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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 8:35 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: April 1, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
April 1, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
It's been another busy two weeks for Team NCBPA as we, our members, Board Members 
and partners have been busily advancing key industry initiatives on policy, workforce 
development and more. House Bill 330 passed it's first two committee meetings easily with 
clear bipartisan support in the form of Republican bill sponsors and motions to approve from 
Democrats.  
 
To support our policy work and increase our impact, you'll begin seeing new messaging 
from us regarding opposition to industry organizations including NAHB, ACCA and others 
that oppose what we do. For too long, energy efficient construction, in particular, has taken 
a back seat and has even been blamed recently for housing affordability and HVAC 
installation issues. North Carolina's clean energy advocacy community hasn't support 
energy efficiency enough - and has worked against it in some cases. This needs to stop. 
You'll be hearing more from us on these important topics in the coming weeks and I hope 
that you'll contribute to our efforts to lead a changing of this outdated and false narrative. 
 
Following the success of our Lobby Days, Light Commercial Testing Workshop and Crawl 
Space Workshop, we're taking the month off from hosting our own events to attend and 
present at those of other organizations, including our members! Make sure to review the 
events below to see where we'll be and find new opportunities for promoting your own work. 
 
Updates are below on more new members joining NCBPA to support the great work that 
we're doing, which is only made better by active members! Read about our seven active 
committees below and contact us to sign-up for one or two. Doing so will provide you with 
more education and networking on the topic while contributing to our market development 
activities. We need your support to continue the progress we've been making! 
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I'll be in Chicago for most of this week at the HPC Conference meeting with my association 
and nonprofit peers from across the country to share best practices and identify new 
opportunities for our members. Look for an announcement on Tuesday about a new national 
association forming that may sound familiar in name and purpose... 
 
We remain all in on #MembersFirst in 2019 and I hope you're seeing the benefits of it. If 
you have any suggestions, feedback or comments about how NCBPA can be more helpful 
to you, please, email or call me.  
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

Join Members and Sponsors at the NC State 
Energy Conference Apr 30 - May 1 in Raleigh 

Featuring: Many member companies! 
 
Many NCBPA member companies (and staff!) will be speaking, 
moderating and exhibiting at the upcoming 2019 State Energy 
Conference of North Carolina, being held April 30-May 1 at the 
McKimmon Center in Raleigh, NC. Attendees can receive 
professional continuing education credits (AIA, BPI, LEED), learn 
from over 75 expert speakers, choose among 30 different sessions 
in six different tracks, and network with 50+ exhibitors and sponsors 
at extended breaks and receptions.  
 
Three tracks and over 15 sessions include Residential Homes, 
Commercial & Industrial Buildings and Governmental & Institutional 
Buildings -- covering energy efficiency, data, best practices in design 
and operations, resiliency, the future and more. View the agenda and 
register at https://ncenergyconference.com/!   

 

 

 

  

  

Solar Installations Make Apartments More 
Affordable 

Featuring: BuildSMART, member company 
 
In an ongoing effort to offer more affordable housing and help 
residents become climate resilient, Westside Housing Organization 
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is installing solar on its apartment buildings in the Westside and 
Northeast neighborhoods of Kansas City, MO. 
 
Westside Housing is one of six organizations across the country 
selected for a $150,000 grant from the Institute for Sustainable 
Communities (ISC) and its pilot program, Partnership for Resilient 
Communities. The program provides organizations with resources 
and technical assistance for green infrastructure and solar projects 
that build resilience in low-income communities.  
 
“We are very conscious of climate change and the need to reduce 
our carbon footprint,” said Warren Adams-Leavitt, Westside Housing 
manager of strategic energy initiatives. “We are trying to make all of 
our units energy efficient, which also makes them more affordable.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

TimberBlock to Present Charlotte 
Sustainability Awards on April 24th 

Featuring: TimberBlock, Duke Energy and Central Piedmont 
Community College 
 
TimberBlock, an NCBPA member company, is the lead sponsor of 
the upcoming Charlotte Sustainability Awards on April 24th in 
Charlotte. Duke Energy and CPCC, also NCBPA members, are 
sponsors as well. Since 2012, Sustain Charlotte has honored smart 
growth and sustainability leadership in Greater Charlotte through this 
exciting annual event. Honorees including Building EnergetiCx, an 
NCBPA member company, are recognized for their work towards 
sustainability and smart growth as well as their abilities to inspire 
others to do the same. 
 
