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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 8:45 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: New and Improved! NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: July 15, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
July 15, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
As part of our summer process improvement efforts, we've launched a brand new Members-
Only Portal that provides you with easy access to some of our best resources. As a result, 
we're able to shorten this bi-weekly newsletter and more easily direct you to the information 
you're looking for regarding news, ways to get involved, discount programs and more! 
 
A full update on the new Member Portal is below, but if you're curious, go ahead and click 
here and use password "MEMBERSFIRST" to login. Remember, the password changes 
monthly and is listed in this newsletter. If you ever need help logging in, just email us!  
 
The unfortunate news from last week was the tabling of HB330 - our top priority legislation 
on performance contracting. There's a news article on it below with a few quotes from yours 
truly, but be on the lookout for an official statement from us soon. 
 
The good news? We've received amazing feedback on the tremendous article written by 
our Board Vice Chairman, Pam Fasse, an award-winning residential builder in Wilmington. 
Pam provided excellent background on how NC's energy codes arrived at where they are 
today, and provided recommendations for builders, contractors and consumers on how they 
can play a role in making them better. Look for Pam's article below. Want to write an article 
with us? Let me know! 
 
Make sure to visit the Get Involved section of our new Member Portal to see how you and 
your company can participate in upcoming meetings, events and promotional opportunities. 
Here are a few highlights:  

 Be a panelist at our members-only Careers Panel at the Appalachian Energy Summit 
on July 31st. More info here.  
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 Exhibitor and Sponsor opportunities are available at our upcoming 7 energy code 
workshops with AIA. Click here for the schedule and contact us for pricing!  

 We need 3 volunteers to head up a new working group that will organize meetings 
and communications in support of expanding the Duke Energy RNC program into the 
Carolinas region. Contact us if interested! 

 We're planning our next webinar on building envelope systems. Want to participate? 
Email us!  

 Exhibit in the High Performance Pavilion at the upcoming NCHBA 21st Century 
Building Expo & Conference in September in Charlotte. More info here.  

 

Lastly, thank you to those of you that took the time to complete our Member Satisfaction 
Survey. We'll keep the survey open for a few more days in case you'd like to participate. 
And in a few weeks, we'll send out a report with the results - anonymous, of course.  

 

Thank you as always to our longstanding members, our recently renewing members and all 
of our new members. NCBPA's membership dues have been growing in 2019 and are 
making our business stronger, for you. Thank you! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

North Carolina's Energy Codes Are Under 
Short and Long-Term Attacks 

Featuring: Pam Fasse of Fasse Construction, NCBPA Board 
Vice Chairman 
 
Last August I wrote an article highlighting reasons for North Carolina 
to invest in stronger energy codes. This was just after the new 2018 
North Carolina Energy Conservation Code was completed and, 
unfortunately, around the same time that some North Carolina 
groups decided to try to roll the brand new code back. More on that 
later, but first a little background.  
 
Building codes are developed and evaluated through 
the International Code Council (ICC) to provide minimum standards 
of construction for building safety, fire prevention and energy 
efficiency which also advocates for adoption and practice throughout 
the US and internationally. Adoption by individual states, however, is 
not compulsory. Energy codes have been part of the code picture 
since about 2004, and the ICC makes extensive attempts to insert 
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the latest research results into the codes. But make no mistake, 
codes are legislative laws, and because the building code affects a 
substantial portion of a jurisdiction’s economy, it is open to the same 
influences from lobbyists and special interests as any other piece of 
legislation.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

North Carolina Senate Tables Bill to Expand 
State Energy Savings Program 

Featuring: Member companies and quotes from NCBPA's Ryan 
Miller 
 
The North Carolina Senate is sidelining a bill that would have 
required the state government to cut its energy consumption. 
House Bill 330 passed the House of Representatives in April with 
only two dissenting votes. It would increase an energy savings target 
for state government buildings from 30% by 2015 to 40% by 2025.  
 
