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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 8:35 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: April 15, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
April 15, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
Today's newsletter kicks off with an interview feature with Rachel Dodgen who joined 
member company Energy Reduction Specialists in Greensboro just over a year ago. I met 
Rachel while she was at App State and offered her the same help finding a job that we at 
NCBPA offer all students across the state. A few weeks ago, I was thrilled to find Rachel in 
our AeroBarrier workshop and more so to learn that she was working at ERS! I encourage 
you to read our interview with Rachel to learn about some of the issues and opportunities 
our industry can help address for our emerging and yes - increasingly female - workforce. 
Thank you Rachel for sharing your wonderful words! Look for an interview with another 
emerging leader in our next newsletter. 
 
This week's newsletter also seeks YOUR PARTICIPATION in our member-led committees. 
NCBPA's staff and board have been hard at work preparing for these committee meetings 
by identifying opportunities that need your support. But, we need your participation to make 
them happen! If you would like to get involved in improving our industry's policy landscape, 
workforce, code environment and more, please sign-up to participate! 
 
Our big news from the past two weeks was the House passing our #1 priority piece of 
legislation known as HB330. On April 3rd, HB330 passed the House 118-2, with the lone 
No votes coming from Representatives Pittman and Brody. Last Tuesday, NCBPA staff and 
members began meeting with Senators to advance the bill on that side and are at the 
legislature today speaking to leadership. Stay tuned for more! 
 
As mentioned in our last newsletter, there are NO NCBPA events in the upcoming weeks, 
but you can find us at many of our member and partner events coming up. Check out the 
schedule below and we hope to see you around the state soon! 
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Have questions or feedback? Let us know! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

From Student to Building Scientist: NCBPA 
Interviews Rachel Dodgen 

Featuring: Rachel Dodgen of member company Energy 
Reduction Specialists 
 
Building Scientist. Energy Auditor. Social Media Manager. Home 
Performance Contractor. Sustainability Educator. Emerging Leader. 
 
These are just a few of the roles that Rachel Dodgen fills on a daily 
basis while working at Energy Reduction Specialists in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. Rachel graduated from Appalachian State 
University’s world-renowned Appropriate Technology program in 
May of 2016 and attained a Master of Technology in Building Science 
soon thereafter. With a wealth of education and an industry 
internship under her belt, Rachel knew that a career in building 
performance was for her. In early 2018, she got to work.  
 
Rachel recently took some time away from hot attics and cold crawl 
spaces to reflect on her first year in the industry. Below, Rachel 
describes some of the challenges she’s faced thus far, talks about 
her motivation and provides advice to other young professionals, 
students and women on joining the industry. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Join Members and Sponsors at the NC State 
Energy Conference Apr 30 - May 1 in Raleigh 

Featuring: Many member companies! 
 
Many NCBPA member companies (and staff!) will be speaking, 
moderating and exhibiting at the upcoming 2019 State Energy 
Conference of North Carolina, being held April 30-May 1 at the 
McKimmon Center in Raleigh, NC. Attendees can receive 
professional continuing education credits (AIA, BPI, LEED), learn 
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from over 75 expert speakers, choose among 30 different sessions 
in six different tracks, and network with 50+ exhibitors and sponsors 
at extended breaks and receptions.  
 
Three tracks and over 15 sessions include Residential Homes, 
Commercial & Industrial Buildings and Governmental & Institutional 
Buildings -- covering energy efficiency, data, best practices in design 
and operations, resiliency, the future and more. View the agenda and 
register at https://ncenergyconference.com/!   

 

  

  

Ultra-Aire Wins ENERGY STAR Award for Most 
Efficient Dehumidifier 

Featuring: Ultra-Aire, Allied Partner 
 
ENERGY STAR Most Efficient 2019 recognizes products that deliver 
cutting edge energy efficiency along with the latest technological 
innovation. It is an award that truly represents the best of ENERGY 
STAR. 
 
