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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 2:10 PM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's Bi-Weekly Member Newsletter for March 16, 2020

 

  

 

 

Bi-Weekly Member Newsletter 
Monday, March 16, 2020  

 

What's most important in today's newsletter: 
Upcoming events, key industry news, updates on NCBPA initiatives and ways to get involved with us! 

 

  

  

Scroll down for more information on each of these articles. 
 

#BestInBuildingPerformance Campaign 
Last call to participate in NCBPA's upcoming 
national promotional campaign highlighting 
member companies, staff and projects 

 

Update on Workforce Development Grants  
Read about our ongoing efforts to obtain grant 
funding for our long list of beneficial workforce 
development activities 

  

Online Presentation Opportunities Coming 
Get involved in our efforts to offer online 
education opportunities for residential builders, 
commercial architects and many others 

 

Duke Energy RNC & HERS Rater Updates 
Read our latest update on RNC expansion and 
the updated scope for our HERS Rater Market 
Development project 

  

Partners Advance Utility Efficiency Policies 
Read about new progress from NCBPA partner 
organizations heading up regulatory 
improvements focused on energy efficiency 

 

High Performance Home Tour Coming Up 
Member builders, insulation contractors, home 
energy raters and many others are set to 
participate in this Triangle-based event 

  

New Members and Renewing Members 
Get to know the newest member companies to 
join NCBPA and get in touch with a renewing 
company for partner opportunities 

 

Policy & Legislation Update 
Read about our policy work from the past two 
weeks and dig in to the details with our 2020 
policy planning document 

  

Registration is Open for August Conference 19 New Industry News Articles Available 
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Make plans to attend our three-day conference 
coming up in Raleigh with a wealth of 
educational sessions, special events and more 

 

Make sure to visit our Members-Only Portal to 
see the dozens of industry and member articles 
we're posting each week! 

  

 

  

Featured Articles 
 

 

  

#BestInBuildingPerformance Campaign 
Preparing to Launch - Want to Participate? 
Once the current news cycle settles down a bit... NCBPA will pull the trigger on our 
national #BestInBuildingPerformance promotional campaign that will push out a 
wealth of email and social media advertising highlighting the People, Companies 
and Projects that make North Carolina one of the nation's leaders in building 
performance.  
 
We're looking for members to participate in this campaign by sharing your stories, 
photos and videos that help provide our point of North Carolina being one of the 
best! We want to hear from our members that are: 

 Making individual contributions that impact our local, state and national 
industry. 

 Offering innovative products and services that set a high bar for others to 
follow. 

 Delivering high performance home and building projects that are truly a step 
above. 

 
View our draft webpages here with some of our current features and look for an 
email in the next few days with detailed steps on how to participate.  

 

 

  

  

 

 

Workforce Development Grants Update 
Despite a wealth of effort on our part, unfortunately our partner organization was 
unable to submit our recent large grant application by the March 6th deadline for the 
Golden LEAF Foundation workforce development grant program. We are 
disappointed to miss this opportunity but are excited to know that our nearly 50 hours 
of grant writing, budget development and forming of new partnerships will help us 
with the next application.  
 
We'd like to thank these NCBPA member companies that spent time writing up 
strong letters of support that will be included in future grant applications: 

 Optima Engineering 
 Brady Services 
 Knauf Insulation 
 Siemens Industries 
 E2 (Environmental Entrepreneurs)  

 
And... speaking of future grant applications... We have already begun to work on our 
next application for Duke Energy Foundation's workforce development grant 
program. We are re-purposing our recent work and looking for new C3 
organizations to partner with. Stay tuned for more information as we continue to seek 
out grant funding to develop the resources our members and industry need to make 
a big and positive impact in our industry.  
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But of course, our workforce development efforts aren't confined to submitting these 
grant applications. We're finalizing a large workforce development report as a follow-
up to our February Summit in Pittsboro and continue to work on a wealth of activities 
to support our member companies, professionals and North Carolina residents 
interested in joining our industry. 
 
