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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 8:25 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: April 29, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
April 29, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
I'm thrilled with the positive feedback we received two weeks ago for our feature on 
emerging leader Rachel Dodgen. The NCBPA Team is proud to share inspirational stories 
of your industry peers and have plans for many more to come throughout 2019.  
  
Speaking of, it's about time you all meet Graham Lewis of Schneider Electric! Graham has 
been with member company Schneider Electric for about three years as part of the public 
sector sales team. Graham has been a very active participant in NCBPA's efforts to improve 
NC's guaranteed energy savings performance contracting program and is always looking 
for ways to support our work. In this interview, Graham shares information on his career 
pathway and offers advice to students looking to find the right fit for their first job out of 
school. Take a look and share this article with the students and emerging professionals you 
know!  
 
The summer of workforce development continues to ramp up with a video tour of Cape Fear 
Community College's Sustainability Technologies program lab with John Wojciechowski, 
Program Director, long-term NCBPA member and professor of all things building science to 
hundreds of industry professionals now working all over the country! Click on the article 
below for an 11-minute guided tour of his new lab that may include some products and 
materials from our sponsors! 
 
This week, our monthly committee meetings ramp up and your participation is needed to 
move these important initiatives forward! Scroll down to view the upcoming meeting 
schedule and agenda for each of our committee meetings. To participate, simply email us 
with which one(s) you're interested in and we'll forward you a meeting invite and call-in 
number. Simple! There's no cost and no obligation to participate - our staff facilitates these 
meetings for you! 
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And speaking of membership value, make sure to take a look at the 5 new member 
companies that joined in the past two weeks, bringing our 2019 total to 31 new member 
companies! Thank you to ALL our member companies and please encourage your partners, 
vendors and customers to consider joining NCBPA! The more companies and professionals 
we represent, the better we can serve our industry! 
 
Last up, if you haven't done so already, please take 60 seconds to sign-on to support the 
"Blue Collar to Green Collar Jobs Development Act of 2019". This federal legislation would 
provide a huge boost to our industry's efforts to improve training and address the skilled 
labor shortage that many of our member companies are facing.  
 
I look forward to seeing (and moderating) many of our members at the State Energy 
Conference taking place tomorrow and Wednesday in Raleigh. Look for Abby and I there 
and please introduce us to potential members that you work with or meet!  
 
Have questions or feedback? Let us know! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

Selling Guaranteed Energy Savings: NCBPA 
Interviews Graham Lewis 

Featuring: Graham Lewis of member company Schneider 
Electric 
 
Graham Lewis is the Performance Contracting Sales Representative 
for Schneider Electric's western North Carolina region. His day-to-
day work involves calling on potential customers with energy and 
water savings project opportunities, working through the paperwork 
and regulations involving state and local government projects, and 
participating in industry growth initiatives that help advance the 
industry and his career. 
 
Graham was recruited by Schneider Electric as a Senior at NC State 
University in Raleigh and has been with the company for almost three 
years. In this time, Graham has spent a wealth of time on job sites 
learning building performance firsthand, has presented at industry 
conferences and has received sales and relationship management 
training through Schneider Electric, which consistently ranks in the 
world's top firms for most-admired, ethical and sustainable. 
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Below, Graham answers questions from NCBPA about his career 
pathway, advice he has for students looking to enter the workforce 
and addresses common misconceptions that young professionals 
may have about their first position out of school. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

This Week: Join Members, Sponsors and Staff 
at the NC State Energy Conference in Raleigh 

Featuring: Many member companies! 
 
Many NCBPA member companies (and staff!) will be speaking, 
moderating and exhibiting at the upcoming 2019 State Energy 
Conference of North Carolina, being held April 30-May 1 at the 
McKimmon Center in Raleigh, NC. Attendees can receive 
professional continuing education credits (AIA, BPI, LEED), learn 
from over 75 expert speakers, choose among 30 different sessions 
in six different tracks, and network with 50+ exhibitors and sponsors 
at extended breaks and receptions.  
 