The new goal was expected to spur hundreds of millions of dollars in 
lighting replacements, HVAC improvements, and other building 
upgrades, saving taxpayers $1.1 billion in energy costs. This is not a 
mandate to spend money,” bill author Rep. John Szoka, a 
Republican from Fayetteville, told his colleagues on the House floor. 
“This is a mandate to save money.”  
 
But Sen. Paul Newton, a Republican from Cabarrus County, said 
H330 wasn’t needed to promote energy conservation. “A legislative 
mandate isn’t required in order for that to be successful,” he told the 
Energy News Network this week. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Duke Energy Expands Clean Energy Offerings 
with "The Bloom Box" 

Featuring: Duke Energy, Allied Partner 
 
Duke Energy is expanding its clean energy offerings. Today, the 
company’s subsidiary, Duke Energy One, announced that it plans to 
acquire a portfolio of distributed fuel cell technology projects 
from Bloom Energy Corporation. That includes approximately 37 
megawatts of Bloom Energy Servers, otherwise known as “the 
Bloom Box.” A solid oxide fuel cell power generator, it takes a variety 
of input fuels, including natural has or biogas, to produce electricity 
at or near the site where it will be used.  
 
According to the company, a single cell generates 25 watts and 
reduces greenhouse-gas emissions by comparable amounts to zero-
emission wind and solar power on an annual basis. “Commercial and 
industrial customers want resilient, clean energy at predictable costs 
and solutions tailored for their business needs – and with this 
technology, we can provide just that,” Swati Daji, Duke Energy’s 

 

 



4

senior vice president of customer solutions and strategies, said in a 
statement. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Businesses, Research, Residential Living 
Come Together as Wake Forest Innovation 
Quarter Continues to Grow 

Featuring: Grubb Properties, member company 
 
As Wake Forest Innovation Quarter continues to take shape as a hub 
of activity where people work, live, learn and play, its officials are 
exploring this urban-based innovation district’s next phase of 
development. 
 
“The fact that there’s stuff under construction all the time makes it a 
little more complicated, but we’re working through that and that will 
end; although, happily, construction keeps going,” said Graydon 
Pleasants, the head of real-estate development for the Innovation 
Quarter. 
 
The Innovation Quarter, an initiative of Wake Forest School of 
Medicine, which is part of Wake Forest Baptist Health, is in the 
eastern part of downtown Winston-Salem. It sits on 337 acres, of 
which 168 acres have been developed by Wake Forest Baptist 
Health or other entities. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Slab Insulation Tricks to Improve Home 
Performance 

Featuring: Southern Energy Management, member company 
 
When we think of a home’s insulation, most of us think of walls, 
floors, and ceilings but, depending on climate, heat loss and gains 
through uninsulated slabs can make up a significant portion of a 
home’s heating and cooling load. The degree to which slabs can be 
insulated varies widely and so do the energy savings associated with 
it. Investing the time and money in properly insulating a home’s slab 
results in many benefits including: improved comfort, better moisture 
control, fewer warranty calls, lower utility costs, and better HERS 
scores! Here are a few techniques to help you capture more value. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

The Case for Energy-Plus Health Programs 

Featuring: The Insulation Institute, Allied Partner 
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Transformations taking place in both the home energy efficiency 
arena and healthcare are coming together in ways that present 
opportunities for these industries to work collaboratively to improve 
outcomes for customers.  VEIC, a sustainable energy company with 
a mission to enhance the environmental and societal benefits of 
clean and efficient energy use for all people, is out with a 
new Energy-Plus-Health Playbook. The playbook examines a three-
tiered approach to targeting unhealthy and substandard existing 
housing conditions that cause energy burdens and compromise the 
household health of low- and middle-income customers.   
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

North Carolina Tries to Clean Up Its Electricity 

Featuring: NCSEA, partner organization 
 
Let's say you want to help stop global warming and kick your gasoline 
habit. You buy an electric car. And then you go to charge it up and 
you think: Wait, where's this electricity coming from? Nationwide, 
60% of it comes from power plants burning coal and natural gas, 
belching carbon dioxide. And across the country, energy experts are 
trying to figure out what might persuade these electric utilities to 
change. 
 