The Ultra-Aire 70H is the first compact, high-efficiency, whole-house 
ventilating dehumidifier designed to fit in tight, low-clearance 
applications. This unit removes upto 70 pints per day and is designed 
to handle up to 1,800 square feet. 
 
Contact Nikki Krueger at NKrueger@ThermaStor.com for more 
information on Ultra-Aire and Santa Fe dehumidification products. 
 
Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

  

  

Attracting the Coolest Women 

Featuring: Johnson Controls, member company 
 
It’s no surprise that even as the numbers of women choosing a 
career in the traditionally male-dominated heating, ventilating and 
air-conditioning industry are increasing, they still make up a small 
percentage of workers. Women comprise less than 10 percent of the 
entire construction workforce, 7 percent in engineering and 2 percent 
as HVAC technicians.  
 
The dearth of female role models in the industry led to the start-up of 
several organizations tasked with the mission of lifting women in 
HVAC positions, networking and recruiting more women to choose 
careers in the HVAC field. 
 
One such group was started by women at manufacturer Johnson 
Controls (JCI), partly to help rectify the lack of women in HVAC fields 
and the skilled workforce crisis plaguing the entire construction 
industry — the Coolest Women in the World.  
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Join NCBPA Members in the High-Performance 
Pavilion this September in Charlotte 

Featuring: Mitsubishi Electric, Southern Energy Management 
and many others! 
 
NCBPA has been working closely with NCHBA to offer a first-ever 
High-Performance Pavilion at the upcoming 21st Century Building 
Expo & Conference taking place Sep 10-12 in Charlotte. Join NCBPA 
member companies including Mitsubishi Electric, Southern Energy 
Management and many others to help educate residential builders, 
contractors and other stakeholders on the value of high performance! 
Click here for exhibitor information.  
 
Builders: Learn how to make your homes high performers in the 
new High-Performance Pavilion. Located near the food court on the 
show floor, the Pavilion offers exhibitors specializing in products, 
services and educational resources that can help your company take 
advantage of high-performance design, construction and materials. 
Whether you’re looking to comply with code or participate in above-
code programs, the Pavilion offers helpful insight into cost-effective 
techniques for improving energy efficiency, whole-home 
performance and green building. Learn from nationally-acclaimed 
building science consultants, expert designers and innovative 
product suppliers that are ready and willing to help you take your 
homes to the next level. Educational presentations and product 
demonstration sessions will be provided regularly on both days, so 
make sure to stop by whenever you’re on the floor! 
 
Click here for more information on the Pavilion. Contact Tracie 
Garrett at TGarrett@NCHBA.org or 800-662-7129 with questions. 

 

 

 

  

  

Matt Whitbeck's Three Tips for Framers 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, Allied Partner 
 
Matt Whitbeck, Co-Owner and President of Whitbeck Construction, 
LLC specializes in custom framing, exterior sustainability, and 
residential remodeling. He’s serious about quality craftsmanship and 
energy efficiency. So much so that he is a popular speaker at building 
industry conferences on those topics. Whitbeck and Kevin Ireton 
spoke to a standing room only crowd in the High-Performance 
Building Zone at NAHB’ International Builders Show (IBS). Whitbeck 
also took time following IBS to speak with Insulation Institute on three 
tips for framing carpenters as they work to help builders achieve 
more energy-efficient homes.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Henry Company Highlights Envelope Systems 
at IBS 2019 

Featuring: Henry Company, member company 
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Henry Company, a leader in Building Envelope Systems, introduced 
its new offering of compatible Building Envelope Systems for 
residential and light commercial applications, encompassing proven 
Henry and Fortifiber weather-resistive barriers, window and door 
flashings, sealants, foundation and below-grade systems, and 
roofing systems. The new offering, created as a result of Henry 
acquiring Fortifiber in 2018, positions Henry as a single-source of 
Building Envelope Systems for virtually any building project. 
 