Find more information on our Workforce Development efforts on our website here: 

 Members-only information 
 Career Opportunities Brochure 
 Job Board and Job Seekers pages  
 Educational workshops and presentations that we offer 

  

 

  

  

Online Education Opportunities Coming Soon 
Throughout 2020, NCBPA is looking for member professionals to lead workshops, 
presentations and meetings on important areas of our work. With the Coronavirus 
impacting in-person events, we are making a hard right turn in the next few weeks 
to push most of our educational courses and presentations online. 
 
At the moment, we are finalizing efforts to pool together the many workshops and 
presentations that we and our members have delivered in the past year so that we 
can apply for continuing education credits and schedule deliver online. Click here 
to view a growing list of the workshops and presentations that we are focusing on 
right now.  
 
If you would like to participate, contact Ryan Miller with a title, description, target 
audience and any applicable CEUs so that we can work with you to schedule a 
presentation or workshop online or in-person in the coming months.  
 
All of these presentations and workshops will be used to draw more attention to our 
August Conference, so take a look at the sessions currently planned and submit 
a proposal if you're interested in presenting!  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Updates on Duke Energy RNC Program and 
HERS Rater Market Development Project 
Duke Energy Residential New Construction Program: 
We are eagerly awaiting a decision from the NC Utilities Commission on the hopeful 
expansion of the RNC program. Thanks in very large part to the efforts of NCBPA 
and our members, we feel there is a strong chance that the program expansion will 
be approved. If it is, we anticipate that it will take several months for Duke Energy to 
setup the program in the Carolinas territory. Hopefully, builders in the DEC territory 
that includes western Durham, parts of the Piedmont, Charlotte and several areas 
of upstate SC will be able to receive cash incentives for energy efficient homes later 
this year. 

 Read more about this topic on our website here.  
 Read our most recent comment letter here.  
 Read Southern Energy Management's recent comment letter here.  

 
HERS Rater Market Development Project: 
Last Friday, NCBPA's Ryan Miller held a call with RESNET's Steve Baden and 
Cardice Howard to refine the scope of this project in ways that will meet RESNET's 
policies and guidelines. Rating companies and stakeholders may recall that our 



4

original proposal was approved by RESNET's Board last October at their Board 
Meeting in Charlotte. That proposal included three primary focus areas: 

1. Advocating for the expansion of the RNC program. 
2. Advocating for the adoption of the ERI pathway as a requirement in NC's 

residential code. 
3. Developing resources to support the current implementation of the ERI 

pathway. 
 
Since last October, RESNET's staff has recommended to the Board several 
adjustments to the scope that ensure the grant funding can be provided. As of today, 
NCBPA is re-writing the scope to focus on the two areas that RESNET has 
requested: 

1. Advocating for and supporting the expansion of the RNC program. 
2. Advocating for and supporting the implementation of the new ICC 

HERS/IECC Compliance Specialist certification. 
 
We will report back to our HERS Rater members, including those that have provided 
match funding for the original scope, for feedback as soon as the new scope is 
drafted. Click here for more information on this project.  

  

 

  

  

Partners Advance Utility Efficiency 
Policies 
NCBPA is pleased to recognize the recent beneficial work of our partner NC 
Sustainable Energy Association and several other energy efficiency 
advocates that NCBPA also works with in improving the regulatory incentive 
structure for energy efficiency programs in North Carolina, particularly with 
Duke Energy.  
 
As stated in an email update from NCSEA last week, on January 15th the 
association filed joint-reply comments with Natural Resource Defense 
Council, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Sierra Club and South Carolina 
Coastal Conservation League to the NC Utilities Commission proposing 
revisions to Duke Energy Progress and Duke Energy Carolinas demand-side 
management and energy efficiency (DSM/EE) cost recovery and incentive 
mechanisms. Related, NCSEA also entered into a settlement with the NC 
Public Staff and Duke Energy on additional changes. 
 
