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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 8:45 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: May 13, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
May 13, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
One of the reasons this newsletter proves so valuable to us and our members is that it helps 
document and organize industry trends and new opportunities that we can check back on 
later or take advantage of immediately, maybe before someone else! We aren't in the 
market to compete with other companies for profit or market share - that's what you all do - 
our goal is to make the market bigger for our industry and afford our members an advantage. 
#MembersFirst! 
 
With that in mind, this newsletter is chalked full of action that you can take to gain an upper 
hand in the marketplace for your company or your career! Consider these three examples: 
 
1) We announced last week the availability of a home performance business in the Raleigh 
area that's up for sale. Did you notice? We posted it on social media and sent out direct 
emails to a majority of our residential members in the area. If not, take a look below! This 
turnkey opportunity could be the one you've been looking for! 
 
2) Zero energy ready buildings are growing fast - tripling in volume in the past year across 
the U.S. At the State Energy Conference two weeks ago in Raleigh, our members including 
SfL+a Architects, Optima Engineering and others presented case studies on zero energy 
ready and net positive energy buildings. They are happening more and more in NC! This 
Saturday, make time to join me in touring Asheville's First Zero Energy Ready Home from 
12 - 4pm in Mills River. This event is being put on by our partner Green Built Alliance with 
our sponsor Mitsubishi and member company Deltec Homes. Read an article about it below 
and click on the link to register!  
 
3) The tide is shifting with regard to energy code, housing affordability and market valuation. 
NCBPA has been leading a fight to ensure that the higher financial value of high 
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performance homes and buildings is incorporated into code, legislation and other market 
initiatives. Thanks to our work, a bill that would have crippled the opportunity to enable more 
energy efficient codes in NC's future was modified for the better, but still includes harmful 
statutory language that has been used in other states. Join the fight to advocate for 
responsible energy codes by participating in upcoming code meetings listed in today's 
newsletter. 
 
This work needs your active participation to be successful! We have two committee 
meetings this week that I hope you'll participate on. All you have to do is call 605-475-6720 
and enter code 529-6388 to do so! Join us today at 2pm for our Consumer Education 
Committee and tomorrow at 2pm for our Passive House Committee. A full roundup of our 
recent committee meetings is included below. Take a look and choose one or two to focus 
on.  
 
Lastly, with the NC Legislature's Crossover deadline completed last week, bills that started 
in the House, like our HB330, can now make their way through the Senate, and vice versa. 
I'll be at the Legislature tomorrow meeting with Sen. John Alexander (R-18), Chair of the 
Senate State & Local Government Committee, to seek his support in bringing forward 
HB330 to the Senate. Hopefully, it will be heard soon and get fast-tracked to the Governor's 
office for signature. Remember, we have $1.1 Billion reasons to do so!  
 
Thank you as always to our longstanding members, our recently renewing members and all 
of our new members. NCBPA's membership dues have been growing in 2019 and are 
making our business stronger, for you. Thank you! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

For Sale: Home Performance Business in the 
Raleigh Area 

As a service to our industry, NCBPA has been asked to broker 
the sale of this company. Contact Ryan for more information. 
 
Owner/Operator of busy and profitable energy efficiency services 
and moisture management contracting business serving the 
Triangle, NC area (Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill) seeks to sell the 
company and all its assets for $160,000. Services include energy 
audits, duct testing, duct sealing, air sealing, insulation, 
encapsulated crawl spaces, fungal growth remediation and drainage 
systems. 
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The company maintains an excellent web presence that creates 
consistent traffic and leads. It has a strong reputation with residential 
customers that has been developed over ten years of business and 
maintains a customer database of over 3,500 contacts. The 
company has focused on the higher margin existing home market 
targeting homes worth $300,000 and above. The company is a top-
rated contractor on Home Advisor, Angie’s List and has excellent 
online reviews on Google and Yelp. 
 
Click here to obtain more information. 