Three tracks and over 15 sessions include Residential Homes, 
Commercial & Industrial Buildings and Governmental & Institutional 
Buildings -- covering energy efficiency, data, best practices in design 
and operations, resiliency, the future and more. View the agenda and 
register at https://ncenergyconference.com/!   

 

 

 

  

  

Video Tour of Cape Fear Community College's 
New Sustainability Technologies Lab 

Featuring: John "Woj" Wojciechowski of Cape Fear Community 
College, member company  
 
Last week, NCBPA staff participated in Cape Fear Community 
College's 2nd Annual Construction Career Awareness event to 
speak with high school and community college students about career 
opportunities in NC's building performance industry. After the event, 
John Wojciechowski, Program Director for Sustainability 
Technologies and instructor for many NCBPA member 
professionals, provided us with a guided tour of their new lab space. 
Watch the video tour to see how CFCC students are learning about 
crawl space encapsulation, blower door testing, green roofs, solar 
PV and many other sustainable construction practices. Learn more 
about CFCC's Sustainability Technologies program here. 
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Benefits of Building with SIPS Panel in the 
Charleston, SC Climate 

Featuring: Eco-Panels, member company 
 
Many in the construction industry do not like change, that is a fact - 
not a criticism. Change can disrupt and is often unnecessary, but the 
fear of change should not blind us from potential advantages. Enter 
the availability of SIPS or Structural Insulated Panel Systems into a 
construction industry dominated by masters in the process of 
traditional framing or "stick build." Speaking as a builder of custom 
and historic homes in Charleston and Bluffton, SC clients like their 
homes to be ecologically friendly or "green," but the majority are 
unwilling to pay extra for the advantages. So any changes that offer 
this sort of advantage should not increase the overall cost. We can 
all search Google, so there is little point in repeating a tedious list of 
advantages or disadvantages of SIPS construction. Having become 
quite accustomed to this product and its successful outcome, we just 
built a home at 269 St Philip St, in the downtown Charleston historic 
district with a SIPS Panel system from our supply partner, 
EcoPanels. We are about to create a beautiful custom home in 
Palmetto Bluff with the same system. So it begs the question - 
"Why?"  
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Grid Optimization: What Does It Mean? 

Featuring: Franklin Energy, member company 
 
Grid optimization—a fairly new term that you might be unfamiliar 
with—includes three major components: demand response, the 
management of distributed energy resources, and the 
implementation of non-wire alternative programs. Franklin Energy is 
working hard to evolve with the changing needs of utilities and end-
use customers by developing innovative programs and products. 
We are breaking down silos within the industry and integrating new 
technologies, focusing more than ever on providing grid optimization 
services for our clients. Let’s take a deeper dive into each element 
to get a better feel for our vision of the future of our industry.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Energy Innovation Task Force Announces 
Indefinite Postponement of Duke Peaker Plant 

Featuring: Green Built Alliance, partner organization 
 
The Energy Innovation Task Force (EITF) is excited to announce 
that through community collaboration, the gas-fired peaker plant, 
originally planned for 2023, has been pushed out beyond 2032. 
“Delaying the need for any additional natural gas-fired generation in 
Buncombe County beyond 2032 is a big deal. The facility would have 
cost residential and business ratepayers more than $100 million paid 
for through higher electricity bills,” notes EITF member and Chair of 
the Buncombe County Board of Commissioners Brownie Newman. 
The peaker plant would have been used to ensure electricity 
production during peak demand times such as the coldest winter 
days.   
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Sneak Preview of NCSU's New High 
Performance Science Building 

Featuring: A High Performance Building at NCSU that member 
Mike Kapp is working on! 
 
The new building, with its rooftop greenhouse, small auditorium and 
open work spaces, will grab the most attention. Construction on the 
N.C. State Plant Sciences Building — naming rights can be had by a 
donor — is expected to begin in May and a groundbreaking 
ceremony is set for Sept. 6. It is expected to open in the fall of 2021. 
The building will sit near Partners Way, Main Campus Drive and Oval 
Drive, next to the Golden LEAF Biomanufacturing Training and 
Education Center.  
 