Read about TimberBlock's new Evolution Series of homes here. 
 
Click here for more information on the event and to register. 

 

 

 

  

  

Data is Meaningless if it's Not Connected to 
Mission 

Featuring: Johnson Controls, member company 
 
In 2014, the Wall Street Journal proclaimed a new arrival to the C-
suite: the chief data officer or CDO. “With corporations awash in 
data,” we were told, “the CDO is the leader who keeps track of it, 
vouches for it, and ultimately is responsible for figuring out how to 
turn it into profit.” 
 
At Johnson Controls, we’ve taken a slightly different route, but – if 
anything – we’ve amplified our focus on data beyond the 
responsibilities of one senior leader. Instead of hiring a CDO, we’ve 
created an entire business around serving customers with digital 
solutions. Currently, we have more than 400 of the smartest people 
in our industry uncovering ways to make buildings safer, smarter and 
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more sustainable – extracting value from the constant flow of 
information within facilities. 
 
To say that we are big believers in the power of data would be an 
understatement, but there is an important caveat. If data is not 
connected to the mission of the business – and the need for the 
building – it’s meaningless. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

HVAC Company Trane Gets Into Solar PV 
Installation Business 

Featuring: Trane, member company 
 
While best recognized as a global leading manufacturer of HVAC 
equipment and Building Automation Systems, Trane also offers 
comprehensive energy services providing self-funding energy and 
cost saving projects to building owners globally. Trane not only 
provides HVAC equipment, building automation systems, facility 
improvement measure and renewable energy efficiency solutions, 
but also offers ongoing services and support to sustain optimal 
facilities operation, and energy efficient operation for the long term. 
 
“Local officials and K-12 administrators appreciate our ability to 
combine energy conservation measures in their facilities, with a 
customized scope of renewable energy systems all through one 
cohesive agreement” said Leo F. McNeil, Regional Director of 
Comprehensive Solutions at Trane, when discussing the addition of 
solar PV into their portfolio. “It makes sense to begin by reducing the 
amount of energy consumed in facilities, and then determine the 
appropriate amount of power to be generated on-site through 
renewables. In this way, we can maximize operational and economic 
benefits for our clients.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Southern Wall Systems Seeks General 
Contractors to Install ICF Systems Across NC 

Featuring: Southern Wall Systems, member company 
 
Southern Wall Systems is expanding its North Carolina business and 
is currently seeking general contractors in the Charlotte, Triad and 
Triangle areas to install its ICF systems. ICF are expanded 
polystyrene foam blocks (EPS) which can be used to build 
basements, slabs, driveways, and walls. They are an energy-
efficient, sustainable, and green building material. ICF add a 
tremendous amount of insulation value and protection from the 
elements to any residential or commercial construction while 
reducing energy bills. It’s the smarter, stronger, and greener way to 
build.  
 
Check out their website at www.ncicfinstaller.com to learn more 
about the design and installation process. If interested in working 

 

 



5

with Southern Wall Systems, contact Bryan Clayton at 336-417-1521 
or bryan@ncicfinstaller.com. 

 

  

  

Earn LEED Credits by Incorporating Building 
Envelope Products 

Featuring: Henry Company, member company 
 
Henry Company supports the use of green building practices and 
energy efficient construction design. Henry manufactures several 
building envelope systems that support this effort and contribute 
toward achieving LEED points. These products include: 

 Air and Vapor Barriers 
 Cool Roof Reflective Coatings 
 Vegetative Roof Assembly 
 Spray Foam Insulation 
 Waterproofing (790-11 Hot Rubberized Asphalt) 

 
Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $1,006 
 Workforce Development: $756 
 Consumer Education: $656 
 Market Valuation: $206 

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

  

Join NCBPA Staff at These Upcoming Industry Events! 