 

  

  

Indiana School District Receives $4.7m in 
Energy Improvements 

Featuring: Member company Johnson Controls and allied 
partner Duke Energy 
 
Clinton Prairie School Corporation in Frankfort, Indiana, received 
$4.7 million in energy performance improvements through a contract 
with Johnson Controls. The deal included state-of-the-art LED 
lighting as well as building optimization throughout the school district. 
Johnson Controls managed the project for Clinton Prairie School 
Corporation (CPSC), which involved exterior and interior updates to 
increase student and teacher productivity and provide a more 
comfortable learning environment, the company said. An energy 
performance contract guaranteed savings to offset the project costs. 
Work was performed during off-hours to avoid disrupting classes and 
completed in March.  
 
CPSC received a $2,033 prescriptive rebate for the kitchen 
equipment and a $1,748 rebate as a custom incentive for roofing, 
duct seal, and the building envelope from Duke Energy, according to 
Johnson Controls.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Knauf Completes Acquisition of USG 
Corporation 

Featuring: Member company Knauf  
 
Gebr. Knauf KG (“Knauf”) and USG Corporation (NYSE: USG) 
today announced the completion of Knauf’s acquisition of USG. 
This acquisition creates a global building materials industry leader 
that will be even better positioned to meet customers’ needs by 
leveraging two highly complementary businesses, product portfolios 
and global footprints. 
 
“This transformational transaction is the largest acquisition in Knauf’s 
history and, accordingly, presents significant opportunities to create 
a stronger, more sustainable company for our employees, customers 
and communities,” said Alexander Knauf, General Partner of Knauf. 
“We greatly admire USG’s strong brands, leading market positions 
in North American wallboard and ceilings, and highly talented 
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employee base. We are excited to welcome USG employees to the 
Knauf family and look forward to working together to accelerate 
growth and profitability and even better serve our customers.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Ductwork for ERVs, Dehuidifiers and Forced-
Air Heating Systems 

Featuring: David Treleven of allied partner Therma-Stor 
 
Is it possible for an ERV, a whole-house dehumidifier, and a forced-
air heating and cooling system to share ductwork? The answer is yes 
— but these systems need to be designed with care.  
 
This article describes what I believe to be the best ways that these 
three appliances can share ductwork. Since there are many different 
products in these three appliance categories, and since each product 
has specific operational requirements, HVAC contractors should 
always follow manufacturer’s installation instructions. (In this article, 
references to a “dehumidifier” always refer to a whole-house 
dehumidifier.) 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Zero Energy Buildings Are Much Healthier 
Than Conventional Homes 

Featuring: Member company BuildSMART 
 
Because the poor air quality of standard buildings creates a 
significant risk to health, zero energy homes and buildings have 
several health-related advantages over conventional buildings. Most 
conventional buildings and homes are constructed without much 
consideration for air quality and health issues. Many builders simply 
rely on compliance with standard building code. The requirements 
for building to zero, on the other hand, include delivering healthy 
indoor air quality. Zero energy builders understand healthy indoor air 
quality (IAQ) and how best to deliver it. 
 
The result is that zero energy homes and buildings embrace design 
and construction techniques that provide superior health, 
functioning, and well being through improved indoor air quality. Here 
we explore the building strategies needed to make these benefits a 
reality in newly constructed zero energy buildings. In Part Three, we 
will explore steps that can be taken to improve the indoor air quality 
of existing buildings.  
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Building Envelope Efficiency Without 
Compromise 

Featuring: Allied partner NAIMA & Insulation Institute 
 
Which is the more cost-effective method of reaching energy code 
requirements, saving energy or generating it with solar panels on-
site? According to a new report, the answer is clear.  
 
Renewable energy in the form of solar photovoltaic panels is a 
relatively new addition to residential building energy codes, but the 
use of the technology has expanded significantly in recent years. A 
new report from the American Council for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (ACEEE) concludes that despite the popularity of solar to 
meet energy code requirements, “energy efficiency is the more cost-
effective option in new home construction to achieve levels of 
efficiency associated with minimal energy code requirements.”  
 