Many of the school’s agriculture buildings were built in the 1950s. 
The space, which officials say will meet or exceed standards of top 
private facilities, should help generate greater results and attract and 
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retain the best people, Briggs said, said Stephen Briggs, the launch 
director for the Plant Sciences Initiative. The college expects to hire 
about 140 staff members as part of the initiative. More than half have 
already been hired.  
 
“That building is designed to do science in a totally different way then 
I learned how to do science,” said Steve Lommel, associate dean of 
the agriculture college. “What we’re trying to do is we’re trying to 
capture all the science and all the other fields and apply them to plant 
problems, plant issues and plant opportunities.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

3 Ways Disposable Spray Foam Kits Can 
Improve Your Projects & Bottom Line 

Featuring: IDI Distributors, member company 
 
Wholesale spray foam insulation kits help you meet quality 
standards: while staying on budget and on time. A disposable spray 
foam kit is one of the most versatile (and important) products for 
commercial and residential insulation projects. When used properly, 
they’re a cost-effective game changer for these 3 reasons:  
 
1. VERSATILITY: High-pressure rigs may be your first choice over 
a foam kit because they offer a low cost per board foot when 
processing spray foam out of 55-gallon drums. But that doesn’t 
mean your projects won’t need a reliable backup. If the job is not 
substantial enough to cover the expense of sending a rig for a half-
day, you may be wasting your resources. Plus, what is your plan for 
dreaded rig malfunctions that could cause you to stop working 
altogether? For projects of different sizes, unexpected rig 
breakdowns and other on-the-job issues, spray foam insulation kits 
could be your saving grace. These kits will ensure your projects 
stay on time and on budget. Our recommendation is to have a few 
kits available for every project so you don’t have to stress over 
common insulation issues, like the ones that have kept you from 
meeting deadlines in the past.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Ecological Insulation 

 

 

 

  

  

Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $1,208 
 Workforce Development: $1,058 
 Consumer Education: $758 
 Market Valuation: $208 

 

 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
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 NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: May 4-5, Triangle 
 Webinar: Prefabricated Curtain Walls: May 7, Webinar 
 Environmental Leader & Energy Manager Conference: May 13-15, Denver, CO 
 Retrotec Webinar: Home Performance 2.0 with Nate Adams: May 17, Webinar 
 Green Home Tour with Deltec and Mitsubishi: May 18, Mills River 
 ASHRAE Advocacy Day: May 21, Raleigh 
 NC Home Builders Association Q2 Meeting & Lobby Day: May 21 - 22, Raleigh 
 Self-Adhered & Fluid Applied Installer Certification Training: Jun 4-6, Charlotte 
 EEBA Advanced Houses That Work: Jun 4, Charlotte 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 BOMA 2019 International Conference: Jun 22-25, Salt Lake City, UT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 
 Retro-Commissioning for Existing Buildings Seminar: Aug 12-15, Gaithersburg, MD 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

 

  

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Add Your Products to Our New Online 
Directory! 

Sponsors and Members are welcomed to send us your products to 
be included on our new Online Product Directory! The NCBPA 
Team has been hard at work making updates to our website that 
highlight key initiatives and better advertise our sponsor and member 
companies, their services and their products! Thanks to a suggestion 
from member company Tamarack Technologies, we now have a 
section just for products! 
 
To have your product(s) listed on the site, email us the following 
information (as links to your webpages or as attachments): 

 Product name 
 Description 
 Photo 
 Link for more information 

 
Allied Partners receive up to ten listings on the Sponsor Products 
site. 
 
Members receive one free listing on the Member Products site and 
additional listings for a fee. Contact us for pricing and additional 
options. 
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Shop at Home Depot? Earn a Rebate! 