NCBPA does not have any events planned for April - it's a busy month! Join us at 
these events: 
 
April 1 - 4: 2019 National Home Performance Conference & Trade Show, Chicago, IL. Ryan 
will be leading state and regional organization planning meetings on Monday and Tuesday 
afternoon and is a panelist for Tuesday's workforce development session. Check out the 
schedule and exhibit hall to get in touch with the many NCBPA members in attendance!  
 
April 9: NCBPA Lobby Day for HB330 and CERES Advocacy Day in Raleigh. Join NCBPA 
staff and partner organization CERES for legislator meetings focused on NC-based large 
energy users (industrials, manufacturers, etc.) and ESCOs. Email Ryan Miller for more 
information.  
 
April 10: Triangle ASHRAE 2018 NC Energy Code Update in Raleigh  
 
April 16: Optima Engineering's Optima University presentation by NCBPA's Ryan Miller on 
"Where North Carolina's Building Energy Efficiency Industry is Heading in 2019" in 
Charlotte. Email Ryan Miller for more information.  
 
April 22: NC Department of Environmental Quality Clean Energy Plan Development 
Stakeholder Workshop in Raleigh. Invitation only. NCBPA staff and several members will 
be in attendance to speak out in support of building performance and building energy 
efficiency.  
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April 24: NCBPA hosts Summit meeting with ESCOs and DEQ, LGC and DOA on 
opportunities to improve NC's energy services performance contracting market. Email Ryan 
Miller for more information.  
 
April 27 - 28 and May 4 - 5: See the Triangle's most high performance and green homes 
on the Triangle Spring Green Home Tour, both weekends! Many NCBPA member builders 
and contractors will be participating. Click here for more information.  
 
April 30 - May 1: NCBPA members, sponsors and staff to speak and exhibit at NC State 
Energy Conference. Register to attend sessions on residential, commercial, government 
and industrial energy efficiency.  
 
May 2: NCBPA presentation to American Institute of Building Design's Cape Fear Chapter 
in Wilmington. Sponsored by Henry Company. Click here for more information.  

 

  

  

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

  

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 Webinar: How Efficiency-as-a Service Unlocks New Potential: Apr 2, Webinar 
 Triangle Green Home Tour's Annual Green Selling Breakfast: Apr 4, Morrisville 
 NCSEA Women in Clean Energy Meeting: Apr 4, Raleigh 
 ASU Energy Center 2018 Energy Code Training: Apr 5, Boone 
 Triangle ASHRAE 2018 Energy Code Update Dinner: Apr 10, Raleigh 
 Charlotte Sustainability Awards: Apr 24, Charlotte 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: Apr 27-28 and May 4-5, Triangle, NC 
 NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh, NC 
 Green Home Tour with Deltec and Mitsubishi: May 18, Mills River, NC 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 

 

 

  

Recaps of NCBPA's Recent Events 
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Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist 
Workshop a Huge Hit! 

NCBPA hosted 25 industry professionals for two days of 
professional classroom and in-field training on crawl space 
encapsulation on March 19-20 in Raleigh. Sponsored by Ultra-
Aire and Santa Fe Dehumidifiers, as well as Advanced 
Energy, the workshop educated new and experienced industry 
professionals on best practices and provided excellent 
networking opportunities. New member companies IDI 
Distributors and Blevins, Inc. exhibited to answer questions 
and show off their crawl space products.  
 
As with the first workshop we held, ALL participants passe the 
credentialing exam and are now accredited Crawl Space 
Encapsulation Specialists! Click here to view the list of 
NCBPA's 36 credentialed professionals!  
 
Due to popular demand, NCBPA is planning to host our next 
workshop in the Charlotte area in late May or early June. Email 
us at Info@BuildingNC.org if you're interested in attending, 
sponsoring or exhibiting!  
 
Click here for more information on this workshop including 
photos. Videos coming soon!  

 

  

  

 

 

NCBPA Staff and Board Member Present to 
Asheville Students and Industry Pros 

Last Thursday, NCBPA's Ryan Miller and Board Member 
Jonathan Gach of partner organization Green Built Alliance 
spoke to students at AB Tech and UNC Asheville about job and 
career opportunities in NC's building performance industry. This 
is the second time that NCBPA has presented to classes at 
these institutions this semester. In the presentations, NCBPA's 
Ryan Miller described pathways for students to join our industry 
and offered students free memberships with NCBPA to stay 
connected and up-to-date on the latest industry news and 
information. Jonathan Gach, who previously attended both 
institutions, provided real-life examples of job opportunities that 
directly relate to his education at these institutions and volunteer 
opportunities he took on outside of them. 
 