The goal of the white paper is to provide economic and technical 
guidance to energy code policymakers and states as they adopt and 
amend efficiency and renewable energy measures in building energy 
codes. While the report acknowledges that both energy efficiency 
and solar PV have advantages for homeowners, it expresses 
concern that using onsite PV to achieve compliance with model 
energy codes could result in buildings with reduced envelope 
efficiency with no additional carbon reductions. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Lessons from Asheville's First Zero Energy 
Ready Home 

Featuring: Member companies Deltec Homes and Vandemusser 
Design, PLLC and allied partner Mitsubishi Electric 
 
The Department of Energy would like builders to up their game. 
Though it is worth celebrating the average 20% greater energy 
efficiency advertised by the Energy Star for Homes program, these 
days it’s possible to build homes that are even more energy efficient 
than that. It’s even possible while also delivering other key 
benefits: improved comfort, reduced water use, the best possible 
indoor air quality, and the ability to seamlessly integrate solar PV. 
The DOE thinks it’s time for more new homes to take that step.  
 
Enter the Zero Energy Ready Home program. Launched in 2013 as 
an outgrowth of the DOE’s previous Builder Challenge 
program (which saw 14,000 homes certified), this new home 
certification program requires a home to perform several steps above 
Energy Star. According to Jamie Lyons of Newport Partners, a 
management firm that helps the DOE administer the program, ZERH 
Certification has grown twofold from 2016 to 2018. As of late 2018 
there were several thousand homes certified across the country, with 
approximately 10,000 in the pipeline to be certified.  
 
Green Built Alliance member company Deltec Homes just built the 
region’s first Zero Energy Ready Home, after having built 100% 
Energy Star Certified homes, and many Green Built NC Homes, for 
many years. (Rated by green built alliance member Vandemusser 
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Design.) When adding this new certification we learned some things 
along the way that made us into better builders, and we thought we’d 
share those things here.  
 
See this home this Saturday! Click here to register. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Air Tightness Testing Comes of Age 

Featuring: Allied partner Retrotec 
 
My name is Ben Walker and since May of 2017, I've been co-CEO 
of Retrotec, the world's largest manufacturer of blower door and duct 
testing equipment. Our products help designers and builders reduce 
building energy use, which contributes to a cleaner, healthier 
environment. That contribution is what gets me up every day. 
 
Blower doors and duct testers have been around since the 1980s but 
at first, were only used by a small niche of energy-efficient builders. 
It's safe to say that most builders in those early years had little to no 
awareness of this equipment. 
 
That began to change when energy codes and high-performance 
construction programs like Energy Star and LEED added air 
tightness requirements. Those requirements brought air sealing to 
the average builder's attention and has led an increasing number of 
them to embrace testing not just for compliance, but to ensure 
quality. 
 
During my time in the industry, I've seen building science evolve and 
mature to the point where it's no longer difficult to build a durable, 
efficient and healthy home with minimal environmental impact. I've 
also seen testing equipment evolve to where it's more versatile, more 
accurate and more easy-to-use than ever. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

NCBPA News 
 

Join Us June 6th in Wilmington for a Market Update with AIBD Cape Fear 
Chapter and Henry Company 

Featuring: Free lunch courtesy of member company Henry  
 
How will North Carolina achieve its 16.8% potential energy savings through building energy efficiency? 
Hear from NCBPA's Ryan Miller on how you can play a role in helping our state transition to an 
#EnergyEfficiencyFirst market through new policies, programs, initiatives and resources. Hosted with AIBD 
Cape Fear Chapter. Free lunch sponsored by Henry Company.  
 
Click here for more information and to register. 
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NCBPA Needs Your Support at These Upcoming Code Meetings 

By: Curt Hurd, Residential Buildings Specialist 
 
NCBPA has recently mentioned some recent building code proposals and legislation that impacts our 
industry. We are looking for comments and feedback on these issues so we can develop a strategy to 
oppose, support or offer alternative language as required. NCBPA will need your support to appropriately 
address these proposals; there are two upcoming opportunities: 
 
NCHBA Quarterly Meeting – 5/21/2019, 8:00 AM 
Building Code Committee 
The StateView Hotel 
2451 Alumni Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27606 
Sign-up 
 
NC Building Codes Council Meeting – 6/11/2019, 9:00 AM 
Albemarle Building 
325 North Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
2nd Floor Training Room 240 
 