A highlight of the new Henry product portfolio is the new Fortifiber 1-
2-3 Moisture Control System. An easy, three-step, mix-and-match 
system, the Fortifiber 1-2-3 Moisture Control System allows 
customers to select a weather-resistive barrier, a flashing and a 
sealant without worrying about compatibility.  The system is built 
upon trusted brands such as Blueskin VP100, WeatherSmart, and 
Jumbo Tex, as well as Fortiflash and the new Fortiflash 365 flashing 
product, and is backed by an industry-leading 15-year warranty 
covering both materials and labor. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $1,008 
 Workforce Development: $758 
 Consumer Education: $708 
 Market Valuation: $208 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

  

Join NCBPA Staff at These Upcoming Industry Events! 

NCBPA does not have any events planned for April - it's a busy month! Join us at 
these events: 
 
April 16: Association of Energy Engineers Piedmont Chapter hosts NCBPA's Ryan Miller 
on "Where North Carolina's Building Energy Efficiency Industry is Heading in 2019" in 
Charlotte. Click here for more information and to RSVP.  
 
April 22: NC Department of Environmental Quality Clean Energy Plan Development 
Stakeholder Workshop in Raleigh. Invitation only. NCBPA staff and several members will 
be in attendance to speak out in support of building performance and building energy 
efficiency.  
 
April 24: NCBPA hosts Summit meeting with ESCOs and DEQ, LGC and DOA on 
opportunities to improve NC's energy services performance contracting market. Email Ryan 
Miller for more information.  
 
April 27 - 28 and May 4 - 5: See the Triangle's most high performance and green homes 
on the Triangle Spring Green Home Tour, both weekends! Many NCBPA member builders 
and contractors will be participating. Click here for more information.  
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April 30 - May 1: NCBPA members, sponsors and staff to speak and exhibit at NC State 
Energy Conference. Register to attend sessions on residential, commercial, government 
and industrial energy efficiency.  
 
May 2: NCBPA presentation to American Institute of Building Design's Cape Fear Chapter 
in Wilmington. Sponsored by Henry Company. Click here for more information.  

 

  

  

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

  

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 Charlotte Sustainability Awards: Apr 24, Charlotte 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour Kickoff Party: Apr 25, Durham 
 Residential Energy Efficiency and Solar Info Session: Apr 25, Asheville 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: Apr 27-28 and May 4-5, Triangle 
 NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh 
 Environmental Leader & Energy Manager Conference: May 13-15, Denver, CO 
 Green Home Tour with Deltec and Mitsubishi: May 18, Mills River 
 ASHRAE Advocacy Day: May 21, Raleigh 
 NC Home Builders Association Q2 Meeting & Lobby Day: May 21 - 22, Raleigh 
 Self-Adhered & Fluid Applied Installer Certification Training: Jun 4-6, Charlotte 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 BOMA 2019 International Conference: Jun 22-25, Salt Lake City, UT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 
 Retro-Commissioning for Existing Buildings Seminar: Aug 12-15, Gaithersburg, MD 

 

 

  

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Add Your Products to Our New Online 
Directory! 

Sponsors and Members are welcomed to send us your products to 
be included on our new Online Product Directory! The NCBPA 
Team has been hard at work making updates to our website that 
highlight key initiatives and better advertise our sponsor and member 
companies, their services and their products! Thanks to a suggestion 
from member company Tamarack Technologies, we now have a 
section just for products! 
 
To have your product(s) listed on the site, email us the following 
information (as links to your webpages or as attachments): 

 Product name 
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 Description 
 Photo 
 Link for more information 

 
Allied Partners receive up to ten listings on the Sponsor Products 
site. 
 
Members receive one free listing on the Member Products site and 
additional listings for a fee. Contact us for pricing and additional 
options. 

 

  

  

 

 

Shop at Home Depot? Earn a Rebate! 

