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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's Bi-Weekly Member Newsletter for May 18, 2020

 

  

 

 

Bi-Weekly Member Newsletter 
Monday, May 18, 2020  

 

What's most important in today's newsletter: 
Upcoming events, key industry news, updates on NCBPA initiatives and ways to get involved with us! 

 

  

  

Scroll down for more information on each of these articles. 
 

How is Our Workforce Doing? 
NCBPA is working on a short survey and new 
resources to help - what questions would you 
like to see answered by your industry peers? 

 

August Conference to be Rescheduled  
Due to the ongoing pandemic, NCBPA has 
chosen to reschedule our conference and 
focus on supporting our members 

  

Workforce Development Update 
NCBPA staff will be kicking off development of 
a few items related to our hopeful grant 
application with Duke Energy Foundation 

 

Progress at Duke Energy Collaborative 
Last week's meeting with regulatory and 
program staff provided a wealth of updates that 
are summarized below for members only 

  

Several Updates for HERS Raters  
Lots of work is underway to support HERS 
Raters and RFIs in the coming weeks and 
months - take a look and get involved 

 

Commercial Commissioning Update 
Take a look at the work we're heading up on 
code proposals and workforce development to 
support commercial commissioning 

  

Policy and Legislation Update 
The short legislative session gets underway 
again today - learn about our work on HB330 
and other priority policy items 

 

CE Workshops for Builders & Code Officials 
NCBPA's residential HVAC workshops are now 
approved for builder CEs with code official CEs 
pending - learn how to receive credits 

  

New Member Benefits Coming 30 New Industry News Articles Available 
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Staff has begun work on two new resources 
that will help members find the products and 
best practices they need to stay ahead 

 

Make sure to visit our Members-Only Portal to 
see the dozens of industry and member articles 
we're posting each week! 

  

 

  

Featured Articles 
 

 

  

 

We're here to help! 
 

Contact me any time! 
 

Ryan Miller 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

919-521-3385 
 

How is Our Workforce Doing Right Now? 
As the impacts to our industry continue to evolve, NCBPA remains committed to 
helping our member companies, professionals and industry-at-large in any ways that 
we can. 
 
We're working on a short survey that will soon be sent to all industry professionals 
asking for their feedback on issues, opportunities and areas where they need help. 
What questions would you like to see answered by your industry peers?  
 
Email or call me with your feedback and I'll make sure they are included. A few areas 
that we're looking into include: 
 

 Staying in touch with laid off workers - we will provide them with a free 
individual membership so they can stay up-to-date with our industry and 
hopefully find a new job with a member. Contact me if you'd like to set this 
up for any workers at your company that have been laid off. 

 
 State and federal recovery programs and funding that may provide benefits 

to our industry. We are actively working with national advocates in DC and 
I'll be speaking with state legislators beginning today, when our short session 
convenes. 

 
 How we can use the time we now have available from the rescheduling of 

our conference to help with virtual career fair, workforce development 
resources or hands-on support for companies looking for new partners to 
help them get back to prior volume in the recovery. 

 
 NCBPA's Board of Directors is meeting remotely this Wednesday to discuss 

ways that the association can support its members. 
 
While there is certainly far too much data to absorb on this topic right now, we at 
NCBPA are committed to sharing what's most helpful and impactful for our 
members. One good data point: companies in the SE region report the highest 
workforce confidence in the country.  
 
Please stay in touch with us and let us know how we can help. Be on the lookout for 
our survey soon. 
 
Best, 
Ryan 
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August Conference to be Rescheduled 
As we reported first two weeks ago, the Boards of both NCBPA and PHCC of NC 
approved the rescheduling of our upcoming Conference for a later date. Although 
we believe we would be able to physically hold the Conference August 24 – 26, 
there are a wealth of uncertainties that we feel would make it incredibly challenging 
to continue as planned.  
 
We will work with the Raleigh Convention Center over the next few weeks on options 
to reschedule the Conference and will reach out to our presenters, exhibitors and 
sponsors for input and recommendations. Registration is closed for the Conference 
and our website has a message on the homepage.  
 
While we are disappointed to reschedule the Conference, we know this is the right 
decision at this time. Thank you for your support and understanding.   

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Workforce Development Update 
While we wait to hear about the status of our grant application to Duke Energy 
Foundation with our partner NC Clean Energy Technology Center, NCBPA is 
gearing up to take on a few of the most important activities recommended by our 
members and partners, as listed in our recent Workforce Development Report.  
 