Below is a brief synopsis of each proposal: 
 
Code proposal to add options in the ERI backstop for insulation installed under the roof deck 
insulation in unvented attics. 
While the proposal doesn’t outright say it, the purpose is to allow the use of spray foam (air impermeable 
insulation) under the roof deck at R-20 for climate zones 3 & 4 and R-25 for climate zone 5. There is also 
an additional option provided for the use of air permeable insulation under the roof deck. This is in line with 
what has been pretty standard practice, except in the past builders/insulators were able to use REScheck 
to show total UA compliance for the home; REScheck is no longer a viable option for North Carolina, so 
this proposal offers an alternative path. If builders choose to use spray foam under the roof deck at R-
20/25, they will need to use the ERI compliance option and meet all the additional requirements for the 
ERI. One possible benefit of this proposal is that it may provide more incentive for builders to choose the 
ERI path. 
 
Code proposal to roll back the Insulation & Fenestration table (Table 402.1.2 and corresponding U-
value Table 402.1.4) to the equivalent of NC 2012 values. 
The NCHBA introduced a similar proposal last year, but it was not accepted because it required a fiscal 
note (financial analysis). This latest proposal was introduced by Gary Embler who is on the Building Code 
Council and is chair of the Residential Super Committee; Gary did not provide a fiscal note with his proposal 
and is currently working on one. It is unlikely the fiscal note will be finished in time for the BCC to discuss 
this proposal at the next meeting (6/11/2019) as there has to be adequate public notice; however, NCBPA 
and it’s members need to be prepared in the event this item does make the agenda for the BCC 
meeting. The primary argument for making these changes is that the extra cost to builders, driven by the 
new energy code requirements, is increasing the price of entry-level homes to the extent that it is preventing 
first-time home buyers from being able to qualify for a mortgage or afford to purchase a home. 
 
Please contact Curt Hurd to provide feedback, comments or support for the above items. 
 
And, look for an email tomorrow from Ryan Miller on legislation that passed the House and is now 
in the Senate that would be very harmful to NC's energy code. 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $1,210 
 Workforce Development: $1,210 
 Consumer Education: $810 
 Market Valuation: $210 

 

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 Environmental Leader & Energy Manager Conference: May 13-15, Denver, CO 
 Retrotec Webinar: Home Performance 2.0 with Nate Adams: May 17, Webinar 
 Green Home Tour with Deltec and Mitsubishi: May 18, Mills River 
 ASHRAE Advocacy Day: May 21, Raleigh 
 NC Home Builders Association Q2 Meeting & Lobby Day: May 21 - 22, Raleigh 
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 USGBC Tour of NCSU CFL & ACI Ceramic Precast Home: May 22, Raleigh 
 Affordable Zero Energy Ready Homes: May 31, Boone 
 Self-Adhered & Fluid Applied Installer Certification Training: Jun 4-6, Charlotte 
 EEBA Advanced Houses That Work: Jun 4, Charlotte 
 NCBPA Market Update in Wilmington with AIBD and Henry: Jun 6, Wilmington 
 USGBC LEED v4.1 Technical Workshop: Jun 11, Charlotte 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 Modular Housing, Tiny Homes and the Future of Energy Efficiency: Jun 13, 

Webinar 
 BOMA 2019 International Conference: Jun 22-25, Salt Lake City, UT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 
 Retro-Commissioning for Existing Buildings Seminar: Aug 12-15, Gaithersburg, MD 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Shop at Home Depot? Earn a Rebate! 

Through the Home Depot PRO XTRA Loyalty Program, you will be 
eligible for a one percent (1%) rebate on all your expenditures at 
Home Depot each year.  This rebate is on top of any other benefit 
the credit card you register already delivers.  On your Home Depot 
receipts, you will see your "PRO XTRA Statement". You will also 
receive an email directly from Home Depot tracking your 
progress. Get started today by following these steps: 

  Create a PRO XTRA Account. 
 Once you are logged in, click the "Get Started" button (see 

below).  
 Copy this agreement code: BPA-USC and paste it when 

entering your account information*.  
 *If you are self-employed, or do not want to associate your 

credit card with your PRO XTRA account, enter your name 
in the company field and "Consumer/DIY" as the type.  

