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#MembersFirst Newsletter 
September 30, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
This bi-weekly newsletter took me 6.5 hours to put together! What better way to spend a 
Saturday morning and early afternoon, right? Well, the thing about that is...  
 
As you all know, there is a wealth of industry news, events and opportunities taking place 
in our industry. There has been for many years now, and we see NCBPA's mission and duty 
to our members to save time and effort in finding this information and providing it to you 
promptly so that you can act on it, as you choose to. And, like you, we at NCBPA need to 
understand the changing industry and environment (both business and, you know, 
otherwise) around us to help our members and industry take action on efforts and 
opportunities that protect and promote our best interests. 
 
As I was preparing for my presentation to students and faculty at App State last week (it's 
posted in our Member Portal's Reports section), I kept finding new news about energy 
efficiency's role in state, national and world politics and the environment. For the past two 
years, NCBPA has been actively promoting #EnergyEfficiencyFirst as efforts on clean 
energy, renewable energy and carbon emissions ramped up. It seems to me (what about 
you?) that we're seeing a shift in support of a greater role of energy efficiency - focusing on 
buildings - in helping cities, states and countries addressing their plans and goals in these 
areas.  
 
Don't believe me? Well, I'm working on an article to provide a more in-depth review of this 
information that will, hopefully, lead to the increased partnership and collaboration 
opportunities we seek with clean energy and environmental partners in 2020. There's a 
pretty big reason we're incorporating that information into our 2020 Conference... more on 
that later. For now, straight from the industry headlines over the past few weeks, here are 
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some examples of the news we're watching to help guide NCBPA's work and messaging 
on these topics: 

 Is industry fragmentation blocking the path to net-zero energy buildings? 
 In climate fight, energy efficiency is our best weapon 
 Why renewables can't save the climate 
 Biggest (and quietest) part of U.S. energy sector continues to grow in leaps and 

bounds 
 The U.S. can achieve half of its climate goals through energy efficiency 
 Efficiency makes clean energy cost-competitive with new gas power plants 
 IEA welcomes commitment by leading countries to drive global progress on energy 

efficiency 
 
Alright... that's enough about that for now. I wanted to share with you all some of my thought 
process into how we at NCBPA are building our work efforts and messaging campaigns in 
the coming weeks and months to bring more attention and opportunity to your work. And 
yes, we'll need your involvement to do so! 
 
Make sure to check out our new announcement below about our 2020 Conference being 
held August 24 - 26th in Raleigh. I'm incredibly excited to plan this event for you all and look 
forward to working with our sponsors, partners and members to deliver an outstanding 
Conference! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

 

  

Kim Humiston of Member Company DEVITA 
Appointed to NC Building Code Council! 

Featuring: DEVITA, member company 
 
NCBPA is very pleased to announce that one of two new 
appointments to the NC Building Code Council includes Kim 
Humiston, Principal of DEVITA in Charlotte, in the Electrical 
Engineer seat. About Kim: 
 
Kim is a principal of DEVITA and leads the firm’s sustainable 
engineering and energy efficiency initiatives, LEED consulting and 
commissioning. She has a BSE in electrical engineering from The 
Johns Hopkins University, with 30+ years of experience designing, 
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commissioning and auditing renewable energy systems, lighting, 
daylighting, lighting controls and power distribution systems. Kim 
performs energy audits on existing buildings and develops master 
plans for future construction. She is a frequent speaker at 
engineering conferences on microgrids, energy audits, lighting, 
sustainability and power systems. 
 
NCBPA's Ryan Miller has been in regular contact with the Governor's 
Office over the past few months providing recommendations and 
context in support of strong appointments to the Council that support 
building performance and energy efficiency. The Governor's Office 
has been very supportive of ensuring that their appointees support 
energy efficiency and clean energy and improve the diversity of the 
Council's makeup. We recommended several member and industry 
professionals to the Council and are excited that Kim was selected. 
 
Participate in our next Building & Energy Codes Committee phone 
call this Wednesday at 10am to discuss these appointments and 
other codes work underway. Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference 
line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388. 

 

  

  

Timber Block: Leading the Way in Energy 
Efficiency 

Featuring: Timber Block, member company 
 
It's no surprise to hear the level of energy efficiency in a home is 
extremely important. How you get to the highest level depends on 
the type of home you build. Timber Block utilizes a unique, 
panelized system - a structurally insulated panel, which results in a 
tremendous level of energy efficiency. Timber Block Project 
Manager Curtis McCurry says the Timber Block product is where the 
industry is going in terms of energy efficiency. 
 