NCBPA applauds NCSEA and these organizations for their efforts to make it 
easier for Duke Energy to offer cost-effective energy efficiency programs that 
benefit our industry companies and their customers. In summary, key changes 
from this recent work are expected to: 

 Change the discount rate used in cost-effectiveness testing. 
 Encourage the NCUC to consider new rules for commercial and 

industrial EE opt-out program customers. 
 Initiate new work on utility "decoupling" opportunities. 
 Encourage the NCUC to consider the development of an Energy 

Efficiency Resource Standard (EERS). 
 Add a new Program Return Incentive that improves cost effectiveness 

of existing and new low income programs. 
 Encourage the NCUC to explore the consideration of non-energy 

benefits in cost effectiveness testing protocols. 
 Assess the official adoption of the Utility Cost Test for cost 

effectiveness testing protocols, which is more favorable to energy 
efficiency than the current Total Resource Cost test. 
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NCBPA members will recognize that several activities in the above list tie 
directly to the three priority items listed in utility section of NCBPA's 2020 
Policy Agenda.  
 
Importantly, NCBPA is not a legal "Intervener" in filings with the NCUC and 
cannot directly participate in these types of rulemakings and proceedings. This 
is why it's so important to have partners focused on energy efficiency that are 
able to do so. 
 
As evidenced most recently in our advocacy work on the RNC program 
expansion. NCBPA will continue to play a leading role in energy efficiency 
policy advocacy and lobbying. We will continue to support the efforts of 
NCSEA, the other advocacy organizations involved, Duke Energy and the 
NCUC through the Duke Energy Collaborative (meeting this week) and other 
avenues. 
 
For more information on Duke Energy's energy efficiency programs: 

 Click here to read our recent report on NCBPA's activities in the Duke 
Energy Energy Efficiency Collaborative.  

 Click here to read a recent article from Southern Alliance for Clean 
Energy.  

 
NCBPA applauds the efforts of NCSEA and these organizations to support 
improvements to utility energy efficiency programs. 

 

  

  

NCBPA's Board Takes New Steps to Support Member 
Companies 
A week ago, NCBPA's Board of Directors held an in-person meeting in Raleigh to strategize on several key 
areas of NCBPA's business operations and our services to our members. Highlights of the meeting include: 

 Chair Kevin Lynn led a discussion on refinement and implementation of NCBPA's Strategic Plan, which 
will be announced soon.  

 Treasurer Tom Foster and Kevin Overcash presented an update on the fiscal health of NCBPA, which 
included recognition of a 24% reduction in the association's debt since last October. 

 All members discussed plans for our upcoming August Conference and how the Board can support our 
members, sponsors and partners attending the event.  

 Board Members are forming small working groups to dive-in deeper to core areas of our member 
services, policy work and much more. 

 
Click here to learn more about our Board of Directors and be on the lookout for communications from our 
Board Members soon!  
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Pictured: Chair Kevin Lynn of Building Clarity, Vice-Chair Dave Smith of HICAPS, Treasurer Tom Foster of 
Commissiong WorCx, Secretary Jessica McNaugton of CaraGreen, Dennis Gordon of City of Elizabeth City, Jason 

Epstein of JA Epstein Consulting, Anna-Martin Fritts of EDS (Exterior Diagnostic Services), Kevin Overcash of Edward 
Jones and Taylor Fearrington of Southern Energy Management. 

 

  

  

Members Set to Participate in High 
Performance Home Tour in Triangle  
Several NCBPA member builders, insulation contractors, home energy rating 
companies and others will be participating in the upcoming High Performance Home 
Tour taking place April 25 - 26 and May 2 - 3 in the Triangle, NC area. This home 
tour, formerly known as the "Green Home Tour", is a longstanding event an a model 
nationwide for builders to show off their most energy efficient, green and high 
performance homes. 
 