 
For PRO XTRA support, call: 866-333-3551. 

 

  

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

Our Committees are up and running with the next round of monthly 
phone meetings in early May. We're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! Visit our Committee Directory for more 
information including priorities, meeting times and more! 
 
NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
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 Building Commissioning 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
 Workforce Development 

 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join and we'll reply back with a 
meeting appointment for your calendar. 

 

  

  

 

 

UPDATED! Looking to Hire? Let us help! 

Send us your job postings to be included on our Job Board and take 
a look at our own Job Seekers page with available candidates. 
NCBPA is proud to share the resumes of these students seeking 
internships with our member companies: 

 Forrest Singletary - seeking summer internship in the 
Triangle area in efficiency, renewables or environmental 

 Behnam Shokri - seeking summer internship in efficiency, 
renewables or energy engineering 

 Chakara Rajan Mdhusudanan - seeking position in building 
performance the Carolinas or Georgia 

 Nick Furigay - seeking summer internship in building 
performance in the Triangle area 

 Aditi Chakravarty - seeking full-time position in 
environmental policy or communications positions 

 Moriah Petersen – seeking full-time position starting 
Summer or Fall 2019 with building performance firms  

 Marshall Courtney – seeking internship or co-op position for 
Summer/Fall 2019 in energy or mechanical engineering in 
Charlotte area  

 Daniel Sumner – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Asheville or Hendersonville area in Construction/Green 
Building  

 Matthew Byington – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Raleigh in Sustainability and Renewable Energy  

 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 

 

  

  

 

 

Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online 
Job Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 The Weidt Group: Energy Projects Manager and Energy 
Efficiency Auditor in Charlotte 

 Franklin Energy: Regional Marketing Manager in Charlotte 
 ICF: Senior Energy Efficiency Portfolio Lead in Raleigh 
 Energy Systems Group: Senior Business Development 

Manager in Raleigh, Asheville or Nashville, TN 
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 Moseley Architects: Construction Contract Administrator in 
Charlotte 

 Franklin Energy: Energy Specialist and Direct Installer in 
Raleigh 

 Green Built Alliance: Part-time Field Technician in Asheville 
 Spirit Sales Group: Construction Technical Sales Specialist 

in Raleigh 
 Stevenson Consulting: Sales Consultant in Raleigh 
 Huber Engineered Woods: Innovation Project Manager in 

Charlotte 
 Southern Energy Management: Residential Building 

Performance Technician in Charlotte 
 ABS Insulating: Sales, Operations and Installer Positions in 

Charlotte 
 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 140 positions available in NC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 120 positions available in NC 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Greenserve: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Find more information on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
 
The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "ThatsBuildingPerformance" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 

  

 

 

  

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
 

Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  

 

  

  

Top Energy Trends for the 2019 Commercial 
Market (so far) 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
Fresh off the 2019 North Carolina State Energy Conference, NCBPA staff 
had the opportunity to learn and network with industry professionals and 
friends on the latest trends and updates not only for energy and 
renewables in NC but also on a National level. 
 
Last year, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) sponsored the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) to develop a 2018 Top Ten list to 
highlight energy savings technologies for the United States’ building sector 
that represent good value for money, are innovative, reliable and widely 
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available. This list covers a broad range of technologies spanning both the 
residential and commercial sectors, including windows, envelope, sensors 
and controls, lighting, and HVAC.  
 
Trend forecasting was a huge topic at the SEC this year, and we wanted 
to provide our takeaways and forecast a few trends that we have and will 
see for 2019:  

1. Energy Management: Even though this was #2 on the 2018 list, 
the demand for greater and immediate insight into energy use is 
set to continue, especially as the increasing integration of data 
infiltrates the market of commercial energy users.  

2. Cybersecurity: With increasing wireless and automation systems 
taking over the commercial market, corporations are needing to 
evaluate their risk and threats to external suppliers and networks. 
Cybersecurity services are expected to rise due to the increased 
attacks that can disrupt function on multiple levels, from data 
security to infrastructure.  