It's a hot issue in North Carolina. Last fall, Gov. Roy 
Cooper declared that the state would try to reduce its greenhouse 
emissions by 40% by 2025, compared 2005 levels. The state can do 
this most quickly and easily at power plants, replacing coal and gas 
with wind and solar power. So energy experts now are trying to 
hammer out a plan for how to do it. The goal is controversial, but the 
debate isn't nearly as partisan as it used to be. That's mainly because 
wind and solar power have become much cheaper.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

 

New Energy Code Workshop Series with AIA NC 

North Carolina transitioned to new commercial and residential energy 
codes on January 1st and since then architects, developers, code officials 
and many others are learning how to best meet the new requirements. This 
eight hour workshop informs attendees of the most critical energy code 
changes and provides best practices to not only meet the new 
requirements, but exceed them as well. Instructed by energy code and 
building science expert Meghan McDermott of High Performance Building 
Solutions, this workshop will help you, your organization and your 
customers comply with the new energy code requirements where you need 
to, and exceed them where you want to. 
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In addition to the energy code updates, energy efficiency design experts 
from Willdan will deliver a one hour interactive course demonstrating how 
energy-efficiency goals—when addressed beginning in schematic 
design—can be successfully achieved, saving valuable resources such as 
design time and client budgets. The session begins with an overview of 
how comparative analysis assists in achieving energy conservation goals 
alongside factors that drive energy use. A case study building forming the 
basis of the charrette will be presented, including an overview of 
conservation strategies available for consideration. Participants will then 
break out into small groups and assemble “bundles” of selected energy 
efficiency measures to play out what-if scenarios, discussing the merits 
and challenges of each bundle. Attendees will improve their understanding 
of building energy analysis and learn how to take advantage of utility, state 
and federal rebate and incentive programs along the way. 
 
Each workshop starts at 8:30am and wraps up at 4:30pm. Lunch is 
provided! 
 
Use code "NCBPA" when checking out to obtain discounted pricing! 
Already purchased your ticket(s)? Email your receipt to Maggie 
Whittemore at AIA NC and request a refund for the difference.  
 
Click on a link below to register on the AIA NC website. 

 July 18 – Raleigh 
 July 23 – Greenville 
 July 24 – Wilmington 
 July 31 – Charlotte 
 August 1 – Asheville 
 August 7 – Boone 
 August 8 – Greensboro 

 

  

  

 

 

Member Webinar: When You're Surrounded by 
Cyber Security Needs and Do Not Even Know It! 

July 25 from 10 - 11am via Webinar 
 
At work and home, Cyber Security is an increasingly prevalent part of our 
lives that many businesses and individuals do not understand and 
oftentimes ignore. This webinar offers an entry level view of Cyber Security 
threats and solutions to help businesses and individuals understand their 
risks, opportunities and priorities. Learn how to protect personal and 
financial data at work and home by prioritizing and implementing various 
levels of Cyber Security. 
 
Presented by: Allied Technologies and Consulting (ATC) provides quality 
products and services that focus on professional and technical fields. We 
are a Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) that 
prides itself in supplying a diverse workforce staff to customers. ATC 
provides multiple services and has a key focus on Information Technology 
development and Cyber Security in commercial and government 
industries.  
 