Through the Home Depot PRO XTRA Loyalty Program, you will be 
eligible for a one percent (1%) rebate on all your expenditures at 
Home Depot each year.  This rebate is on top of any other benefit 
the credit card you register already delivers.  On your Home Depot 
receipts, you will see your "PRO XTRA Statement". You will also 
receive an email directly from Home Depot tracking your 
progress. Get started today by following these steps: 

  Create a PRO XTRA Account. 
 Once you are logged in, click the "Get Started" button (see 

below).  
 Copy this agreement code: BPA-USC and paste it when 

entering your account information*.  
 *If you are self-employed, or do not want to associate your 

credit card with your PRO XTRA account, enter your name 
in the company field and "Consumer/DIY" as the type.  

 
For PRO XTRA support, call: 866-333-3551. 

 

  

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

Our Committees are up and running with the next round of monthly 
phone meetings in early May. We're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! Visit our Committee Directory for more 
information including priorities, meeting times and more! 
 
NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
 Building Commissioning 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
 Workforce Development 

 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join and we'll reply back with a 
meeting appointment for your calendar. 
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Looking to Hire? Let us help! 

Send us your job postings to be included on our Job Board and take 
a look at our own Job Seekers page with available candidates. 
NCBPA is proud to share the resumes of these students seeking 
internships with our member companies: 

 Moriah Petersen – seeking full-time position starting 
Summer or Fall 2019 with building performance firms  

 Marshall Courtney – seeking internship or co-op position for 
Summer/Fall 2019 in energy or mechanical engineering in 
Charlotte area  

 Daniel Sumner – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Asheville or Hendersonville area in Construction/Green 
Building  

 Matthew Byington – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Raleigh in Sustainability and Renewable Energy  

 Jasmine Garland – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Building Performance in NC  

 Anvay Joshi – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Mechanical Engineering in NC  

 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 

 

  

  

 

 

Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online 
Job Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 Green Built Alliance: Part-time Field Technician in Asheville 
 Spirit Sales Group: Construction Technical Sales Specialist 

in Raleigh 
 Stevenson Consulting: Sales Consultant in Raleigh 
 Huber Engineered Woods: Innovation Project Manager in 

Charlotte 
 Southern Energy Management: Residential Building 

Performance Technician in Charlotte 
 ABS Insulating: Sales, Operations and Installer Positions in 

Charlotte 
 Home Innovation: Green Building Program Manager in DC 
 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 150 positions available in NC 
 NAHB: Program Manager for Sustainability and Green 

Building in Washington, DC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 135 positions available in NC 
 Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Advanced Energy: Building Science Technician in Raleigh 
 GreenServe: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Find more information on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
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The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "BuildBetter" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 

  

 

 

  

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
 

Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  

 

  

  

ASHRAE Proposes to Implement Passive House 
into Standard 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
On January 16th, 2019 ASHRAE proposed SPC 227P, better known as the 
ASHRAE Passive House Building Standard, into their Titles, Purposes and 
Scopes under Standards & Guidelines. This standard provides 
requirements for the design of buildings that have exceptionally low energy 
usage that are durable, resilient, comfortable, and healthy. Applying to new 
and existing construction, this Passive House centric standard provides 
requirements for the design and construction of specific notable features, 
which include the building envelope, heating and cooling equipment and 
systems, ventilation, service hot water, interior/exterior lighting, and plug 
and appliance loads.  
 
The standard and requirements were approved at ASHRAE’s 2019 Winter 
Conference in Atlanta, and the standard committee is now looking for 
ASHRAE members that will help the industry further the use of this building 
design strategy that uses passive measures to reduce heating and cooling 
loads and energy bills. The committee’s proposed chair Graham Wright, 
Ph.D., Member ASHRAE, shared ““It will not likely have a fully prescriptive 
compliance path. But it will have some mandatory best practices for 
construction quality as well as commissioning requirements.” This 
standard is expected to be fully implemented under ASHRAE by 2021.   

 

 

 

  

  

Raters: Are You Using RESNET's New Testing 
Standards? 