After these presentations, Ryan Miller spoke to Green Built 
Alliance members at Catawba Brewing, courtesy of Allied 
Partner Mitsubishi Electric. The presentation offered a new take 
on NCBPA's advocacy platform that addresses head-on issues 
with the home building and HVAC industries, amongst others. 
Attend one of our upcoming presentations to hear more about 
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these topics, or contact us to schedule a presentation in your 
market! 

 

  

  

 

 

NCBPA Hosts ESCO Summit on March 27 

Last week, NCBPA's Abby Coulter and Ryan Miller hosted a 
dozen energy services company (ESCO) member professionals 
at the AIA building in Raleigh to discuss improvement 
opportunities for the state's energy services performance 
contracting (ESPC) market. This event was organized ahead of 
a separate Summit meeting coming up on April 24th with NC 
DEQ, the Local Government Commission, the Department of 
Administration and other stakeholders. 

 

 

  

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Add Your Products to Our New Online 
Directory! 

Sponsors and Members are welcomed to send us your products to 
be included on our new Online Product Directory! The NCBPA 
Team has been hard at work making updates to our website that 
highlight key initiatives and better advertise our sponsor and member 
companies, their services and their products! Thanks to a suggestion 
from member company Tamarack Technologies, we now have a 
section just for products! 
 
To have your product(s) listed on the site, email us the following 
information (as links to your webpages or as attachments): 

 Product name 
 Description 
 Photo 
 Link for more information 

 
Allied Partners receive up to ten listings on the Sponsor Products 
site. 
 
Members receive one free listing on the Member Products site and 
additional listings for a fee. Contact us for pricing and additional 
options. 
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Shop at Home Depot? Earn a Rebate! 

Through the Home Depot PRO XTRA Loyalty Program, you will be 
eligible for a one percent (1%) rebate on all your expenditures at 
Home Depot each year.  This rebate is on top of any other benefit 
the credit card you register already delivers.  On your Home Depot 
receipts, you will see your "PRO XTRA Statement". You will also 
receive an email directly from Home Depot tracking your 
progress. Get started today by following these steps: 

  Create a PRO XTRA Account. 
 Once you are logged in, click the "Get Started" button (see 

below).  
 Copy this agreement code: BPA-USC and paste it when 

entering your account information*.  
 *If you are self-employed, or do not want to associate your 

credit card with your PRO XTRA account, enter your name 
in the company field and "Consumer/DIY" as the type.  

 
For PRO XTRA support, call: 866-333-3551. 

 

  

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

Our Committees are up and running with the next round of monthly 
phone meetings starting in early April. We're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! Visit our Committee Directory for more 
information including priorities, meeting times and more! 
 
NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
 Building Commissioning 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
 Workforce Development 

 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join and we'll reply back with a 
meeting appointment for your calendar. 

 

  

  

 

 

Looking to Hire? Let us help! 

Send us your job postings to be included on our Job Board and take 
a look at our own Job Seekers page with available candidates. 
NCBPA is proud to share the resumes of these students seeking 
internships with our member companies: 

 Moriah Petersen – seeking fill-time position starting Summer 
or Fall 2019 with building performance firms  

 Marshall Courtney – seeking internship or co-op position for 
Summer/Fall 2019 in energy or mechanical engineering in 
Charlotte area  



11

 Daniel Sumner – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Asheville or Hendersonville area in Construction/Green 
Building  

 Matthew Byington – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Raleigh in Sustainability and Renewable Energy  

 Jasmine Garland – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Building Performance in NC  

 Anvay Joshi – seeking summer 2019 internship in 
Mechanical Engineering in NC  

 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 

 

  

  

 

 

Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online 
Job Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 Huber Engineered Woods: Innovation Project Manager in 
Charlotte 

 Southern Energy Management: Residential Building 
Performance Technician in Charlotte 

 ABS Insulating: Sales, Operations and Installer Positions in 
Charlotte 

 Home Innovation: Green Building Program Manager in DC 
 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 150 positions available in NC 
 NAHB: Program Manager for Sustainability and Green 

