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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 8:55 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: New and Improved! NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: August 5, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
August 5, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
As I know you've grown accustomed to hearing, it's been a busy few weeks for NCBPA 
staff, members and Board Members. There is so much opportunity to move our industry 
forward and engage the interests and resources of industry professionals that it can be hard 
to keep up. It's definitely an exciting time to be involved in this work and I hope that you are 
finding ways to participate. 
 
I encourage you to visit our brand new Member Portal where you can read updates on key 
initiatives and learn how to get involved. Code, Commissioning, Workforce Development 
and other topics are included.  
 
Our work over the past three weeks has taken us across the state and back, providing 
professional education and pushing key messaging on behalf of our industry. A few 
highlights include: 

 More articles from NCBPA, our Board and Members to push our message of 
#EnergyEfficiencyFirst. Check them out on our News page here.  

 Educating commercial and residential architects on energy code, above-code design 
practices and incentive programs.  

 Attending the Better Buildings Conference in DC to identify grant funding and project 
opportunities in key areas of our strategic plan. 

 Led student panel sessions on industry jobs opportunities at the App State Energy 
Summit with Building Clarity, Franklin Energy and Green Built Alliance. More here. 

 Held a board meeting to approve our plans for a 2020 Southeast Conference and 
discuss your feedback from our recent membership survey. 

 
There's much more industry news, upcoming events and ways that you can get involved in 
this work listed below. Using the feedback you all provided in our recent membership survey, 



2

our summer process improvement efforts focusing on communications, strategy and much 
more are still underway. 

 

Thank you as always to our longstanding members, our recently renewing members and all 
of our new members. 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

National Report Identifies 86,559 Energy 
Efficiency Jobs in North Carolina 

Featuring: Partner Organization E2 
 
North Carolina is the Southeast’s leader in clean energy jobs. Not 
only does the Tar Heel state rank among the top 10 states in the 
country across clean energy categories such as solar energy, energy 
efficiency, and overall clean energy. 
 
According to Clean Jobs North Carolina 2019 (downloadable PDF), 
the state’s clean energy jobs grew 3.5 percent last year – nearly 
double statewide employment growth (1.9%) —and now account for 
more than half of North Carolina’s entire energy sector workforce 
(212,172). Clean vehicles led all sectors in growth, adding more than 
1,000 jobs for a 19.5% growth rate.  
 
Along with being a national pioneer in solar energy as the No 2. state 
for installed solar and No. 9 for jobs, North Carolina is fast becoming 
a powerhouse in energy efficiency as well with over 86,000 jobs – 
employing more workers in energy efficiency alone than 39 states do 
in all clean energy sectors. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Is Your Home ENERGY STAR Certified? 

Featuring: Sam Galphin of member company Performance 
Point and NCBPA's Ryan Miller 
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The term "energy efficient" is well-known and frequently used in the 
homebuilding industry. It applies to homebuilding materials, 
appliances and construction procedures. However, not just any 
home is ENERGY STAR certified, and only qualified experienced 
third-party energy contractors can authorize the rating and 
compliance standards. The main reason for having an independent 
contractor perform the inspection is to ensure no one with financial 
ties to the home performs the rating. 
 
Click here for the full article on page 20. 

 

  

  

Precise and Reliable Cooling for High-Tech 
R&D Facility 

Featuring: Building Clarity, member company 
 
Research Triangle Park in North Carolina is the largest research park 
in the United States. RTP is home to more than 250 businesses that 
have developed an abundance of engineering and life-science 
technologies, “from the UPC barcode to life-saving HIV drugs.”1 An 
important priority for these businesses is maintaining optimal 
physical operations at their facilities, both for employee comfort and 
the precise laboratory environments needed to advance their work. 
 
In 2017, one RTP company undertook a facility improvement project 
that will have long-lasting impacts on their success. The facility is 
more than 400,000 square feet under-roof and houses a myriad of 
life-science research labs and ancillary operations. The project 
centered on the facility’s HVAC system, and the Site Operations 
Manager knew they needed an engineering firm with the expertise 
and innovation to develop a customized project design. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

NCBPA Interviews Emerging Leader Aaron 
Hope of Southern Energy Management 

Featuring: Aaron Hope of Southern Energy Management, 
member company 
 
When he's not crawling underneath or on top of energy efficient 
homes, Aaron Hope is busy raising a family, writing books and 
serving as an active voice in North Carolina's building performance 
industry through NCBPA. Aaron started with Southern Energy 
Management in May of 2017 and has been actively expanding his 
industry knowledge and technical experience since. This past spring, 
Aaron participated in NCBPA's Lobby Days where he spoke to 
dozens of legislators about the benefits of supportive policies for our 
industry. 
 