From: Curt Hurd, Residential Buildings Specialist 
 
Over the last couple of years there have been many emails from RESNET 
referencing proposals for standards, requesting comments, revised 
proposals, adopted proposals, etc. It has been extremely tough to keep up 
with them all. Perhaps the most important of these changes to raters has 
been the adoption of new testing procedures – ANSI/RESNET/ICC 
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380. This standard became effective for homes permitted after June 30, 
2018; we are now about 9 months from that date and most homes being 
tested were likely permitted after June 30th of last year and are subject to 
the new testing standard. 
 
If you are not familiar with ANSI/RESNET/ICC 380, now is a good time to 
review it. Here are some of the key changes from previous testing 
procedures: 

 All homes must use multi-point testing when conducting blower 
door tests for envelope tightness. If multi-point testing procedures 
are not followed, the rater must add 10% to the measured cfm in 
the final rating. 

 All blower door test results must be temperature and altitude 
adjusted. There is a spreadsheet to assist with this procedure 
HERE. 

 There are new duct testing protocols, particularly regarding closed 
crawl duct testing. 

 It’s will important to document multi-point test results or the 10% 
assessment, along with the temperature & altitude adjustment with 
regard to QA. If you have any questions please feel free to contact 
me curt@buildingnc.org. 

 

  

  

How Do YOU Want NCBPA to Work with the New 
Building Performance Association? 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director  
 
Two weeks ago, I spent four days in Chicago attending sessions, 
presenting and leading meetings at the Home Performance Coalition's 
2019 National Conference. On the second day of the conference, Keith 
Aldridge, my former boss at Advanced Energy and CEO of the Home 
Performance Coalition, announced the formation of the new Building 
Performance Association. Read their announcement here.  
 
Weeks prior, Keith and HPC invited me to lead an effort to determine how 
state and regional organizations like NCBPA, including former chapters of 
Efficiency First (now a part of the new Association), want to work with the 
new Association. Should we be a chapter like we were in the past? Is there 
a new affiliation opportunity? Is any formal relationship needed? 
 
To help answer these questions, myself and about twenty other staff, 
board members and members of state and regional organizations spent 
six hours together over two days discussing this very topic. After these 
meetings, we all found more stakeholders from our states and regions at 
the conference to collect more feedback.  
 
The result? We're not there yet. Over the next several months, I'll be 
leading phone meetings with these contacts to continue our discussions 
and identify what, if any, formal affiliation opportunities are wanted by our 
organizations. And, as part of this process, I'll be reaching out to NCBPA's 
residential members requesting your feedback. For now, feel free to give 
me a call or send me an email with your thoughts. Membership is open to 
the new Association on their website and more news on their work will be 
coming out soon. If you're interested in discussing, let me know! 

 

 

 

 

  

Committee Updates: Get Involved! 
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Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

Building & Energy 
Codes Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 10am. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Building & Energy Code Update: 
 Curt is working on new residential code change 

proposals that may add some prescriptive measures 
to closed attics, including for supply air and 
dehumidification. 

 Curt is collecting information on new NCHBA code 
change proposals and their impact on energy code 
and performance. 

 Closed crawls are having trouble meeting HERO 
program - Curt is evaluating solutions with RESNET, 
ICF and other stakeholders. 

 Abby is benchmarking new 2021 IECC code 
changes that could be incorporated into NC's next 
codes. 

 Abby working with members to evaluate questions 
on the new code related to COMcheck and 
compliance methods, which are starting to be 
noticed. 

 
May 1st Meeting Agenda: 

 Create action plan for support/opposition of new 
residential code change proposals. 

 Create action plan for longer term items relating to 
2021-22 mid-cycle changes and 2024 cycle. 

 Review NCBPA staff recommendations for next 
round of code workshops targeting code officials, 
architects, builders and others for this summer. 

 Discuss final recommendations from NC EE 
Roadmap Working Group on Codes, led by 
NCBPA's Ryan Miller. 

 Develop plan for May 21st NCHBA Q2 meeting that 
will include their code committee update. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join the Committee to participate in this important 
work. 