Building in Washington, DC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 135 positions available in NC 
 Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Advanced Energy: Building Science Technician in Raleigh 
 GreenServe: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Find more information on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
 
The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "BuildBetter" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 

  

 

 

  

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
 

Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  
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Performance Features That Double as Wellness 
Benefits 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
The term “wellness” in buildings is usually associated to corporate health 
initiatives, fitness programs, and amenities such as gyms, yoga rooms and 
healthy snacks available to employees. While these features are highly 
visible, smart building technology is drastically overlooked for this 
category, although smart or high performance features offer some of the 
most measurable productivity benefits to building occupants. Features 
such as automatic lighting, individual heat and temperature controls, 
occupancy sensors and natural daylight are becoming more and more 
common in buildings due to the boost in employee experience.  
 
Buildings have been scientifically documented as part of an individual’s 
overall wellness calculation, and with the development of research 
focusing on IAQ, health and safety, comfort and employee retention, 
standards such as WELL and Passive House are making progress in the 
U.S. to help fulfill these non-visible wellness benefits for building 
occupants. With these certifications and performance building practices, 
products, and advanced automation, the buildings we spend ~40% of our 
time are bridging the relationship between wellness visibility and 
efficiency.   

 

 

 

  

  

That Feeling You Get When Making a Difference 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director  
 
One of the most satisfying parts of my job is helping to connect students 
and young professionals to job and career opportunities in our industry. 
Over the past five years, I've presented to dozens of classes and 
seemingly every time I do, I see a light bulb go off in at least one student's 
head that helps them understand the practical, and actual, opportunities 
available to them for employment that are directly related to their education 
and interests. When we've had interns at NCBPA in the past few summers, 
it's always been a fun test to quiz them on their perceived understanding 
of our industry (note, they know a lot about LEED) and see how their 
knowledge changes and shifts over time. Once they leave the classroom 
and meet with industry company owners and operators, attend networking 
events and perform their own research and surveys, their minds really 
open up. 
 
Last week in Asheville, I was thrilled to see many light bulbs go off during 
the presentations that Jonathan and I delivered at AB Tech and UNC 
Asheville. One student from AB Tech who is working on a new career in 
building sustainability following twenty years of retail jobs, let me know just 
how clear the career opportunities she's been lightly hearing about now 
seem to her, following our presentation. What we offered to her reinforced 
her decision to learn about building sustainability and make a contribution 
in our industry. Another student from UNC Asheville was sketching a 
passive solar home when we arrived and had no idea what she'd be 
hearing about. We answered her questions and encouraged her to follow 
her passion in real estate with an angle on sustainability. 
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These instances are inspiring and motivating to me, but are only provided 
at the direction of our member companies who fund and support this work. 
Thank you for allowing me to help make a difference in the lives of students 
across our state. 

 

 

  

Committee Updates: Get Involved! 
 

Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

Building & Energy 
Codes Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 10am. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Building & Energy Code Update: 
 NCBPA staff recently attended the March Building 

Code Council meeting. 
 NCBPA staff and members have been actively 

engaged in drafting energy efficiency code language 
to be incorporated into the state's new Energy 
Efficiency Roadmap, which will contribute to the 
state's new Clean Energy Plan. 

 NCBPA staff has been developing communications 
and presentations that publicly oppose industry 
opposition to energy efficient codes. 

 
April 3rd Meeting Agenda: 

 Updates from the March Building Code Council 
meeting including NCBPA's code change proposals 
not being voted on and new proposals from NCHBA. 

 Initiating a technical committee for HERS Raters to 
support continued development of the ERI option. 

 Review recommendations from NCBPA staff and 
members that will be incorporated into the state's 
new Clean Energy Plan, including EV-ready homes 
and buildings, establishing pathways to net zero 
homes and buildings, and more. 

 New strategies and upcoming communications to 
counter opposition messaging on energy efficient 
codes and affordability. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join the Committee to participate in this important 
work. 

 Make plans to participate in upcoming NCHBA and 
Building Code Council meetings to push back on 
further rollbacks of NC's energy code. 