Here, Aaron answers some questions about his pathway into 
building performance and provides young professionals with 
recommendations on finding their own entry point into our industry. 
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Ingersoll Rand's New Plan for Giving its 
Products a Second Life 

Featuring: Ingersoll Rand, member company 
 
The concept of remanufacturing end-of-life equipment and mining it 
for valuable components and metals is nothing new to Ingersoll 
Rand: It has operated an aftermarket service organization in 
Charlotte since 1974. After all, many metals used to make its Trane 
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning equipment have a 
demonstrable value, and there are well-established processes for 
recovering it.  
 
But in more recent years, the 183,000-square-foot operation, which 
employs about 72 people, also has become involved with activities 
focused on a different sort of mission: keeping older Trane 
equipment in the field for as long as possible by updating them with 
components and materials that help Ingersoll Rand accounts 
address their own carbon reduction and climate goals.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

NCBPA Members Encourage Students to 
Pursue Industry Careers During Appalachian 
State Energy Summit 

Featuring: Member companies Building Clarity, Franklin Energy 
and Green Built Alliance 
 
Last week, member leaders Rob Morrow of Building Clarity, Jesse 
Gary and David Allen of Franklin Energy, and Jonathan Gach of 
Green Built Alliance participated in a panel discussion at the 
Appalachian State Energy Summit that was attended by students in 
App State's Building Science, Construction Management, 
Architecture and other degree programs. Hosted by NCBPA and 
following a similar panel on the previous day, this session provided 
two hours of questions and answers between students and these 
NCBPA member professionals. 
 
Click here for an article that includes key discussion points 
from the panel session. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

A Model for the Net Zero Built Environment 

Featuring: The Insulation Institute, Allied Partner 
 
The need for more resilient, energy efficient and durable buildings in 
America has never been more critical. The aging housing stock, 
concerns about global warming and building resilience, as well as 
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the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions are now the impetus 
for even the most reluctant of governments to work collaboratively 
with industry to tackle improvements in the built environment, where 
40 percent of our energy use goes. While it’s clear the time to 
address energy use in buildings is now, there are jurisdictions 
throughout the country that haven't yet developed a building energy 
efficiency action plan. The New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) has developed a model for 
tackling low- and net-zero energy building retrofit and new 
construction programs — and it’s a model that other jurisdictions can 
learn from and replicate.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

In Case You Missed It: 
When You're Surrounded by Cyber Security 
Needs and Do Not Even Know It! 

At work and home, Cyber Security is an increasingly prevalent part 
of our lives that many businesses and individuals do not understand 
and oftentimes ignore. This webinar offers an entry level view of 
Cyber Security threats and solutions to help businesses and 
individuals understand their risks, opportunities and priorities. Learn 
how to protect personal and financial data at work and home by 
prioritizing and implementing various levels of Cyber Security. 
 
Presented by: Allied Technologies and Consulting (ATC) provides 
quality products and services that focus on professional and 
technical fields. We are a Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business (SDVOSB) that prides itself in supplying a diverse 
workforce staff to customers. ATC provides multiple services and 
has a key focus on Information Technology development and Cyber 
Security in commercial and government industries.  
 
Click here to download a recording of this webinar. 

 

 

 

Updates from NCBPA 
 

Here are some highlights of recent NCBPA communications, events, ongoing advocacy 
campaigns and ways that you can get involved in our work! Login to our brand new 
Members Portal and type in password "EnergyEfficiencyFirst" when prompted.  

 

Committee and Working Group Updates: Click on a link below for much more information 
on these key initiatives, including how you can get involved!  
 

 Affordable Housing: help develop our 2019 QAP comments for the NCHFA program 
and advocate for raising the minimum efficiency standards in the program.  

 Building Commissioning: we have established a work plan for the next few months 
that involves code change proposals, key stakeholder education and training 
workshops.  

 Building & Energy Codes: need volunteers to actively participate in developing and 
pitching energy code change proposals, fighting off roll-backs and developing the 
new energy code cost-benefit analysis.  
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 Home Energy Raters: need volunteers to actively participate in working groups for 
RNC expansion, ERI development, building code changes and QAP proposals.  