 Make plans to participate in upcoming NCHBA and 
Building Code Council meetings to push back on 
further rollbacks of NC's energy code. 

 Oppose energy efficiency rollbacks recently 
proposed by the NC House. 

 

 

 

 

Building 
Commissioning Sub-
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first Thursday 
of every month at 3pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 

 

 

Building Commissioning Update: 
 Abby and committee members are evaluating 

commissioning requirements in NC's new code and 
what changes may be needed to reinforce new items 
or adjust items causing issues. 

 A Commissioning seat on the NC Building Code 
Council is sought after, in addition to the Energy 
seat. 

 Abby and committee members are evaluating a 
variety of market development opportunities 
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Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

surrounding workforce development, code official 
education and more. 

 
May 2nd Meeting Agenda: 

 Recap committee goals and work thus far. 
 Continue work to identify needed code changes. 
 Continue work to identify market development 

solutions including workforce development, code 
official training and more. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Sub-Committee to provide support and 
ideas for improving NC's building commissioning 
market. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Monday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education Update:  
 Due to a lack of participation, the Consumer 

Education Committee did not meet on April 8th. 
 
May 13th Meeting Agenda:  

 Establish goals for this committee. 
 Identify target members to participate in committee 

work. 
 Prioritize most important action items that NCBPA 

staff and members can participate in. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set 
the priorities and goals for this important work in 
2019! 

 Take a look at the content on our consumer 
education websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know 
what additions and changes we should make! We'll 
be happy to include your company's case studies, 
videos, photos and content recommendations in 
either site. 

 Know of a large company or organization that 
believes in sustainability or works in our industry? 
Work with us to host a workshop for their employees 
using our HomeEnergyNC workshop! 

 

 

 

 

Market Valuation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on an as-
needed basis via phone. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Market Valuation Update: 
 NCBPA's Ryan Miller has been working with Bob 

Burns of member company Pivotal Energy Solutions 
to formalize a scope of work with Triangle MLS for 
"greening" new parts of the MLS. This work has 
been underway for more than a year and has yet to 
result in an agreed-upon scope. 

 Mary Love and Ryan Miller met in Asheville a few 
weeks ago to discuss creating a pilot program for 
local Builders, Realtors, Appraisers, Lenders and 
other stakeholders that would result in a new 
program that advances "Green MLS" activities but 
moreso formalizes best practices for selling and 
buying green homes. 

 Ryan Miller is meeting with leadership from High 
Performance Building Council of the Triangle to 
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discuss bringing a similar pilot to the Triangle market 
in 2020. 

 NCBPA's Abby Coulter has begun researching 
market valuation and "Green MLS" opportunities for 
the commercial market. 

 
Next Meeting Agenda: 

 No meetings are planned at this time. 
 However, NCBPA staff will schedule a meeting for 

interested parties to discuss this topic and how they 
can get involved in our work, and how NCBPA can 
get involved in their work. 

 Contact us if interested. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  

 Contact us if you would like to get involved in this 
work. NCBPA staff is heading up several activities 
and would like to work with our members to establish 
pilot programs in metro areas. 

 Develop and share messaging on social media, at 
workshops and conferences that promote improved 
affordability from energy efficiency and building 
performance. This Fannie Mae article is an example. 

 NCBPA seeks funding to perform our annual market 
inventory report, last completed in March of 2018, to 
gather valuable insight on NC's residential and 
commercial building markets, particularly related to 
the added value of high performance buildings. 
Contact us if you'd like to participate or help fund this 
work. 

 

 

 

Passive House 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every 
month at 2pm 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Passive House Update:  
 NCBPA has requested partnership with PHIUS and 

PHAUS to advance our PH work in NC. Thus far, the 
organizations have yet to respond. 

 The Committee's May 9th meeting included a variety 
of updates from Mike Kapp, who is supporting 
PHIUS and recently presented to Professional 
Engineers of NC on PH and net zero buildings. 