NCBPA members and staff will be participating in the tour both weekends, so set 
aside some time to see for yourself how area builders are designing and building 
some of our state's (and nation's!) most high performance homes! 
 
Visit www.HighPerformanceHomeTour.com for more information.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Policy & Legislation Update 
Residential Code Change Issue with ERI and Spray Foam: 
No updates were provided on this issue at last week's quarterly NC Building Code 
Council meeting. Council staff is still working with regulators on whether or not the 
code change proposal, which was submitted by Jeff Tiller and Robert Privott in early 
2019 and approved as D item in the September 2019 meeting, will become law. It's 
official approval continues to be held up due to a lack of financial justification. 
NCBPA will continue to monitor this situation and will report to our members as soon 
as we know more. Click here and look for item D-9 for more information on this 
proposal.  
 
Commercial & Industrial Energy Efficiency Opt-Out: 
NCBPA continues to discuss our plans for a customer survey and potential changes 
to Senate Bill 3, the "Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard", 
that would provide new opportunities for 7,000 and possibly more commercial and 
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industrial businesses across North Carolina to participate in Duke Energy's energy 
efficiency programs. NCBPA's Ryan Miller has begun discussions with the NC 
Department of Environmental Quality and Department of Commerce regarding 
conducting a business survey that would better inform all stakeholders interested in 
this issue on the sentiments of customers choosing to opt-out. NCBPA maintains 
that there are likely many new energy saving opportunities for small to mid-sized 
industrial customers and new reporting requirements for major industrials. We will 
continue to work on this opportunity and report back to our members on progress. 
 
HB330 - NCBPA's Performance Contracting Bill: 
NCBPA's Ryan Miller has been speaking with legislators and members over the past 
few weeks to formulate our plans to advance HB330 during the short session. 
Currently, we are collecting case studies and supportive data from our ESCO 
members to support our case for advancing the bill. Following last week's ESC of 
NC chapter meeting, we are working on next steps with members Schneider Electric, 
Trane and Siemens to formulate our plans. Stay tuned for more information in the 
coming weeks. This bill will be our top priority when the legislative session begins in 
late April.  
 
Exemptions with PIMA: 
NCBPA will soon provide new information to our members and industry regarding 
steps we're taking to advocate and lobby for changes to legislation that exempts new 
and existing commercial buildings of several types from having to meet any energy 
code requirements. We are currently formulating our plans with partners including 
Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association (PIMA) and will provide 
more information in the coming weeks.  
 
Prescriptive Measures Needed for NCHFA's Multifamily Affordable Housing 
Program: 
NCBPA is looking for feedback from our member companies on prescriptive 
measures that our industry recommends to improve the minimum energy efficiency 
standards of NCHFA's Qualified Allocation Plan, which are currently at ENERGY 
STAR 2.0 for low income multifamily buildings. Technically, these standards are 
below NC's 2018 energy code. On a recent call with NCHFA, we learned that the 
program is interested in increasing the energy and performance standards to a level 
at or near ENERGY STAR 3.0, but is currently opposed to requiring a program 
certification itself, such as 3.0.  
 
NCBPA has committed to sharing recommendations for prescriptive measures with 
NCHFA by the end of May, ahead of the drafting of the proposed 2021 QAP 
standards and the public comment period that will be held in July or August of 2020. 
NCBPA, our members and partners will continue to advocate for further 
improvements to the minimum standards as well as incentives for developers that 
go above and beyond. 
 
For now, NCBPA is requesting proposals from our members for what prescriptive 
measures should be changed or added to the program. Click here to view our 
comment letter from 2019 and more information on the program. Send your 
feedback to Ryan@BuildingNC.org and let us know if you'd like for us to schedule 
a call to discuss this opportunity.  
 
Advocacy and Lobbying Meetings Being Scheduled: 
March, April and May will be busy times for NCBPA's policy efforts as we develop 
plans, schedule meetings, and setup site tours to educate legislators on our 
industry's most critical legislative matters. Check out our 2020 Policy & Legislative 
Plans to see what we have planned for the year, and contact us if you'd like to get 
involved!  
 