 Passive House: share your projects with us and participate in our other committees 
and working groups to make sure that Passive House is included in these efforts.  

 Policy & Legislation: we continue to identify ways to restart progress on HB330, 
currently stalled because of Sen. Paul Newton, and are working on our 2020 
Legislative Agenda.  

 Workforce Development: we spoke to many students at App State Energy Summit 
last week on industry career opportunities. Contact us to schedule a presentation with 
students at your areas's colleges and universities.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

New Infographic to Share! 
 

Our new infographic highlights a NEW meaning 
to Reduce, Reuse & Recycle with Buildings, 

Energy and Electric Transportation! Read about 
it in this article from Jonathan Gach and Ryan 

Miller and share this infographic with your 
customers and professional network! 

 

 

 

 

Action Alert! 
 

Let the NC Utilities Commission know that 
Duke Energy and Piedmont Natural Gas need 

the Commission's intervention in order to 
expand Duke Energy's highly-beneficial 

Residential New Construction Program to the 
Carolinas Territory! 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

NCBPA Statement on HB330 
 

Click here to read our statement on the 
stalling of HB330, NCBPA's top priority 

legislation for the current 2019 session. This bill 
has been stalled due to a lack of support from 
one key legislator. Contact your legislator to 

request action! 
 

 

 

 

New Energy Code Cost-Benefit Analysis 
 

HB675 was signed by the Governor on July 
26th. Rep. Brody's annual building code bill 

includes a new provision that the NC Building 
Code Council will have to develop and 

implement a new cost-benefit analysis for all 
future energy code changes. Read more about 
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the bill in our Member Portal and participate in 
our monthly Building Codes Committee call to 

participate in a working group to draft the 
methodology. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Five Reasons Why: EE and Clean Energy 
 

Click here to view five messages that we 
actively shared on social media last week to 

bring attention to energy efficiency's important, 
but undervalued, role in North Carolina's clean 
energy industry. Use these images and quotes 

to help spread our message of 
#EnergyEfficiencyFirst! 

 

 

 

 

NC Building Code Council Appointments 
 

NCBPA has recommended three industry 
professionals to seats on the NC Building Code 

Council. Five positions are available for the 
upcoming term. Contact us if you would like to 
apply for a position on the Council this year or 

next. 
  

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA and AIA Educate Architects About Energy 
Code! 

There are three workshops left in our Summer 2019 Commercial & 
Residential Energy Code Workshop Series being held with AIA NC. Thus 
far, we've had great attendance and are providing excellent educational 
opportunities. 
 
Instructed by Meghan McDermott (NCBPA's Board Chair), Ryan Miller and 
several staff from Willdan, these workshops have provided hands-on 
technical training and improved understanding of the code process. Most 
participants have been commercial architects with several residential 
architects in each class. 
 
Our exhibitors have included Mitsubishi Electric, Norbord, Retrotec and 
AeroBarrier Carolinas. 
 
There are three more workshops to go in Boone this Wednesday, 
Greensboro this Thursday and Greenville on September 15th. 
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Use code "NCBPA" when checking out to obtain discounted pricing! 
Already purchased your ticket(s)? Email your receipt to Maggie 
Whittemore at AIA NC and request a refund for the difference.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

Residential Energy Code Workshop with 
Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement 

August 7 from 8:00 - 10:00am in Charlotte 
 
NCBPA will deliver a customized two-hour workshop for Mecklenburg 
County’s Code Enforcement Department on August 7, 2019 from 8 - 10am 
to provide general education, resources and documentation, and answer 
questions from code officials and stakeholders on how to properly support 
and enforce the new Residential 2018 North Carolina Energy Code, most 
specifically with the new Energy Rating Index (ERI) compliance option. 
 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

  

  

 

 

FREE Webinar: Building Envelope Best Practices 

August 20 from 1:00 - 2:30pm 
 
Join a panel of industry experts as they present best practices for design, 
installation, materials and maintenance of residential and commercial 
building envelope systems. NCBPA member pros will present a variety of 
new materials, tools and best practices for achieving high performance 
envelope systems. Participate live to join in the discussion! 
 