Through the Home Depot PRO XTRA Loyalty Program, you will be 
eligible for a one percent (1%) rebate on all your expenditures at 
Home Depot each year.  This rebate is on top of any other benefit 
the credit card you register already delivers.  On your Home Depot 
receipts, you will see your "PRO XTRA Statement". You will also 
receive an email directly from Home Depot tracking your 
progress. Get started today by following these steps: 

  Create a PRO XTRA Account. 
 Once you are logged in, click the "Get Started" button (see 

below).  
 Copy this agreement code: BPA-USC and paste it when 

entering your account information*.  
 *If you are self-employed, or do not want to associate your 

credit card with your PRO XTRA account, enter your name 
in the company field and "Consumer/DIY" as the type.  

 
For PRO XTRA support, call: 866-333-3551. 

 

  

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

Our Committees are up and running with the next round of monthly 
phone meetings in early May. We're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! Visit our Committee Directory for more 
information including priorities, meeting times and more! 
 
NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
 Building Commissioning 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
 Workforce Development 

 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join and we'll reply back with a 
meeting appointment for your calendar. 

 

  

  

 

 

UPDATED! Looking to Hire? Let us help! 

Send us your job postings to be included on our Job Board and take 
a look at our own Job Seekers page with available candidates. 
NCBPA is proud to share the resumes of these students seeking 
internships with our member companies: 

 Chakara Rajan Mdhusudanan - seeking position in building 
performance the Carolinas or Georgia 

 Nick Furigay - seeking summer internship in building 
performance in the Triangle area 

 Aditi Chakravarty - seeking full-time position in 
environmental policy or communications positions 



10

 Moriah Petersen – seeking full-time position starting 
Summer or Fall 2019 with building performance firms  

 Marshall Courtney – seeking internship or co-op position for 
Summer/Fall 2019 in energy or mechanical engineering in 
Charlotte area  

 Daniel Sumner – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Asheville or Hendersonville area in Construction/Green 
Building  

 Matthew Byington – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Raleigh in Sustainability and Renewable Energy  

 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 

 

  

  

 

 

Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online 
Job Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 Moseley Architects: Construction Contract Administrator in 
Charlotte 

 Franklin Energy: Energy Specialist and Direct Installer in 
Raleigh 

 Green Built Alliance: Part-time Field Technician in Asheville 
 Spirit Sales Group: Construction Technical Sales Specialist 

in Raleigh 
 Stevenson Consulting: Sales Consultant in Raleigh 
 Huber Engineered Woods: Innovation Project Manager in 

Charlotte 
 Southern Energy Management: Residential Building 

Performance Technician in Charlotte 
 ABS Insulating: Sales, Operations and Installer Positions in 

Charlotte 
 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 140 positions available in NC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 120 positions available in NC 
 Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Greenserve: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Find more information on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
 
The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "ThatsBuildingPerformance" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 
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Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
 

Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  

 

  

  

Landscape Design and Building Performance - 
Friends or Foes? 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
We, the building industry, have come across various performance 
certifications that contain categories/credits/chapters/etc. that pertain to 
“site management policies” or “site improvement plans” – but what does 
this really mean? The intent of this landscape design practice is to 
preserve ecological integrity and encourage environmentally sensitive site 
management practices that provide a clean, well-maintained, and safe 
building exterior while supporting high-performance building operations 
and integration into the surrounding landscape. Unlocking the potential of 
using cohesive landscape design with building construction can be a 
valued asset for improving energy efficiency and cost savings in new and 
existing construction.  
 
These practices also transcend directly to the residential sector that hold 
easy practices a homeowner can take-on; according to computer models 
generated by the U.S. Department of Energy for residential homes, the 
appropriate addition of just three trees will save the average household 
between $100 and $250 annually in energy costs. Benefits for residential 
and commercial landscape additions include:  
 

 Reducing energy costs by protecting the building from summer sun 
and winter wind 

 Reducing sun damage to pavement and roofing materials with 
shade from nearby, planned trees 

 Reducing outdoor noise, stormwater runoff, and air pollution with 
multipurpose plants 

 Reducing consumption of water, pesticides, and fuel for 
landscaping and lawn maintenance via water retention and 
filtration reservoirs 

 
Taking it a step further, implementing a site management policy that 
employs best management practices to reduce harmful chemical use, 
energy waste, water waste, air pollution, solid waste, and/or chemical 
runoff for the majority of operational elements on the building and grounds 
is essential in optimizing landscape-related savings. This includes the use 
of low emission equipment used on exterior or site, snow and ice removal, 
cleaning of impervious surfaces, erosion and sedimentation control, 
organic waste management, plant species management, fertilizer use, 
irrigation management, and storage of materials and equipment.  
 
