
1
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Sent: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:25 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: March 4, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
March 4, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
With just two more weeks to go until NCBPA's five-year anniversary, I'm happy to say that 
many of the strategies and initiatives we put into place several years ago are taking shape 
and yielding results!  
 
In particular, this week's Lobby Days show just how far we've come from having no policy 
platform or lobbying experience to introducing bills and meeting with 27 - yes, 27 - legislators 
over two days this week to educate them on our industry and garner their support. This work 
has been a long time coming but has never been needed more as other industry 
organizations have pulled back their policy work related to buildings and energy efficiency.  
 
And is this work resonating with our members? It seems like it! Since November, your 
membership dues allocations have been led by Policy & Legislation and our newsletter 
readership has increased from 32.5% in November and December to 44% in January and 
February. Whereas we used to report on the industry news, now we're making it! Send us 
your articles and news so that we can make this newsletter more valuable to you! 
 
We have several new partnerships underway to help drive market development with 
organizations including USGBC, NAESCO, ASHRAE, RESNET and potentially several 
others. NCBPA's work supports all certification programs and organizations working to 
improve North Carolina's built environment and we look forward to new opportunities with 
our partners in 2019. 
 
Our staff and several member companies have been busy attending stakeholder meetings 
and conferences over the past few weeks surrounding clean energy plan development. 
Keith Pehl of member company Optima Engineering presented on the Future of Green 
Building at the UNC Clean Tech Summit last Friday, while I met with organizers to advocate 
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for more sessions and speakers on building performance and energy efficiency. Fortunately, 
we aren't lacking in those sessions at the upcoming NC State Energy Conference. 
 
We have several events this week and throughout March so make sure to check them out 
below! We've just added a fun and informative presentation on March 28th in Asheville that 
will provide market updates and several calls to action for those interested in helping to 
push our market even further in 2019.  
 
And lastly, a warm GOOD LUCK to Marissa Nixon, NCBPA's Policy & Research Coordinator 
for the past six months. Marissa led the scheduling of this week's Lobby Days and 
performed a wealth of research for us on a variety of topic areas. Marissa starts her long-
planned 6-month hiking adventure on the Appalachian Trail this week and we wish her the 
best!  
 
We remain all in on #MembersFirst in 2019 and I hope you're seeing the benefits of it. If 
you have any suggestions, feedback or comments about how NCBPA can be more helpful 
to you, please, email or call me. Or better yet, let's go look at a job together.  
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

Timber Block and Sustainability: Hear from a 
Homeowner's Point of View 

Featuring: Timber Block, member company 
 
There has been a renewed focus on sustainability in the home 
building industry in recent years, and that focus is expected to 
increase...and fast. Along with the ability to achieve a home that is 
considered sustainable, another important factor is the level of 
energy efficiency. These 2 factors are at the top of the list for many 
of our homeowners, and because we understand the importance of 
sustainability and energy efficiency, we are committed to going 
above and beyond. (Read more about our commitment to 
sustainability here.)  
 
Michael and Victoria Boomgarden built a Dakota from Timber Block's 
Classic series a few years ago in Wisconsin. We asked Michael to 
share how he felt about sustainability and its importance. "Our 
primary concern was sustainability...initially, we focused on energy 
efficiency. The nature of Timber Block's design technology--highly 
energy efficient wall systems, incredible roof/attic insulation, low-e 
windows, and a focus on attacking air infiltration--means that, on a 
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square foot (or square meter) basis, a Timber Block home is 
extremely efficient, requiring very little energy to heat or cool. It's 
"sustainable" because it requires much less energy to occupy. Our 
experience over six years of ownership has proven this to be true--
it's the most energy-efficient home we've owned."  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Siemens Enters Residential Market with 
Junelight Smart Battery 

Featuring: Siemens, member company 
 
German industrial giant Siemens announced last week that it was 
entering the residential battery storage market with the introduction 
of its new Junelight Smart Battery, which is intended to meet the 
requirements of private homes generating and storing their own 
energy. Already invested in renewable energy generation 
technologies such as wind, solar, hydro, and biomass — not to 
mention the utility storage market — Siemens is now expanding its 
extensive reach into the European residential battery storage market 
with the launch of its Junelight Smart Battery. Designed to the 
requirements of self-generated energy and energy storage in private 
homes, the Junelight Smart Battery coordinates its predictive 
charging and discharging procedures based on weather-related yield 
forecasts for the connected solar PV system and the individual 
consumption profile of the household. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

BuildSMART Agrees! Factory Building is the 
Next Wave 

Featuring: BuildSMART, member company 
 
Tedd Benson has “only a small ambition,” he told assembled guests 
at the grand opening of his Unity Homes factory in Keene, N.H., in 
2018. “We intend to change the building industry. Dramatically.” 
Benson’s roots as a builder go back to the 1970s, when he helped to 
kick-start the timber-framing revival in the U.S. with his classic 
book, Building the Timber Frame House. But the vision has evolved 
over the years, and Benson’s current venture, Unity Homes, is about 
much more than honing a chisel. 
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Willdan Group Announces Letter of Intent with 
EYP to Acquire The Weidt Group 