Curtis says the efficiency of a Timber Block home starts right from 
the beginning of the process - the design phase. "Our clients will sit 
down with our in-house design team, who will map out their plan and 
make any modifications for their specific needs." It's important to 
note, the Timber Block panels are built in a controlled environment, 
or "off-site" construction. "This means we don't have the challenges 
of weather, which could cause significant issues." This also means 
there is far less waste than a traditional build. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

Two weeks ago, Timber Block's Curtis McCurry was interviewed on WNCN-TV's Charlotte Today about 
Timber Block's SIPS-based design and build process. 
 
Click here to watch the interview! 
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Energy Efficiency Jobs in America Webinar 
Tomorrow at 1pm! 

Featuring: E2 and E4TheFuture, partner organizations 
 
Across America, states, cities and businesses are leading the way in 
advancing energy efficiency through smart policies and 
technologies. The result has been an industry that is leading the 
nation’s energy economy in job growth—accounting for half of the 
energy sector’s 2018 job growth— and overall employment, with 
more than 2.3 million Americans now working at advanced HVAC 
companies, efficient lighting and appliance manufacturers and in 
construction companies making our buildings, schools and offices 
more energy efficient. 
 
Please join E2 and E4TheFuture to learn more about the recently 
released 2019 Energy Efficiency Jobs in America report — including 
which states are leading EE job growth, how the industry compares 
to the nation’s overall energy sector, and how this data is an 
important tool for advancing smart clean energy legislation in the 
months and years to come. 
 
Click here to register for the webinar. 

 

 

  

  

You Still Get What You Inspect 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, allied partner 
 
We don’t get out to jobsites often. Much of our time here at Insulation 
Institute is spent developing resources for building industry 
professionals on how to safely use and properly install fiberglass and 
mineral wool insulation products, and that keeps us in the office most 
days. But occasionally, we’re invited to a job site to observe the 
insulation installation. We relish these opportunities.  
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Our most recent field trip took us to a 4,500 square foot spec home 
currently under construction in Northern Virginia. Here’s what we 
observed. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Ingersoll Rand's Trane and Thermo King 
Businesses Increase Sustainability Ambitions 
at Climate Week NYC 

Featuring: Ingersoll Rand, member company 
 
Ingersoll Rand, a world leader in creating comfortable, sustainable 
and efficient environments, with its leading climate brands Trane and 
Thermo King, is further committing to bold action towards 
sustainability this week on a global stage at Climate Week NYC in 
New York City. 
 
The company and its Trane and Thermo King businesses have 
launched the Gigaton Challenge to reduce 1 gigaton of carbon 
emissions from its customers’ footprint by 2030, transforming the 
way the world heats and cools buildings, and refrigerates cargo in 
transport. One gigaton is the equivalent of the annual emissions of 
Italy, France and the United Kingdom combined. The Gigaton 
Challenge is one of three pillars of the brands’ 2030 Sustainability 
Commitment.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

The Clean Energy Economy and North 
Carolina 

Featuring: E2, partner organization 
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Updates from NCBPA 
 

Here are some highlights of recent NCBPA communications, events, ongoing advocacy 
campaigns and ways that you can get involved in our work! For more information, login to 
our new Member Portal and type in password "HighPerformance" when prompted.  

 

  

  

Building & Energy Code:  
 We are pleased to announce that one of two new appointments to the NC Building 

Code Council includes Kim Humiston of member company DEVITA as the Electrical 
Engineer seat. Congrats Kim! 

 Two appointments were renewed and one more is expected in December. 
 NCBPA staff is in communications with the Architect and Engineer licensing boards 

regarding exemptions for HERS Rating companies using the cost performance 
pathway for residential energy code compliance. 

 In case you missed it, access our Energy Code update from a few weeks ago in 
our Member Portal here (use code "HighPerformance").  

 We have begun work on the methodology and process for energy code cost-benefit 
analysis that we will recommend to the NCBCC at the next meeting in December. 

 We are working on a new curriculum and presentation for HVAC energy code to be 
delivered at the Q1 2020 NCBIA meetings. 

 Participate in our next Building & Energy Codes Committee phone call this 
Wednesday at 10am to discuss these appointments and other codes work underway. 
Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388. 

 

Building Commissioning:  
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 We have developed a work plan for the next few months that involves code change 
proposals, key stakeholder education and training workshops. Contact us if you and 
your company would like to get involved in these advocacy activities and events. 

 We are beginning to put together language for our planned proposal for increased 
building commissioning requirements, including changes to reporting. 

 Participate in our next Commissioning Committee phone call this Thursday at 3pm to 
discuss these new requirements and other educational opportunities we are pursuing 
with member companies. Simply call-in to NCBPA's conference line at 605-475-6720; 
Code: 529-6388. 