 NCBPA's Ryan Miller continues advocacy efforts to 
bring points to NCHFA's QAP program for PH and 
continues to propose a developer incentive program 
by Duke Energy. 

 Members Ron Frazier and Tony Hirst will be 
speaking about PH during their State Energy 
Conference session on April 30th in Raleigh. 

 
May 14 Meeting Agenda: 

 Discuss results of PH items at State Energy 
Conference Session. 

 Discuss PHIUS/PHAUS collaboration opportunities 
including any progress on Allied Organization 
opportunity with PHAUS. 

 Discuss educational programming proposed on last 
call for webinar and in-person workshops. 

 Discuss progress on NCHFA and Duke Energy 
initiatives. 

 
Member Support Needed: 
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 Join this Committee to learn about about Passive 
House and how you can support its integration into 
NC's residential and commercial construction 
markets. 

 Share your Passive House projects with us via case 
studies, photos, videos and more. NCBPA staff will 
include them in our presentations and on our 
websites. 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 1pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation Update:  
 HB330 passed the House 118-2 on April 3rd. Ryan 

Miller is working to advance the bill in the Senate. 
Rich Penner participated in meetings with Ryan on 
April 11th at the Legislature. 

 The Energy seat legislation we hoped to pass has 
been put on hold for now following NCHBA's notice 
of opposition, which effectively shuts down the top 
legislative option that NCBPA has been pursuing. 

 Ryan Miller continues to research avenues for 
amending last year's residential garage legislation. 

 PACENation, the national PACE industry 
association, is in the midst of a reorganization and 
has reached out to Ryan about supporting our efforts 
to enable C-PACE this session. 

 There are a variety of other clean energy industry 
legislative activities underway - look for a separate 
email from NCBPA with summaries of these items. 

 
May 1st Meeting Agenda: 

 Updates on HB330 and other NCBPA legislative 
initiatives. 

 Discussion on clean energy legislation activities. 
 Updates on Governor's Clean Energy Plan 

development and EE Roadmap Project. 
 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Policy & Legislation Committee to support 
the association's policy work. Click here for more 
information including steps to join the committee.  

 If able, please contribute to our advocacy and 
lobbying budget. NCBPA is currently funding this 
work through a small portion of membership dues 
alone. To make it through the long session, we need 
your support! 

 

 

 

 

Workforce 
Development 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 

 

 

Workforce Development Update:  
 Due to a lack of participation, the Workforce 

Development Committee did not meet on April 11th. 
 NCBPA staff continues to work on finalizing 

deliverables for Career Pathways and 
Apprenticeship programs. 

 Ryan Miller has been reaching out to national 
organizations for financial support of the 
association's Career & Training Center on Wheels 
concept. 

 Ryan Miller continues to participate in the NC EE 
Roadmap Project's workforce development working 
group, being led by Tim Gasper of member company 
Siemens. 

 



16

Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 
May 9th Meeting Agenda: 

 Updates on NCBPA's priority deliverables. 
 Discuss results of NC EE Roadmap Project's 

workforce development working group. 
 Identify activities that need member support. 

 
Member Support Needed:  

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 Contact us to schedule a presentation to students at 
colleges and universities in your area. 

 

 

 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 ESC, NASEO and NAESCO Release State GESPC Program and Project Principles 
 Boost happiness and save energy with adaptive thermal comfort 
 Energy-efficient investments boosting real estate portfolio valuations 
 The future of energy efficiency is off-site construction 
 A former industrial warehouse becomes an urban transportation center, designed to 

be Raleigh, NC's "front door" 
 Massachusetts bill would require home energy efficiency scorecard before sales 
 Space, the next green building frontier 
 Could waste materials insulate buildings? 
 The Green New Deal - an opportunity for the green building industry 
 Efficiency reduces energy burdens for low-income multifamily households 
 The electric vehicle revolution is imminent 
 Driving smart city implementations with innovative funding 

 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 
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