As we reported a few weeks ago, we'll be shifting our efforts to address our current 
and future market, as opposed to the one we had earlier this year. A greater focus 
will be provided on remote learning opportunities, working to lower the costs of 
certification programs, and focusing our career pathways development on how this 
needed resource can be used to aid our workforce and companies in the future 
recovery period.  
 
Additionally, we'll be spending some extra time working on the early steps to outline 
needs and opportunities specific to the two proof of concept trades that we identified 
as being priority areas for our grant project: commercial building automation and 
residential insulation installation. 
 
Let us know what suggestions you have and what resources your company could 
use to help it hire, rehire or focus on retaining your workers in the coming months.  

  

 

  

  

Progress at Duke Energy EE Collaborative 
For those unfamiliar, NCBPA participates in a bi-monthly meeting of energy 
efficiency advocates and Duke Energy regulatory and program staff called the 
"Collaborative" to work together on improving the effectiveness of the utility's energy 
efficiency programs, and identifying new program opportunities. 
 
As we reported at the end of 2019, there are a wealth of plans underway in 2020 
that we believe will be beneficial to NCBPA members, our industry and Duke 
Energy.  
 
Last week, NCBPA's Ryan Miller participated in the second meeting of the year. 
Here are a few updates on NCBPA's participation and work underway to benefit our 
members: 
 
Cost Effectiveness Testing: Duke Energy is on track to officially change its 
energy efficiency cost effectiveness testing protocols in NC (and hopefully SC as 
well) by the end of this year, with the changes to programs starting in 2022. This 
change will provide more favorable testing result to energy efficiency programs, 
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meaning the measures completed will be more valuable, allowing for more and 
better programs to be offered.  
 
Non-Energy Benefits: Work is also underway to enable Duke Energy to credit 
non-energy benefits in its energy efficiency programs, making them more valuable. 
This would include recognition of the added value that energy efficiency upgrades 
and installations provide through lower insurance rates, lower environmental 
impacts, improved occupancy rates, improved health and safety for occupants, and 
more. NCBPA is working on an industry survey seeking feedback from companies 
on what NEBs they believe customers are most interested in nowadays and how 
they can be measured.  
 
Heat Pump Water Heaters: NCBPA is working with the NC Justice Center to 
submit proposals ahead of the July meeting for new energy efficiency program 
incentives for new construction multifamily heat pump water heaters and also 
existing low-income single family homes. Our goal is to expand the existing single 
family market rate program into these two new areas to support the expansion of 
this innovative and energy efficiency technology into multifamily and low income 
homes, saving tenants money through lower energy usage.  
 
COVID-19 Impacts: As trade allies already know, all Duke Energy energy 
efficiency programs that require in-home consultations are currently on hold as a 
result of the pandemic. We are working with Duke Energy staff and partners to 
support ways that the utility can continue offering energy and water saving 
measures without in-home consultations. We are very encouraged by Duke 
Energy's latest update to the Collaborative group about steps the utility is taking to 
offer more data and program access remotely than they have offered previously. 
We will continue to support these efforts and look forward to in-home programs 
resuming as soon as possible.  
 
Energy as a Service: Possible changes to Duke Energy's Energy as a Service 
programs may be coming this summer. The utility is currently evaluating program 
proposals from vendors that would expand and improve the incentives provided in 
the Small Business Energy Saver program and possibly add a new program called 
Smart Path. We will report back to our members on these changes as they come 
about.  
 
Contact us with your questions and recommendations for how Duke Energy can 
improve its energy efficiency programs.  

 

  

  

 

 

Several Updates for HERS Raters 
Duke Energy Residential New Construction Program: NCBPA 
continues to support the expansion of the program, which is currently in-process 
and looking good. During last week's Collaborative meeting, we heard from 
regulatory staff directly that there are no concerns at this time, and the utility is 
working with the natural gas utilities and the NC Utilities Commission on steps 
needed to re-file the program expansion application with new support from the 
natural gas utilities, who disapproved of the prior filing.  
 