Click here for more information and to register. 
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Residential Energy Code Workshop with 
Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement 

August 7th from 8 - 10am in Charlotte 
 
NCBPA will deliver a customized two-hour workshop for Mecklenburg 
County’s Code Enforcement Department on August 7, 2019 from 8 - 10am 
to provide general education, resources and documentation, and answer 
questions from code officials and stakeholders on how to properly support 
and enforce the new Residential 2018 North Carolina Energy Code, most 
specifically with the new Energy Rating Index (ERI) compliance option. 
 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

  

  

 

 

Building Performance Careers Panel at ASU 
Energy Summit - Speakers Needed! 

July 31st from 10am - 12:30pm in Boone 
 
Students interested in internship and job opportunities in building energy 
efficiency, green building, high performance construction or sustainability 
are welcomed to participate in an exclusive career panel for ASU students 
hosted by North Carolina Building Performance Association (NCBPA). In 
the first half of the panel, industry professionals will talk about the different 
types of industry career opportunities, the education and experience 
needed to obtain them, and provide general recommendations for finding 
the right opportunity for you, whether in North Carolina or elsewhere. In 
the second half, panelists will participate in breakout groups with students 
to answer direct questions on opportunities in residential homes, 
commercial buildings, building technologies and other topics. The session 
will end with a wrap-up discussion on best practices and lessons 
learned. Upon completion, panelists will be available to speak to students 
about internship, job and career opportunities at their companies. 
 
Want to participate? 
 
We need five industry professionals to participate on the panel. Email us 
at Info@BuildingNC.org.  
 
Click here for more information. 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Membership Dues Investment Report: 
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2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $1,462 
 Workforce Development: $1,362 
 Consumer Education: $962 
 Market Valuation: $262 

 

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 New Buildings Institute Zero Energy Homes Market Update: Jul 18, Webinar 
 NCSEA Women in Clean Energy with Strata Solar: Jul 18, Durham 
 Optima University Workshop on Solar Photovoltaics: Jul 25, Raleigh 
 Appalachian State University Energy Summit: Jul 29 - 31, Boone 
 NCBPA Roundtable Presentation to Energy Summit Students: Jul 31, Boone 
 Southeast Building Conference: Aug 1 - 2, Kissimmee, FL 
 USGBC Responsible Real Estate Management Leaders Pane: Aug 1, Charlotte 
 NCBPA Residential Code Workshop with Mecklenburg County: Aug 7, CLT 
 Retro-Commissioning for Existing Buildings Seminar: Aug 12-15, Gaithersburg, MD 
 E4 Carolinas Triangle Energy Boot Camp: Aug 21, Raleigh 

 Use discount code "50dollarsoff" for a $50 discount! 
 Energy Services Coalition Conference: Aug 21 - 23, Denver, CO 
 Green Built Alliance Annual Member Appreciation Event: Sep 5, Asheville 
 NCHBA 21st Century Building Conference & Expo: Sep 10 - 12, Charlotte 
 IIBEC Exterior Wall Technology & Science Workshop: Sep 10 - 11, Raleigh 
 IIBEC Masonry Walls Workshop: Sep 12 - 13, Raleigh 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Visit Our Members-Only Portal For More! 
 

Login to our NEW Members-Only Portal for much more news and ways to get 
involved! The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the 
link below and use "MEMBERSFIRST" when prompted.  
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Industry News Headlines 
 

 How green building incentives can boost housing affordability 
 Flat roofs, green roofs and blue roofs: How to make them work 
 Homes can hit net zero energy performance if you seal these 5 leaks 
 Circular cities of the world: What can green infrastructure do? 
 Passive retrofit: A systematic approach 
 Olympic House becomes one of the most sustainable buildings in the world 
 Proposed energy efficiency rules could slow emissions reductions 
 Interior wall brings fresh air to home of the future 
 Achieve net zero energy use in existing buildings 
 Visualizing PHPP window energy balance data in Sketchup 
 Insulated studs? This is a BIG innovation in framing! 
 How do you sell the idea of Passive House? 
 Building market titans team up to create a new energy future 
 Local governments can lead by examples in climate action, starting with the 

buildings they own 
 

Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
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Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

 


