garage EE requirements. 

5. Define legislation to create a 90-day BCC/DOI review for legislative action 
on code using 2019 Brody bill as example. 

6. Enable C-PACE legislation (if 2019 work proves viable). 
7. Define legislative pathway that improves energy efficiency’s role in the 

state’s REEEPS (portfolio standard) AND minimum requirements for 
regulated utilities. 

8. Enable non-energy benefits in regulated utility EE programs through 
updates to NC building code OR legislation. 

 Despite presenting our public comments at the first hearing for NCHFA's QAP, it 
appears that no changes will be made to the program's minimum energy efficiency 
requirements or developer incentives this time around. If so, the program's minimum 
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requirements will remain below NC's new energy code. NCBPA and several 
members will be attending the upcoming NC Affordable Housing Conference on Oct 
7 - 8 in Raleigh to continue our efforts.  

 

Workforce Development:  
 We continue to reach out to universities and colleges across the state about speaking 

to their students about industry career opportunities. Contact us to schedule a 
presentation with students at your areas's colleges and universities.  

 Following Advanced Energy's Oct 10th webinar on energy workforce development 
opportunities, Ryan Miller is reaching out to industry partners and allies to coordinate 
on activities and funding to support our priority areas for 2019 and 2020.  

 

  

  

NCBPA Seeks Board Members for 2020! 

Applications are open to join NCBPA's Board of Directors for one and two-year 
terms beginning in January of 2020. General positions with one-year terms and 
Executive Committee positions with two-year terms are both available. 
 
Generally, Board Members are asked to contribute 4 - 6 hours per month via 
phone calls, conference call meetings, email correspondence and occasional in-
person meetings to help the Association organize, prioritize and meet its 
members' needs. 
 
For 2020, we are searching for business leaders and emerging professionals 
looking to contribute to the Association's work and receive benefits for doing so. 
Those benefits include publicity of your own company and its work, market 
intelligence, speaking opportunities, business referrals, professional 
development and more. 
 
Click here for more information including steps to apply. 

 

 

  

  

Join our 2020 Conference Planning Committee (AKA 
Party Planning Committee!) 

NCBPA staff, partners and Board Members are hard at work planning a wealth 
of activities, educational sessions and special events for our Aug 24 - 26, 2020 
Conference in Raleigh. We're seeking volunteers to help plan and coordinate 
educational sessions, events and much more. Have a few hours to give each 
month? Join the "Party Planning Committee" to meet new industry contacts and 
help plan an amazing conference! Contact Ryan for more information. 

 

 

 

  

  

Participate in Our Efforts to Implement NC's New 
Energy Efficiency Roadmap and Clean Energy Plan 

The state's new Clean Energy Plan was recently released, wrapping up a year's 
worth of industry and stakeholder meetings used to develop the plan, and now 
turning the page from planning to implementing the plan. NCBPA seeks member 
participation in a variety of efforts related to energy code, workforce 
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development, local governments, utility programs and more. Contact us to get 
involved! 
 
Click here on a link below to view: 

 New NC Clean Energy Plan. 
 New NC Energy Efficiency Roadmap. 
 New NC Zero Energy Vehicle Plan. 

 

 

  

Save the Date! NCBPA's 2020 Conference 
 

 

  

We are THRILLED to announce the return of NCBPA's annual conference with a much 
larger, collaborative and beneficial conference coming to Raleigh on August 24 - 26 of 
2020. In partnership with Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors of NC (PHCC of NC) and 
six industry partners, the (soon-to-be-named) Conference will include more than 15 
educational tracks, 100 exhibitors and a wealth of industry networking and learning 
opportunities. We are actively developing a website and more resources for the 
Conference that will be released soon. Until then, here's some additional information!  

 

  

  

 

 

Co-Locating Partner: 
 
PHCC of NC will be co-locating their annual 
conference with us. The two conferences will 
take place together and offer cross-education 
and networking opportunities for building 
performance professionals with plumbing and 
HVAC professionals.  

 

 

 

Sponsors: 
 
Thank you to our headline sponsors for their 
early support of the Conference! 

 Ingersoll Rand 
 Mitsubishi Electric 
 Duke Energy 

 
More sponsorship opportunities will be 
announced soon. Contact us to discuss them! 

  

  

  

 

 

Track Partners: 
 
We are thrilled to be working with these state 
and national organizations that will be providing 
hands-on planning and support of our tracks: 

 Air Barrier Association 
 Building Performance Association 
 E4 Carolinas 
 Home Innovation Research Labs 
 New Buildings Institute 
 Passive House Institute US 

 

 

 

Topic Areas: 
 
The Conference will bring together many areas 
of building performance, HVAC, plumbing and 
clean energy by offering tracks on: 

 Net zero energy homes and buildings 
 High performance/efficiency HVAC 
 Smart grid and connected buildings 
 Electric transportation 
 Building science and envelopes 
 Passive design and construction 
 Utility programs and incentives 
 Workforce development 
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Ahead of the Conference: 
 
In the eleven months leading up to the 
Conference, NCBPA and our partners will be 
holding in-person and online educational events 
on these and other topics. Gain an introductory 
understanding by attending these 2020 events 
and then dive in head first at the Conference to 
learn how to incorporate them into your business 
and career! 

 

How to Get Involved: 
 
More information will be available soon on our 
website. Until then, please contact Ryan Miller at 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 919-521-3385 to 
discuss these and other opportunities: 
 

 Join our planning committee! 
 Discounts available for early and group 

ticket purchasing 
 Present an educational workshop 
 Exhibit to show off your company's 

products or services 
 Sponsor events and activities to be held 

at the Conference 
 Host fun networking and educational 

events after the Conference's main hours 
  

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 2019 Energy Efficiency as a Resource National Conference: Oct 15, Minneapolis 
 2019 RESNET Fall Board Meeting: Oct 17, Charlotte 

 Contact us to attend the pre-meeting reception on the 16th! 
 BEC Triangle Meeting on Green Roofs and Amenity Decks: Oct 17, Raleigh 
 CSI Charlotte Meeting on Off-Site and Modular Construction: Oct 21, Charlotte 
 NCBPA Webinar: Building Envelope and Roof Restoration with Henry: Oct 24 
 NCSEA's Women in Clean Energy Event: Oct 24, Charlotte 
 E4 Carolinas' Annual Meeting: Oct 28, Charlotte 

 Contact us if you'd like to attend as our guest at just $29 per ticket! 
 Climate Adaptive Design Conference: Nov 7, Asheville 
 Webinar: Polyiso - The Next Generation Air and Water Resistive Barrier: Nov 7 
 E4 Carolinas' Our Clean Energy Future: Energy Management & EE: Nov 20, 

Raleigh 
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Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Visit Our Members-Only Portal For More! 
 

Login to our NEW Members-Only Portal for much more news and ways to get 
involved! The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the 
link below and use "HighPerformance" when prompted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 The state of sustainability in single-family home buildings 
 The all-electric home has arrived 
 Energy efficiency as a service: having cake and eating it too 
 Wake Tech raises the bar on higher educational facilities 
 How continuous is continuous? 
 RESNET & Appraisal Institute collaborate to educate appraisers on HERS and 

appraiser portal 
 Understanding the concept and rating system of "green buildings" 
 Mineral Wool: Viewed from the lens of compressive strength 
 Passive House Certification: What it is and how you can obtain it 
 Award-winning young professional shares insights on green building 
 We now how to create zero carbon buildings right now 
 9 building science and energy efficiency blogs we're reading right now 
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Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
 

  

 

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  

Unsubscribe ryan@buildingnc.org  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@buildingnc.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

 