 Oppose energy efficiency rollbacks recently 
proposed by the NC House. 

 

 

 

 

Building 
Commissioning Sub-
Committee 
 

 

 

Building Commissioning Update: 
 This Sub-Committee has just formed and will hold its 

first meeting on April 4th. 
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Meetings are held via 
phone on the first Thursday 
of every month at 3pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 NCBPA's Abby Coulter has been collecting agenda 
items and market needs from member companies 
that will be discussed on this week's call. 

 
April 4th Meeting Agenda: 

 Establish priorities for this sub-committee. 
 Identify action items for members and NCBPA staff 

to take on in order to prioritize sub-committee work. 
 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Sub-Committee to provide support and 
ideas for improving NC's building commissioning 
market. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Monday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Consumer Education Update:  
 This Committee is just getting started with NCBPA 

Board Members and staff discussing ways that 
NCBPA can provide member opportunities for 
improving consumer education. 

 NCBPA staff has been working on updates to 
NCBPA's three websites to improve consumer 
education resources. 

 
April 8th Meeting Agenda:  

 Discuss market needs and opportunities that the 
Committee could begin working on. 

 Prioritize action needed and work that NCBPA staff 
and members can take on. 

 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set 
the priorities and goals for this important work in 
2019! 

 Take a look at the content on our consumer 
education websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know 
what additions and changes we should make! We'll 
be happy to include your company's case studies, 
videos, photos and content recommendations in 
either site. 

 Know of a large company or organization that 
believes in sustainability or works in our industry? 
Work with us to host a workshop for their employees 
using our HomeEnergyNC workshop! 

 

 

 

 

Market Valuation 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on an as-
needed basis via phone. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Market Valuation Update: 
 NCBPA staff is continuing to work with Triangle MLS 

to finalize a scope of work for what may be minor 
upgrades to the system's Green MLS capabilities. 

 NCBPA staff has also been meeting with members 
in Asheville and Raleigh to develop pilot programs 
focused on Realtor, Appraiser and Lender 
education. 

 NCBPA staff presented to the NC House Housing 
Working Group two weeks ago on how energy 
efficiency and building performance improves 
housing affordability, a critical ongoing discussion 
with significant industry opposition. 
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Next Meeting Agenda: 
 No meetings are planned at this time. 
 However, NCBPA staff will schedule a meeting for 

interested parties to discuss this topic and how they 
can get involved in our work, and how NCBPA can 
get involved in their work. 

 Contact us if interested. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  

 Contact us if you would like to get involved in this 
work. NCBPA staff is heading up several activities 
and would like to work with our members to establish 
pilot programs in metro areas. 

 Develop and share messaging on social media, at 
workshops and conferences that promote improved 
affordability from energy efficiency and building 
performance. This Fannie Mae article is an example. 

 NCBPA seeks funding to perform our annual market 
inventory report, last completed in March of 2018, to 
gather valuable insight on NC's residential and 
commercial building markets, particularly related to 
the added value of high performance buildings. 
Contact us if you'd like to participate or help fund this 
work. 

 

 

 

Passive House 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every 
month at 2pm 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Passive House Update:  
 NCBPA Board Members and staff have been 

reaching out to PHIUS/PHAUS and other 
stakeholder organizations to discuss partnership 
activities. 

 NCBPA Board Members and staff have also been 
including more Passive House information in 
presentations to code stakeholders, legislators and 
other industry groups to garner more interest. 

 A few weeks ago, NCBPA staff proposed a new 
Duke Energy incentive program for multifamily 
affordable housing developers that would include 
credit for Passive House principles and certification. 

 
April 9th Meeting Agenda: 

 Discuss latest progress on incorporating Passive 
House more into NC's construction market. 

 Identify new opportunities available through 
ASHRAE's recent incorporation of Passive House 
into its standard. 

 
Member Support Needed: 

 Join this Committee to learn about about Passive 
House and how you can support its integration into 
NC's residential and commercial construction 
markets. 

 Share your Passive House projects with us via case 
studies, photos, videos and more. NCBPA staff will 
include them in our presentations and on our 
websites. 