 

Policy & Legislation:  
 We continue to identify ways to restart progress on HB330, currently stalled because 

of Sen. Paul Newton.  
 Work has begun on our 2020 Legislative Agenda that will highlight utility incentive 

programs, the commercial and industrial energy efficiency opt-out allowance, and 
much more! 

 Despite presenting our public comments at the first hearing for NCHFA's QAP, it 
appears that no changes will be made to the program's minimum energy efficiency 
requirements or developer incentives this time around. If so, the program's minimum 
requirements will remain below NC's new energy code. NCBPA and several 
members will be attending the upcoming NC Affordable Housing Conference on Oct 
7 - 8 in Raleigh to continue our efforts.  

 The Governor's new Clean Energy Plan was officially released today. We have begun 
identifying ways for NCBPA, our members and partners to participate in the 
recommendations and work efforts provided in the report. Contact us if you'd like to 
get involved. 

 

Workforce Development:  
 NCBPA's Ryan Miller spoke to students and faculty at App State's Sustainability 

Series last week in Boone. Ryan's presentation focused on the importance and 
under-stated value of NC's energy efficiency industry. Several students spoke with 
and emailed us after the presentation asking for help finding jobs with NCBPA 
member companies! 

 Register for Advanced Energy's Oct 10th webinar on energy workforce development 
opportunities to learn more about how your company can participate and benefit in 
industry initiatives!  

 We continue to reach out to universities and colleges across the state about speaking 
to their students about industry career opportunities. Contact us to schedule a 
presentation with students at your areas's colleges and universities.  

 

  

  

Highlighted Job Seeker: Banner Main seeks full-time 
position in Triangle or Western, NC areas 

I am a Senior Sustainable Technology major from Appalachian State University 
graduating in December 2019. I have served on the Renewable Energy Initiative 
Board on Appalachian's campus, the board is responsible for numerous energy 
efficiency projects and all renewable energy systems installed on campus. I have 
focused my studies on renewable energy integration with building performance 
for net-zero buildings, specifically in the commercial sector. I have knowledge of 
multiple renewable energy technologies, but have specifically focused on 
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Photovoltaics and Small Wind. I also have knowledge in resource and water 
management systems and how they can be used in the built environment.  
 
Visit our Job Seekers page to view Banner's resume as well as several others! 

 

  

  

Participate in Our Codes Committee to Help Create the 
State's New Energy Code Cost-Benefit Analysis 

HB675 was signed by the Governor on July 26th. Rep. Brody's annual building 
code bill includes a new provision that the NC Building Code Council will have 
to develop and implement a new cost-benefit analysis for all future energy code 
changes. Read more about the bill in our Member Portal and participate in our 
monthly Building Codes Committee call to participate in a working group to draft 
the methodology. 

 

 

  

  

Coming Soon: Participate in Our Efforts to Implement 
NC's New Energy Efficiency Roadmap and Clean 
Energy Plan 

The state's new Clean Energy Plan was released today, wrapping up a year's 
worth of industry and stakeholder meetings used to develop the plan, and now 
turning the page from planning to implementing the plan. Over the next few 
weeks, NCBPA will be seeking member participation in a variety of efforts 
related to energy code, workforce development, local governments, utility 
programs and more. Contact us to get involved! 
 
Click here on a link below to view: 

 New NC Clean Energy Plan. 
 New NC Energy Efficiency Roadmap. 
 New NC Zero Energy Vehicle Plan. 

 

 

 

 

  

Save the Date! NCBPA's 2020 Conference 
 

 

  

We are THRILLED to announce the return of NCBPA's annual conference with a much 
larger, collaborative and beneficial conference coming to Raleigh on August 24 - 26 of 
2020. In partnership with Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors of NC (PHCC of NC) and 
six industry partners, the (soon-to-be-named) Conference will include more than 15 
educational tracks, 100 exhibitors and a wealth of industry networking and learning 
opportunities. We are actively developing a website and more resources for the 
Conference that will be released soon. Until then, here's some additional information!  

 

  

  

 

 

Co-Locating Partner: 
 

 

 

Sponsors: 
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PHCC of NC will be co-locating their annual 
conference with us. The two conferences will 
take place together and offer cross-education 
and networking opportunities for building 
performance professionals with plumbing and 
HVAC professionals.  

 

Thank you to our headline sponsors for their 
early support of the Conference! 

 Ingersoll Rand 
 Mitsubishi Electric 
 Duke Energy 
 High Performance Building Solutions 

 
More sponsorship opportunities will be 
announced soon. Contact us to discuss them! 