Have questions about this topic? Contact me at Abby@BuildingNC.org or 
828-507-2472.  
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Builders and Raters: Energy Efficiency Tax Credits 
May Still be Available 

From: Curt Hurd, Residential Buildings Specialist 
 
The 2018 tax season has come and gone for most, but it’s not too late to 
take advantage of a Federal tax break for energy efficient homes. The 
2005 EPAct Tax Credit has expired, but builders can submit homes 
completed before December 31, 2017, and get up to a $2,000 credit for 
previous tax years. REM Rate & Ekotrope have reports that will tell you if 
a home qualifies and the builder can submit these reports to their 
accountant. Some homes participating in the Duke Progress RNC 
program and most Energy Star homes will qualify. If your builder has not 
been taking advantage of this credit in previous years, you can assist them 
to improve their bottom line. You can learn more here.  
 
Have questions about this topic? Contact me at Curt@BuildingNC.org or 
336-263-5299. 

 

 

 

  

  

2020 Southeast Building Performance Conference: 
What Say You Members? 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director  
 
Well, how about it? After holding an annual conference for each of our first 
four years in business, we've been on a hiatus in 2018 and 2019. Why? 
Despite the success of our 2017 Annual Conference in Charlotte, which 
was held over two days with 250 attendees and a huge exhibit hall, we and 
many of our members and exhibitors were kind of feeling "conferenced 
out" to be honest. We don't want to hold an obligatory event or one that 
doesn't return strong value to our members, sponsors and industry, so we 
hit the PAUSE button. 
 
Well (part two), it's been nearly two years since our 2017 conference and 
we're definitely feeling like a 2020 Annual Conference needs to happen, 
with a few major upgrades, that we hope to include: 

 Four total days of pre-conference trainings, conference sessions 
and special meetings. 

 Co-location of several industry conferences in one to garner up to 
750 attendees. 

 A regional feel with speakers, exhibitors and topics from all across 
the Southeast. 

 Save time, save money and help your co-workers earn CEUs for 
several credential and certification programs at one industry event. 

 
And yes, there will definitely be more. So, what say you members? In order 
to move forward with our tentative plans, we need to hear from you! If 
you're interested in attending, presenting, exhibiting or sponsoring at a 
"2020 Southeast Building Performance Conference" in NC, let me know! 

 

 

 

 

  

Committee Updates: Get Involved! 
 

Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
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meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

Building & Energy 
Codes Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 10am. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Building & Energy Code Update: 
 Curt is working on new residential code change 

proposals that may add some prescriptive measures 
to closed attics, including for supply air and 
dehumidification. 

 Curt is collecting information on new NCHBA code 
change proposals and their impact on energy code 
and performance. 

 Closed crawls are having trouble meeting HERO 
program - Curt is evaluating solutions with RESNET, 
ICF and other stakeholders. 

 Abby is benchmarking new 2021 IECC code 
changes that could be incorporated into NC's next 
codes. 

 Abby working with members to evaluate questions 
on the new code related to COMcheck and 
compliance methods, which are starting to be 
noticed. 

 
May 1st Meeting Agenda: 

 Create action plan for support/opposition of new 
residential code change proposals. 

 Create action plan for longer term items relating to 
2021-22 mid-cycle changes and 2024 cycle. 

 Review NCBPA staff recommendations for next 
round of code workshops targeting code officials, 
architects, builders and others for this summer. 

 Discuss final recommendations from NC EE 
Roadmap Working Group on Codes, led by 
NCBPA's Ryan Miller. 