More Information: 
Click here and use password "MarchPortal" to view our in-progress Policy & 
Legislation Plan for 2020.  
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Southeast Building Professionals Conference 
& Expo: August 24 - 26, 2020 in Raleigh 
Registration is now open for our upcoming conference being held in partnership with 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors of North Carolina and ten industry partners! 
As always, NCBPA members are encouraged to register at the lowest prices 
available. Discounted pricing is available for individual Attendees, groups of 5 or 
more, Exhibitors and Sponsors! 
 
If you'd like to present, click here for simple instructions on what to provide to us 
for consideration. Our Conference Planning Committee and staff will be evaluating 
proposals over the coming weeks. Already sent one in? You're good!  
 
CEUs will be provided from a wealth of industry organizations. Just confirmed last 
week, 12 RESNET CEUs will be provided to Raters, RFIs and QADs. 
 
Click here to view our official announcement opening registration and presentation 
proposal submissions from last week. For more information and to register, visit 
www.BuildingProfessionals.net.  

 

 

 

  

  

We'd like to recognize and thank our current Sponsors. Sponsorship provides discounted Attendee 
tickets, Exhibit booth space, advertising opportunities and participation in special events throughout 

the Conference. Visit our website for more information!  
 

 

 

  

  

We'd also like to recognize and thank our Partners. These state and national organizations are 
managing several of our educational tracks and will be providing advertising, continuing education 

and other support for the Conference. Visit our website for more information!  
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Member & Industry News  
 

 

 

Don't forget to visit the Industry News Archive in our Members-Only Portal for news 
articles on NCBPA member companies and our industry-at-large.  

 
Use password "MarchPortal" to login. 

 
For today's newsletter, we've added 19 industry news articles there for you!  

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA & Key Partner Events 
 

 

  

Due to many events being canceled or rescheduled, we highly recommend checking with organizers 
of all industry events for the latest event information. We are updating our calendars as we receive 

updates from industry partners and will notify our members of key changes. 
 

More information on NCBPA's events can be found on our Events Calendar. 
 

Looking for more workshops, webinars and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar. 
 

  

  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

 
Agricultural Sciences Tour 

 
March 24 in Raleigh 

 
Join CSI and BEC for a tour of this 

under construction building at NCSU 
 

Click here for more info 
 

 

 
Clean Energy in the 

Mountains 
 

April 23 in Asheville 
 

Participate in a discussion on the new 
NC Clean Energy Plan! 

 
Click here for more info 

 

 

High Performance Home Tour 
 

April 25 - 26 and May 2 - 3 in Triangle 
 

NCBPA member builders will be 
showing off their best homes! 

 
Click here for more info 
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National Home Performance 
Conference & Trade Show 

 
April 27 - 30 in New Orleans, LA 

 
Many NCBPA members are expected 

to attend! 
 

Click here for more info 
 

 

NC State Energy Conference  
 

April 28 - 29 in Raleigh 
 

NCBPA staff, partners and many 
members to participate! 

 
Click here for more info 

 

 

 
 

Affordable Zero Energy Ready 
Homes 

 
May 29 in Boone, NC 

 
Presented by member Rob Howard 

and Chuck Perry 
 

Click here for more info 
 

 

  

More Info in NCBPA's Members-Only Portal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for more? 
 

NCBPA's Members-Only Portal has a 
wealth of additional industry news, 

events, webinar recordings, updates on 
our strategic initiatives and much more 

waiting for you. 
 

Click on the image to the left and use 
password "MarchPortal" to access the 

members-only content!  
 

Can't find what you're looking for? 
Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Follow us on social media for more news and opportunities! 
 

 

 

      

 

     

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@buildingnc.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
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THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY. 
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have 
received the message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact takes 
reports of abuse very seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to 
abuse@constantcontact.com. 

 

 