 

 

 

 

Policy & Legislation 
Committee 
 

 

 

Policy & Legislation Update:  
 NCBPA staff and members continue to lobby and 

advocate for passage of HB330. It will likely be heard 
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Meetings are held via 
phone on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
at 1pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

in the full House this week and may pass over to the 
Senate by the end of the week. NCBPA staff is 
preparing a Senate push once the bill crosses over. 
Legislator meetings are planned for April 9th to 
garner support for advancing the bill through the 
Senate. 

 Our second priority legislative item - adding an 
Energy seat to the NC Building Code Council - 
narrowly missed introduction by Senator Bob 
Steinburg. Senator Steinburg was 100% on-board 
with introducing this legislation so long as the NC 
Home Builder's Association would be supportive or 
neutral. Unfortunately, last Tuesday NCHBA voiced 
their opposition to the bill, which makes any 
introduction of it very unlikely at this time. 

 NCBPA staff is evaluating legislative pathways for 
amending last year's residential energy code garage 
exemption. 

 NCBPA staff continues to discuss opportunities to 
re-introduce C-PACE Financing legislation that is 
currently parked in Senate Rules. NCBPA's Board of 
Directors has taken a position of only working on this 
bill if funding is provided for the needed attorney 
work and NCBPA's own lobbying efforts. 

 
April 3rd Meeting Agenda: 

 2019 Legislative Session update on our bill activity 
and others related to our industry. 

 Identify possible pathways for our Energy seat and 
residential energy code amendments. 

 Identify opportunities to partner with stakeholder 
organizations to support our industry's policy 
agenda. 

 
Member Support Needed:  

 Join our Policy & Legislation Committee to support 
the association's policy work. Click here for more 
information including steps to join the committee.  

 If able, please contribute to our advocacy and 
lobbying budget. NCBPA is currently funding this 
work through a small portion of membership dues 
alone. To make it through the long session, we need 
your support! 

 

 

 

Workforce 
Development 
Committee 
 
Meetings are held via 
phone on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 
2pm. 
 
Click here to visit the 
Committee webpage. 
 
Email us to join the 
Committee and receive a 
calendar invitation. 

 

 

 

Workforce Development Update:  
 NCBPA's Ryan Miller is a panelist at tomorrow's 

workforce development session at the HPC 
Conference in Chicago to bring attention to our work 
and garner financial support and resources needed 
to advance it. 

 NCBPA's GoFundMe campaign for a Mobile Career 
& Training Center is active but has yet to garner 
much attention from industry partners. 

 NCBPA's Ryan Miller and Board Member Jonathan 
Gach presented to students at UNC Asheville and 
AB Tech last week, sharing information on job and 
career opportunities. 

 NCBPA staff and members continue to participate in 
a Workforce Development working group through 
the new NC Clean Energy Plan. Two weeks ago, this 
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group met with the NC Department of Commerce to 
discuss collaboration opportunities. 

 NCBPA continues to incorporate success stories 
and case studies on its websites and social media. 

 NCBPA members are completing questionnaires 
about their careers that will soon be shared on our 
website to provide valuable insight to students and 
young professionals. 

 
April 9th Meeting Agenda: 

 Develop plan for advertising NCBPA's GoFundMe 
campaign. 

 Identify target colleges and universities for student 
presentations this semester. 

 Review NCBPA's current work in-progress on 
Career Pathways development and Apprenticeship 
program development to determine how this work 
can best advance with support from members and 
partner organizations. 

 
Member Support Needed:  

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 Contact us to schedule a presentation to students at 
colleges and universities in your area. 

 

 

Industry News Headlines 
 

 Fannie Mae details impact of green financing 
 Embodied carbon: the blindspot of the buildings industry 
 An important vote for the climate: building and energy code voting underway 
 Duke defends IRP as greens push North Carolina regulators to reassess 
 2019 Sustainability Awards: Green innovations of the year 
 Code Council, CSA Group publish rainwater harvesting standard 
 Applications open for the ACEEE 2019 Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in 

Industry Linda Latham Scholarship 
 Alliance calls for modernized energy efficiency tax incentives 
 Bucking the national trend: Women lead construction at Asheville Habitat for 

Humanity 
 5 must haves to achieve high marks in ultra-low energy in schools 
 6 reasons to invest in green roofs 

 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
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Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 
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