 Develop plan for May 21st NCHBA Q2 meeting that 
will include their code committee update. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join the Committee to participate in this important 
work. 

 Make plans to participate in upcoming NCHBA and 
Building Code Council meetings to push back on 
further rollbacks of NC's energy code. 

 Oppose energy efficiency rollbacks recently 
proposed by the NC House. 

 

 

 

 

Building 
Commissioning Sub-
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first Thursday 
of every month at 3pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 

 

 

Building Commissioning Update: 
 Abby and committee members are evaluating 

commissioning requirements in NC's new code and 
what changes may be needed to reinforce new items 
or adjust items causing issues. 

 A Commissioning seat on the NC Building Code 
Council is sought after, in addition to the Energy 
seat. 

 Abby and committee members are evaluating a 
variety of market development opportunities 
surrounding workforce development, code official 
education and more. 
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Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 
May 2nd Meeting Agenda: 

 Recap committee goals and work thus far. 
 Continue work to identify needed code changes. 
 Continue work to identify market development 

solutions including workforce development, code 
official training and more. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Sub-Committee to provide support and 
ideas for improving NC's building commissioning 
market. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Monday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education Update:  
 Due to a lack of participation, the Consumer 

Education Committee did not meet on April 8th. 
 
May 13th Meeting Agenda:  

 Establish goals for this committee. 
 Identify target members to participate in committee 

work. 
 Prioritize most important action items that NCBPA 

staff and members can participate in. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set 
the priorities and goals for this important work in 
2019! 

 Take a look at the content on our consumer 
education websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know 
what additions and changes we should make! We'll 
be happy to include your company's case studies, 
videos, photos and content recommendations in 
either site. 

 Know of a large company or organization that 
believes in sustainability or works in our industry? 
Work with us to host a workshop for their employees 
using our HomeEnergyNC workshop! 

 

 

 

 

Market Valuation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on an as-
needed basis via phone. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Market Valuation Update: 
 NCBPA's Ryan Miller has been working with Bob 

Burns of member company Pivotal Energy Solutions 
to formalize a scope of work with Triangle MLS for 
"greening" new parts of the MLS. This work has 
been underway for more than a year and has yet to 
result in an agreed-upon scope. 

 Mary Love and Ryan Miller met in Asheville a few 
weeks ago to discuss creating a pilot program for 
local Builders, Realtors, Appraisers, Lenders and 
other stakeholders that would result in a new 
program that advances "Green MLS" activities but 
moreso formalizes best practices for selling and 
buying green homes. 

 Ryan Miller is meeting with leadership from High 
Performance Building Council of the Triangle to 
discuss bringing a similar pilot to the Triangle market 
in 2020. 
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 NCBPA's Abby Coulter has begun researching 
market valuation and "Green MLS" opportunities for 
the commercial market. 

 
Next Meeting Agenda: 

 No meetings are planned at this time. 
 However, NCBPA staff will schedule a meeting for 

interested parties to discuss this topic and how they 
can get involved in our work, and how NCBPA can 
get involved in their work. 

 Contact us if interested. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  

 Contact us if you would like to get involved in this 
work. NCBPA staff is heading up several activities 
and would like to work with our members to establish 
pilot programs in metro areas. 

 Develop and share messaging on social media, at 
workshops and conferences that promote improved 
affordability from energy efficiency and building 
performance. This Fannie Mae article is an example. 

 NCBPA seeks funding to perform our annual market 
inventory report, last completed in March of 2018, to 
gather valuable insight on NC's residential and 
commercial building markets, particularly related to 
the added value of high performance buildings. 
Contact us if you'd like to participate or help fund this 
work. 

 

 

 

Passive House 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every 
month at 2pm 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Passive House Update:  
 NCBPA has requested partnership with PHIUS and 

PHAUS to advance our PH work in NC. Thus far, the 
organizations have yet to respond. 

 The Committee's May 9th meeting included a variety 
of updates from Mike Kapp, who is supporting 
PHIUS and recently presented to Professional 
Engineers of NC on PH and net zero buildings. 