3. Energy storage: The technology and understanding of 
commercial energy storage will continue to develop as the 
technology becomes more viable and attractive for smaller building 
projects. Energy storage is set to become an increasing formality 
for the majority of new renewable technologies from now on.  

4. Electric Vehicles (EVs): EVs have gained attention and 
production substantially across the US and with transportation 
remaining the country’s largest source of emissions, EVs are the 
most promising technology to decarbonize that market and 
surrounding infrastructure. Although, the underlying question that 
comes with EVs is what role will utilities and local governments play 
in distributing charging stations throughout state? This will be a 
topic that will transcend various stakeholders, marketplaces, and 
legislative influence.   

 
Have questions about this topic? Contact me at Abby@BuildingNC.org or 
828-507-2472.  

 

  

  

The Future of Home Performance for Existing 
Homes 

From: Curt Hurd, Residential Buildings Specialist 
 
We are in the middle of a robust housing market and residential new 
construction in North Carolina is going strong – particularly in metro 
markets. We’ve made some positive strides with Energy Code 
requirements over the last decade and new homes are certainly more 
energy efficient and comfortable than in decades past, but what about 
existing homes? Improving the efficiency of existing homes can have a 
huge impact on the overall energy consumption of residential buildings.  
 
Program and outside financial support to improve the efficiency of existing 
homes is modest at best and questionable going forward; the home 
performance industry needs to move forward and survive without counting 
on 3rd incentives. Most homeowners think about calling a home 
performance contractor if there is a particular issue they are having or 
because of a rebate they’ve learned about. In North Carolina the financial 
incentives from programs and rebates are not very strong and don’t drive 
large numbers of homeowners to move forward with significant efficiency 
improvements. Direct advertising to potential customers is certainly part of 
the equation, but has historically proven to be challenging.  
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One effective method of tapping the market is to target an existing 
customer base of a related trade. HVAC contractors are constantly in 
existing homes to service, repair & install residential systems. While 
interfacing with these customers, transitioning to a discussion about whole 
house energy efficiency should be easy and natural. The partnership of 
home performance and HVAC is unavoidable, but often sold and marketed 
to customers separately; the two may even compete directly for customers 
and their dollars. Retrotec is having a webinar on Friday with guest Nate 
Adams from Energy Smart Ohio. Nate is a successful home performance 
contractor, author and industry resource; I encourage you to Register to 
perhaps gain some new perspective on the future of home performance. 
 
Have questions about this topic? Contact me at Curt@BuildingNC.org or 
336-263-5299. 

 

  

  

How You Can Play a Leadership Role in Making a 
Difference for Our Industry and Your Company 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director  
 
As a not-for-profit member-based trade association, our work is founded 
in providing our members with as many quality opportunities to make our 
industry, your businesses and your careers better. What you decide to take 
action on, and benefit from, is up to you. 
 
For the past six months, our staff has been hard at work creating meeting 
agendas, reports and recruiting participants for monthly committee 
meetings held via phone. Our Board of Directors has also led efforts by 
volunteering their time to coordinate the work we take on. But, 
unfortunately, member participation has remained low. Maybe it's because 
our industry is busy and doing well right now. Maybe it's because the times 
don't work for everyone's schedules. Or maybe it's that our members are 
satisfied with our work and know that "NCBPA has it covered". 
 
Well, while I wish that last item were true, it can't be. Qualitative member 
engagement is the hardest part of running an association. Association 
executives like myself (and our staff and Board) want members to interact 
with us by doing more than reading emails or clicking on a social media 
post. We want you to take advantage of as many good opportunities to 
learn, network and contribute as you can. When you do so, you support 
our work by letting us know its important, contributing quality content to the 
conversation and helping to direct our focus areas. 
 
For the next four weeks, just those four weeks, I urge you to participate in 
an upcoming committee meeting via phone - you just call in and chat - to 
learn how you can play a more active role in growing our industry, your 
company and your career. It means the world to us to have our members 
engaged and we only do this to offer you direct benefits. 
 
The offer is on the table. I hope you take it! 
 