Residential Energy Modeling Workshop: NCBPA is hosting a phone 
meeting this Friday from 9 - 10am with HERS Raters, NCDOI staff and others to 
discus our plans to develop a residential energy modeling workshop for builders 
and code officials. The workshop will focus on helping these two groups 
understand how and why modeling is used and how it can benefit their work. If 
you'd like to participate, email Ryan Miller to receive the invitation, or simply call-
in to our conference line 605-475-6720; Code: 529-6388 on Friday morning.  
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NCBPA to End Rating Providership Program in June: As we reported 
last week, NCBPA's Board of Directors voted to end our RESNET Rating 
Providership Program at the end of June. Doing so will allow our staff to focus on 
impactful market development opportunities (like the project below) for HERS 
Raters and all other NCBPA member companies. We are in the process of 
transitioning our rating companies to other Providers ahead of the June 30 
deadline.  
 
HERS Rater Market Development Project Phase 2: Contact us if you'd 
like to participate in Phase 2 of our project that will kickoff the implementation of 
the new ICC HERS/IECC Compliance Specialist certification in North Carolina. 
We plan to hold a virtual kickoff meeting in early June and are currently onboarding 
HERS Raters and RFIs to the project team. Monthly virtual meetings and email 
correspondence are planned ahead of likely training opportunities later in the 
summer. Visit our website for more information on this project.  

  

 

  

  

Commercial Commissioning Update 
NCBPA is in the final stages of development on a few resources that will be used to 
support our members involved in commercial building commissioning. Click here 
to learn more about this work by viewing the meeting minutes from our last 
committee meeting in mid-March. Contact us if you'd like to get involved in these 
efforts:  
 
Code Proposals: NCBPA is finalizing code proposal forms that will be presented 
at the June meeting seeking. The proposals seek to put back prior code reporting 
requirements that were removed during the last code cycle and tweak a few key 
areas that our members believe should be required. This work supports a longer-
term effort by NCBPA to establish more stringent commissioning requirements in 
the next three-year code cycle starting in 2022.  
 
Educational Brochure: NCBPA is finalizing a brochure that can be used to 
easily explain the role of commercial building commissioning in the current and 
future construction market with an emphasis on detailing the importance of 
commissioning procedures to architects, developers and code officials. The 
brochure will be developed by NCBPA and can be used by member companies to 
offer third party support for their communications with these and other stakeholders.  
 
Career Opportunities Brochure: A second brochure is being developed that 
focuses on job and career opportunities to support our industry's interests in 
recruiting new talent to participate in commissioning work. This has been a gap 
identified by NCBPA and our members in recent years, as students report knowing 
about commercial green building programs like LEED but being unfamiliar with the 
commissioning process.  
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Policy & Legislation Update 
NCBPA has continued holding virtual meetings with legislators and member 
companies over the past two weeks as the North Carolina General Assembly re-
opens to the public (and lobbyists) today. NCBPA's 2020 Policy Agenda picks up 
with work from last year on HB330 and much more. While some initiatives are 
presently on hold due to the pandemic, many continue to move forward.  
 
HB330 Performance Contracting Bill: NCBPA held a virtual call with Sen. 
Jim Burgin (R-12) last week to enlist his help in "unsticking" our bill from the 
current hold its in due to opposition from Sen. Paul Newton (R-36). Over the past 
few weeks, we have been working closely with members from Schneider Electric, 
Siemens and Trane to develop new talking points, legislative plans and more to 
advance the bill during this short session. Stay tuned for more information as we 
begin to ramp up efforts to move this bill through the Senate. Click here to learn 
more about this legislation.  
 
Commercial PACE Financing: As many of our members know, NCBPA 
wrote Commercial Property Assessed Capital Expenditures (C-PACE) Financing 
legislation in 2017 and has been trying to enable the program at the state level 
ever since. Unfortunately, the state Treasurer's office is currently opposed to the 
bill and we are unable to move it. Despite the roadblock, NCBPA continues to work 
with stakeholders in the state government, legislators and national policy 
advocates to enable the program. While is is very unlikely that we can enable the 
bill this session, we are hoping to resolve the issue with the Treasurer's office 
during this short legislative session so that we can present a new bill next year. 
Click here for more information on this legislation.  
 
NCBPA and PIMA Are Researching Energy Code Exemptions: 
NCBPA and our partner Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association 
(PIMA) have begun detailed research on SB131 and HB201 commercial energy 
code exemptions to better understand how they are being used in the 
marketplace, and importantly, what the real-world impacts of these exemptions 
may be causing. At present, we are collecting information from member 
companies and partner organizations on commercial projects that have, are or are 
planning to use the exemptions. Through our research, we plan to develop a cost-
benefit analysis of varying building types to better understand how these energy 
code exemptions could be modified to support the needs of end users while not 
avoiding beneficial energy code requirements. If your company knows of projects 
that have or are using either of the exemptions and are able to share any details 
with us, please do so that we can include them in our research. Click here and 
use password "MembersFirst" for more information on these exemptions.  
 