 NCBPA's Ryan Miller continues advocacy efforts to 
bring points to NCHFA's QAP program for PH and 
continues to propose a developer incentive program 
by Duke Energy. 

 Members Ron Frazier and Tony Hirst will be 
speaking about PH during their State Energy 
Conference session on April 30th in Raleigh. 

 
May 14 Meeting Agenda: 

 Discuss results of PH items at State Energy 
Conference Session. 

 Discuss PHIUS/PHAUS collaboration opportunities 
including any progress on Allied Organization 
opportunity with PHAUS. 

 Discuss educational programming proposed on last 
call for webinar and in-person workshops. 

 Discuss progress on NCHFA and Duke Energy 
initiatives. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Committee to learn about about Passive 
House and how you can support its integration into 
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NC's residential and commercial construction 
markets. 

 Share your Passive House projects with us via case 
studies, photos, videos and more. NCBPA staff will 
include them in our presentations and on our 
websites. 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 1pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation Update:  
 HB330 passed the House 118-2 on April 3rd. Ryan 

Miller is working to advance the bill in the Senate. 
Rich Penner participated in meetings with Ryan on 
April 11th at the Legislature. 

 The Energy seat legislation we hoped to pass has 
been put on hold for now following NCHBA's notice 
of opposition, which effectively shuts down the top 
legislative option that NCBPA has been pursuing. 

 Ryan Miller continues to research avenues for 
amending last year's residential garage legislation. 

 PACENation, the national PACE industry 
association, is in the midst of a reorganization and 
has reached out to Ryan about supporting our efforts 
to enable C-PACE this session. 

 There are a variety of other clean energy industry 
legislative activities underway - look for a separate 
email from NCBPA with summaries of these items. 

 
May 1st Meeting Agenda: 

 Updates on HB330 and other NCBPA legislative 
initiatives. 

 Discussion on clean energy legislation activities. 
 Updates on Governor's Clean Energy Plan 

development and EE Roadmap Project. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Policy & Legislation Committee to support 
the association's policy work. Click here for more 
information including steps to join the committee.  

 If able, please contribute to our advocacy and 
lobbying budget. NCBPA is currently funding this 
work through a small portion of membership dues 
alone. To make it through the long session, we need 
your support! 

 

 

 

 

Workforce 
Development 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Workforce Development Update:  
 Due to a lack of participation, the Workforce 

Development Committee did not meet on April 11th. 
 NCBPA staff continues to work on finalizing 

deliverables for Career Pathways and 
Apprenticeship programs. 

 Ryan Miller has been reaching out to national 
organizations for financial support of the 
association's Career & Training Center on Wheels 
concept. 

 Ryan Miller continues to participate in the NC EE 
Roadmap Project's workforce development working 
group, being led by Tim Gasper of member company 
Siemens. 

 
May 9th Meeting Agenda: 
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 Updates on NCBPA's priority deliverables. 
 Discuss results of NC EE Roadmap Project's 

workforce development working group. 
 Identify activities that need member support. 

 
Member Support Needed:  

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 Contact us to schedule a presentation to students at 
colleges and universities in your area. 

 

 

 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 Integrated design is a must for net-zero energy success 
 Setting the standard for climate-protective homes 
 New York City passes bill requiring green roofs on new buildings  
 Assigning the design of a complex system 
 NAHB: ENERGY STAR-rated windows and appliances are most wanted green 

features 
 Energy-efficient building codes are a cost-effective solution for rooftop solar 
 RESTalk EP23: RESNET Emerging Leader Fellows 
 A new foam-free sub-slab insulation 
 High-Performance Pavilion added to 21st Century Building Expo & Conference 
 The biggest resource we don't use: Q&A with Amory Lovins, energy innovator 
 Curtainwalls vs. storefronts: selecting architectural aluminum 
 How much are buyers willing to pay for energy efficiency? 
 HERS Raters: An untapped resource 
 2019 energy-efficient home design trends 

 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 
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