Have questions about this topic? Contact me at Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 
919-521-3385. 

 

 

 

 

  

Committee Updates: Get Involved! 
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Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

Building & Energy 
Codes Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 10am. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Building & Energy Code Update: 
 Curt is working on new residential code change 

proposals that may add some prescriptive measures 
to closed attics, including for supply air and 
dehumidification. 

 NCBPA will be attending the upcoming NCHBA and 
NCBCC meetings in support of maintaining NC's 
current energy efficiency code requirements. 

 Closed crawls are having trouble meeting HERO 
program - Curt is evaluating solutions with RESNET, 
ICF and other stakeholders. 

 Abby is benchmarking new 2021 IECC code 
changes that could be incorporated into NC's next 
codes. 

 Abby is working with members to evaluate questions 
on the new code related to COMcheck and 
compliance methods, which are starting to be 
noticed. 

 NCBPA staff and members just turned in our top 3 
recommendations for energy efficiency codes to the 
NC Energy Efficiency Roadmap project being led by 
the Nicklas Institute at Duke University. 

 
The next Committee meeting will be held on June 5th.  
 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join the Committee to participate in this important 
work. 

 Make plans to participate in upcoming NCHBA and 
Building Code Council meetings to push back on 
further rollbacks of NC's energy code. 

 Oppose energy efficiency rollbacks recently 
proposed by the NC House. 

 

 

 

 

Building 
Commissioning Sub-
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first Thursday 
of every month at 3pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Building Commissioning Update: 
 Abby and committee members are evaluating 

commissioning requirements in NC's new code and 
what changes may be needed to reinforce new items 
or adjust items causing issues. 

 Abby and committee members are evaluating a 
variety of market development opportunities 
surrounding workforce development, code official 
education and more. 

 NCBPA staff and members just turned in our top 3 
recommendations for energy efficiency codes to the 
NC Energy Efficiency Roadmap project being led by 
the Nicklas Institute at Duke University. Our 
recommendations include steps to incorporate 
required full building commissioning in NC's future 
codes. 

 
The next Committee meeting will be held on June 6th. 
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Member Support Needed: 
 Join this Sub-Committee to provide support and 

ideas for improving NC's building commissioning 
market. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Monday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education Update:  
 Due to a lack of participation, the Consumer 

Education Committee did not meet on April 8th or 
May 13th. 

 
The next Committee meeting will be held on June 10th. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set 
the priorities and goals for this important work in 
2019! 

 Take a look at the content on our consumer 
education websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know 
what additions and changes we should make! We'll 
be happy to include your company's case studies, 
videos, photos and content recommendations in 
either site. 

 Know of a large company or organization that 
believes in sustainability or works in our industry? 
Work with us to host a workshop for their employees 
using our HomeEnergyNC workshop! 

 

 

 

 

Market Valuation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on an as-
needed basis via phone. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Market Valuation Update: 
 NCBPA's Ryan Miller has been working with Bob 

Burns of member company Pivotal Energy Solutions 
to formalize a scope of work with Triangle MLS for 
"greening" new parts of the MLS. This work has 
been underway for more than 1.5 years and is finally 
reaching a defined scope. 

 Ryan Miller is developing a program outline that may 
be piloted in Asheville and the Triangle that would 
provide increased "Green MLS" resources for 
builders, rating companies, Realtors and many 
others to identify the best steps available to improve 
the value of high performance homes in these 
markets. 

 NCBPA's Abby Coulter has begun researching 
market valuation and "Green MLS" opportunities for 
the commercial market. 

 
Next Meeting Agenda: 

 No meetings are planned at this time. 
 However, NCBPA staff will schedule a meeting for 

interested parties to discuss this topic and how they 
can get involved in our work, and how NCBPA can 
get involved in their work. 

 Contact us if interested. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  

 Contact us if you would like to get involved in this 
work. NCBPA staff is heading up several activities 
and would like to work with our members to establish 
pilot programs in metro areas. 
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 Develop and share messaging on social media, at 
workshops and conferences that promote improved 
affordability from energy efficiency and building 
performance. This Fannie Mae article is an example. 