Presenters include: 

 Jarrett Davis – MaxLife Industries  
 Josh Bailey – Henry  
 Scott Kind – Spirit Sales Group  
 Bryan Clayton – Southern Wall Systems  

 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

  

  

 

 

Commercial Building Performance Testing and 
Commissioning Workshop 

September 25 from 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 
Open to architects, engineers, contractors, building owners, facility 
managers and industry pros of ALL types, this one-day in-building 
educational workshop provides expert instruction on how, and why, to 
performance test a variety of commercial and multifamily buildings. Learn 
how to identify and recommend improvements for a wide variety of energy, 
water, comfort and other performance issues through blower door testing, 
visual inspection, utility bill analysis and more. 
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Click here for more information and to register. 
 

  

  

 

 

Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist Workshop 

September 17 - 18 in Charlotte 
 
The Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist Training is the best opportunity 
for industry professionals to learn how to design, install and maintain safe, 
healthy and high performance crawl spaces. New professionals will 
receive a comprehensive understanding of the building science of crawl 
spaces and learn how to make them perform well in both new construction 
and retrofit homes. Experienced professionals can sharpen their skillsets 
and familiarize themselves with the latest ventilation, drying and pest 
control practices to ensure their crawl space work exceeds code 
requirements and customer expectations. 
 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 Webinar: How to Properly Specify an Air Barrier System: Aug 8, Webinar 
 Retro-Commissioning for Existing Buildings Seminar: Aug 12-15, Gaithersburg, MD 
 Green Built Alliance Achieving Net-Zero Energy Workshop: Aug 21, Asheville 
 E4 Carolinas Triangle Energy Boot Camp: Aug 21, Raleigh 

 Use discount code "50dollarsoff" for a $50 discount! 
 Energy Services Coalition Conference: Aug 21 - 23, Denver, CO 
 Green Built Alliance Annual Member Appreciation Event: Sep 5, Asheville 
 NCHBA 21st Century Building Conference & Expo: Sep 10 - 12, Charlotte 
 ENERGY STAR Product Partners Meeting: Sep 10 - 12, Charlotte 
 IIBEC Exterior Wall Technology & Science Workshop: Sep 10 - 11, Raleigh 
 IIBEC Masonry Walls Workshop: Sep 12 - 13, Raleigh 
 Home Building Crossroads: 2015 Energy Code & High Performance: Sep 17, CLT 
 Habitat for Humanity NC "Camp Habitat" Conference: Sep 18 - 20, Black Mountain 
 World Energy Engineering Conference: Sep 25 - 27, Washington, DC 
 The Net Zero Energy Building Conference & Expo: Oct 2 - 4, Los Angeles, CA 
 NAHB Building Systems Housing Summit: Oct 6 - 8, Pittsburgh 
 New Buildings Institute Getting to Zero Forum: Oct 9 - 11, Oakland, CA 
 NCSEA Gala "Powering Our Future": Oct 10, Hillsborough 
 2019 RESNET Fall Board Meeting: Oct 17, Charlotte 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Visit Our Members-Only Portal For More! 
 

Login to our NEW Members-Only Portal for much more news and ways to get 
involved! The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the 
link below and use "EnergyEfficiencyFirst" when prompted.  
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Industry News Headlines 
 

 Breaking barriers: Women in energy efficiency tell their stories 
 Experts call for ban on glass skyscrapers to save energy in climate crisis  
 LEED v4.1 revisions point to the future of building commissioning 
 Senate Energy and Natural Resource Committee passes a bill reauthorizing and 

modernizing the Weatherization Assistance Program 
 House Energy and Commerce Committee approves HR1315 Blue Collar to Green 

Collar Jobs Act 
 How to zero out emissions? More US states use energy efficienc 
 Alliance to Save Energy applauds Senate committee approval of suite of energy 

efficiency bills 
 New Passive "House" guide includes high rises and projects by Handel and 

FXCollaborative 
 Builders and consumers weigh in on the resiliency of new homes 
 Today's high-end housing design trends green 
 Top 3 areas for increased NGBS certification activity 
 Nominations are open for NAHB's Young Professionals Awards 
 Massachusetts bills aim to promote efficient appliances, net-zero housing 
 Co-ops save members and themselves money with energy efficiency programs 
 How green building can boost housing affordability 
 Sens. Shaheen, Portman sponsor bill to improve energy efficiency 

 

Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
 

  

 

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  



12

Unsubscribe ryan@buildingnc.org  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@buildingnc.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

 