  

  

  

 

 

Track Partners: 
 
We are thrilled to be working with these state 
and national organizations that will be providing 
hands-on planning and support of our tracks: 

 Air Barrier Association 
 Building Performance Association 
 E4 Carolinas 
 Home Innovation Research Labs 
 New Buildings Institute 
 Passive House Institute US 

 

 

 

Topic Areas: 
 
The Conference will bring together many areas 
of building performance, HVAC, plumbing and 
clean energy by offering tracks on: 

 Net zero energy homes and buildings 
 High performance/efficiency HVAC 
 Smart grid and connected buildings 
 Electric transportation 
 Building science and envelopes 
 Passive design and construction 
 Utility programs and incentives 
 Workforce development 

  

  

  

 

 

Ahead of the Conference: 
 
In the eleven months leading up to the 
Conference, NCBPA and our partners will be 
holding in-person and online educational events 
on these and other topics. Gain an introductory 
understanding by attending these 2020 events 
and then dive in head first at the Conference to 
learn how to incorporate them into your business 
and career! 

 

 

 

How to Get Involved: 
 
More information will be available soon on our 
website. Until then, please contact Ryan Miller at 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 919-521-3385 to 
discuss these and other opportunities: 
 

 Join our planning committee! 
 Discounts available for early and group 

ticket purchasing 
 Present an educational workshop 
 Exhibit to show off your company's 

products or services 
 Sponsor events and activities to be held 

at the Conference 
 Host fun networking and educational 

events after the Conference's main hours 
  

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
 

Welcome new member Energy Efficiency Specialists of North Carolina! 
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We are a service connected disabled veteran-owned business based in Roxboro, NC. We specialize in 
optimizing HVAC systems to give the customer the best possible performance from their equipment as 

well as service, repair, and replacement of HVAC equipment. Click here for contact info!  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 The Net Zero Energy Building Conference & Expo: Oct 2 - 4, Los Angeles, CA 
 Green Built Alliance Industry Night: Oct 3, Asheville 
 E4 Carolinas Federal/State Energy Policy Summit: Oct 4, Charlotte 
 NAHB Building Systems Housing Summit: Oct 6 - 8, Pittsburgh 
 NC Affordable Housing Conference: Oct 7 - 8, Raleigh 
 New Buildings Institute Getting to Zero Forum: Oct 9 - 11, Oakland, CA 
 NCSEA Gala "Powering Our Future": Oct 10, Hillsborough 
 Advanced Energy Webinar on Developing NC's Energy Workforce: Oct 10th 
 2019 Energy Efficiency as a Resource National Conference: Oct 15, Minneapolis 
 2019 RESNET Fall Board Meeting: Oct 17, Charlotte 

 Contact us to attend the pre-meeting reception on the 16th! 
 BEC Triangle Meeting on Green Roofs and Amenity Decks: Oct 17, Raleigh 
 CSI Charlotte Meeting on Off-Site and Modular Construction: Oct 21, Charlotte 
 NCBPA Webinar: Building Envelope and Roof Restoration with Henry: Oct 24 
 NCSEA's Women in Clean Energy Event: Oct 24, Charlotte 
 E4 Carolinas' Annual Meeting: Oct 28, Charlotte 
 Climate Adaptive Design Conference: Nov 7, Asheville 
 Webinar: Polyiso - The Next Generation Air and Water Resistive Barrier: Nov 7 
 E4 Carolinas' Our Clean Energy Future: Energy Management & EE: Nov 20, 

Raleigh 
 

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Visit Our Members-Only Portal For More! 
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Login to our NEW Members-Only Portal for much more news and ways to get 
involved! The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the 
link below and use "PerformanceMatters" when prompted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 Zero energy buildings in Massachusetts: saving money from the start 
 AIA's "big move": redefining design excellence 
 NAHB builder urges Congress to promote green initiatives 
 Another look at indoor air quality and "the indoor generation" 
 We have powerful climate solutions, like Passive House, we just gotta use them 
 Is industry fragmentation blocking the path to net-zero energy buildings? 
 In climate fight, energy efficiency is our best weapon 
 Why renewables can't save the climate 
 Biggest (and quietest) part of U.S. energy sector continues to grow in leaps and 

bounds 
 The U.S. can achieve half of its climate goals through energy efficiency 
 NBI releases zero energy performance targets for new construction projects 
 Efficiency makes clean energy cost-competitive with new gas power plants 
 IEA welcomes commitment by leading countries to drive global progress on energy 

efficiency 
 Net zero achievable for building industry by 2050 
 Using drones in construction 
 Embodied carbon tools: assessing the options 
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Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
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