 NCBPA seeks funding to perform our annual market 
inventory report, last completed in March of 2018, to 
gather valuable insight on NC's residential and 
commercial building markets, particularly related to 
the added value of high performance buildings. 
Contact us if you'd like to participate or help fund this 
work. 

 

 

 

Passive House 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every 
month at 2pm 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Passive House Update:  
 NCBPA has requested partnership with PHIUS and 

PHAUS to advance our PH work in NC. We are 
waiting on them to send an updated Allied 
Organization agreement for us to review. 

 NCBPA's Ryan Miller continues advocacy efforts to 
bring points to NCHFA's QAP program for PH and 
continues to propose a developer incentive program 
by Duke Energy. 

 Members Ron Frazier and Tony Hirst presented on 
PH during their State Energy Conference session on 
April 30th in Raleigh. 

 
May 14 Meeting Agenda: 

 Discuss results of PH items at State Energy 
Conference Session. 

 Discuss PHIUS/PHAUS collaboration opportunities 
including any progress on Allied Organization 
opportunity with PHAUS. 

 Discuss educational programming proposed on last 
call for webinar and in-person workshops. 

 Discuss progress on NCHFA and Duke Energy 
initiatives. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Committee to learn about about Passive 
House and how you can support its integration into 
NC's residential and commercial construction 
markets. 

 Share your Passive House projects with us via case 
studies, photos, videos and more. NCBPA staff will 
include them in our presentations and on our 
websites. 

 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 1pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 

 

 

Policy & Legislation Update:  
 Ryan Miller will be at the legislature tomorrow 

meeting with Senators to advance HB330, our 
performance contracting bill, which passed the 
Crossover deadline last week. 

 The Energy seat legislation we hoped to pass was 
put on hold a few weeks ago following NCHBA's 
notice of opposition, but may have just come back 
into place due to opposition to Rep. Brody's HB675, 
which includes harmful language regarding energy 
code cost-benefit analysis. 
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Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 PACENation and the C-PACE Alliance have 
apparently passed, again, on supporting NC's 
passage of our 2017 C-PACE bill. 

 There are a variety of other clean energy industry 
legislative activities underway - look for a separate 
email from NCBPA tomorrow with summaries of 
these items. 

 
The May 1st meeting was not held due to no members 
calling in for it. 
 
The next meeting will be held on June 5th. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Policy & Legislation Committee to support 
the association's policy work. Click here for more 
information including steps to join the committee.  

 If able, please contribute to our advocacy and 
lobbying budget. NCBPA is currently funding this 
work through a small portion of membership dues 
alone. To make it through the long session, we need 
your support! 

 

 

 

Workforce 
Development 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Workforce Development Update:  
 NCBPA staff continues to work on finalizing 

deliverables for Career Pathways and 
Apprenticeship programs. 

 Ryan Miller has been reaching out to national 
organizations for financial support of the 
association's Career & Training Center on Wheels 
concept. 

 Ryan Miller continues to participate in the NC EE 
Roadmap Project's workforce development working 
group, being led by Tim Gasper of member company 
Siemens. 

 
The May 9th meeting was not held due to no members 
calling in for it. 
 
The next meeting will be held on June 13th.  
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 Contact us to schedule a presentation to students at 
colleges and universities in your area. 

 

 

 

 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 Article featuring Chapel Hill, NC buildings receiving energy upgrades to address 
climate crisis 
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 Building Performance Association launches new website and membership options 
 2019 ENERGY STAR Award Winners Announced 
 Building Energy Exchange launches new resources with tech tips and case studies 
 Prioritizing indoor air quality in new construction - featuring allied partner NAIMA 
 Living Building Challenge 4.0 released alongside new "Core" program 
 How to become a skilled tradesperson 
 N.C. Gov. Cooper could play a major role in energy policy with four upcoming 

appointments 
 DOE partners on zero-carbon retrofits for the multifamily building sector 
 The power of building and energy codes - featuring partner organization PIMA 
 NBI releases zero energy building count and trends for 2019 
 Buying an energy-efficient home is financially a bright idea 

 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 
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