Advocacy and Lobbying Meetings Being Scheduled: Be on the 
lookout for invitations to in-person meetings and likely Lobby Days for Energy 
Code and HB330 in the coming weeks. Check out our 2020 Policy & Legislative 
Plans to see what we have planned for the year, and contact us if you'd like to get 
involved!  

  

 

  

  

CE Workshops for Builders & Code Officials 
NCBPA is working with several member companies to develop workshops that 
garner continuing education approval from the state licensing boards for general 
contractors and for code officials. 
 
Last week, we received approval from the general contractors board for our 4-part 
residential HVAC fundamentals series with RightTek HVAC Training. We also 
received approval for Part 1 of the series from the code officials board and are 
waiting on approval for the remaining 3 parts. 
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1. Understanding HVAC for Residential Builders – Part 1 (Load Calculation 

Fundamentals) 
2. Understanding HVAC for Residential Builders – Part 2 (Proper Unit Sizing 

and Selection) 
3. Understanding HVAC for Residential Builders – Part 3 (Duct System 

Fundamentals) 
4. Understanding HVAC for Residential Builders – Part 4 (Quality System 

Installation) 
 
NCBPA is working with HBAs across the state to schedule virtual presentations of 
the builder workshops (now allowed as of board decision last Friday) and expects 
to have those scheduled in the near future. Once approval is provided for the code 
official workshops, we will schedule those as well. 
 
Each of the four courses are currently available in our Online Catalog for purchase 
at $25 per 1.5 hour course. CEs are not provided in this format, however.  
 
We are currently working with member professionals on several other workshops 
that we anticipate offering virtually or in-person later this summer and fall. Contact 
us if you'd like to help develop these courses, or schedule them in your market: 
 

1. Selling High Performance for Builders and Their Sales Agents 
2. Understanding Energy Modeling for Builders 
3. Encapsulated Crawl Spaces for Builders 
4. Which High Performance Program is Right for You? 
5. Introduction to Net Zero Energy Home Design and Construction 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

New Member Benefits Being Developed 
Work is currently underway by NCBPA staff to develop two new resources that 
members will have access to later this summer. 
 
Product Catalog: This new online catalog will feature select products from 
NCBPA member companies and sponsors that are being used in high performance 
home and building projects across our state. The catalog will feature new, innovative 
and popular products for a few weeks at a time and incorporate new products as 
they become available. Members will have streamlined access to learn about new 
products, search for products and contact manufacturers and suppliers directly from 
our website. Contact us if you'd like your company's products to be included in the 
first release.  
 
Knowledge Base: This new online catalog will act as a searchable "Knowledge 
Base" comprised of the thousands of industry news articles that NCBPA has 
cultivated since 2014 on a wealth of topics. Currently, members can search our 
Industry Newsletter Archive by keyword to find helpful articles. This new resource 
will add new search features, categories and much more to make the results easier 
to find. Looking to learn about Passive House? Interested in the first steps to building 
a net zero energy building? These and many other topics will be provided.  

  

 

 

  

Member & Industry News  
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Don't forget to visit the Industry News Archive in our Members-Only Portal for news 
articles on NCBPA member companies and our industry-at-large.  

 
Use password "MembersFirist" to login. 

 
For today's newsletter, we've added 30 industry news articles there for you!  

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA & Key Partner Events 
 

 

  

Due to many events being canceled or rescheduled, we highly recommend checking with organizers 
of all industry events for the latest event information. We are updating our calendars as we receive 

updates from industry partners and will notify our members of key changes. 
 

More information on NCBPA's events can be found on our Events Calendar. 
 

Looking for more workshops, webinars and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar. 
 

 

  

More Info in NCBPA's Members-Only Portal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for more? 
 

NCBPA's Members-Only Portal has a 
wealth of additional industry news, 

events, webinar recordings, updates on 
our strategic initiatives and much more 

waiting for you. 
 

Click on the image to the left and use 
password "MembersFirst" to access the 

members-only content!  
 

Can't find what you're looking for? 
Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



9

Follow us on social media for more news and opportunities! 
 

      

 

     

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@buildingnc.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY. 
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have 
received the message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact takes 
reports of abuse very seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to 
abuse@constantcontact.com. 

 

 