Featuring: The Weidt Group, member company 
 
Willdan Group, Inc. announced today that it has signed a letter of 
intent with EYP to acquire substantially all of the assets of its energy 
practice division, The Weidt Group. The Weidt Group is a nationally 
recognized energy consulting and software development firm that 
specializes in the energy and operational performance of new and 
existing buildings for utilities. The Weidt Group achieved 
approximately $14 million of revenue in 2018, and Willdan expects 
the acquisition to be accretive to earnings in 2019. The acquisition is 
expected to close in March 2019 and is subject to the execution of 
an Asset Purchase Agreement and contract novations.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Premium Construction with a Cost-Effective 
Product 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, Allied Partner 
 
Thrive Home Builders is one of the most respected production 
builders in the country with a multitude of awards and accolades to 
prove it. The Denver-area company is well-known nationwide for its 
sustainable, energy-efficient construction, with 100 percent of its 
homes meeting a minimum of Net Zero Energy Ready status. Thrive 
commands a 10 to 25 percent price premium for its high-performance 
new construction homes, so one could assume that every product 
used in its builds would also come at a price premium. Yet, Thrive 
CEO and Founder Gene Myers told Insulation Institute that cost-
effective blown-in fiberglass insulation is a preferred product in his 
company’s homes.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Home Energy Rating Companies Participate in 
CEO Roundtable 

On February 12th, NCBPA staff hosted the first CEO Roundtable for 
owners, operators and delegates of member companies working in 
the home energy rating industry in North Carolina. 14 individuals 
from NC, Virginia, Georgia and Texas attended to offer their insight 
into the future of the market, network with one another and 
collaborate on opportunities to improve the industry. NCBPA staff will 
release a report to all member companies in a few weeks, following 
internal and participant reviews of the discussion and action items 
that resulted from it. 
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Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Policy & Legislation: $754 
 Workforce Development: $654 
 Consumer Education: $454 
 Market Valuation: $104 

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

  

  

This Tuesday and Wednesday: Industry 
Lobby Days in Raleigh 

* 27 legislator meetings are confirmed! * 
 
It's not too late to attend! Join our Lobby Day team of NCBPA 
members, staff and partners as we meet with 27 legislators to 
garner their support for our 2019 Legislative Agenda. The focus 
will be on passing legislation to extend our state's energy and 
water performance contracting program for state buildings, 
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adding an energy seat to the NC Building Code Council, 
modifying or repealing legislative exemptions for energy code 
and garnering support for future energy efficiency legislation. 
 
 
Thank you Ingersoll Rand for sponsoring these important 
events! Learn about their exciting sustainability initiatives here.  
 
Click here to read about last year's successful events!  
 
Click here to register. 

 

  

  

  

This Friday: AeroBarrier Lunch-n-Learn in 
Greensboro 

You've probably heard about it, but do you know how it really 
works? Join us this Friday at the Greensboro Builders 
Association for a FREE lunch-n-learn with AeroBarrier, winner 
of the Best in Show Award at the 2018 International Builders 
Show. Learn how this innovative technology can help your 
homes perform!  
 
Click here for more info and to register.   

 

  

  

  

Next Week: Light Commercial Performance 
Testing Workshop in Raleigh 

High Performance Building Solutions and Retrotec are 
presenting a Light Commercial Performance Testing Workshop 
that is open to residential and commercial contractors, 
architects, commissioning agents, product suppliers and 
industry professionals. The workshop agenda includes:  

 NC Code Overview and Air Leakage Presentation 
 Testing Equipment Review and Case Study Presentation 
 Whole Building Air Leakage Test and Analysis 
 Q&A with Presenters and Exhibitors 
 Networking at Trophy Brewing Next Door - open to all! 

 
Exhibitors include: 

 Retrotec 
 Tnemec Company 
 Spirit Sales Group 
 Mosher Engineering 

 
Click here to register! 
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Next Wednesday: Industry Networking Event 
in Raleigh 

Join your industry peers at Trophy Brewing for a free networking 
event following our commercial performance testing 
workshop. All members and prospective members are 
welcomed! NCBPA staff, Board Members and members will be 
in attendance to discuss our industry's needs and opportunities 
on workforce development, policy, consumer education, market 
valuation and much more!  
 
Click here for more information and to register! 

 

  

  

  

Next Thursday: Member Presentation on 
Building Performance at Lake Norman HBA 

WHAT IF?... Building Performance Practices became the 
norm... Join us for an informative panel presentation and 
discussion of Reasons, Remedies and Rewards of 
implementing building performance practices above the norm of 
building code. The event will begin with a panel of experts 
addressing three areas instrumental in designing and building 
high performance homes. Following the panel presentations, 
we will look at how the three areas perform in a myraid of code 
and green building systems. This process will utilize energy 
performance tools to create a design hybrid that provides 
exemplary energy performance, while also making good 
economic sense. Join us for some surprising design 
conclusions and the opportunity for much discussion by all 
attendees. 
 
Click here for more information and to register! 

 

  

  

  

Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist 
Workshop: March 19 - 20 in Raleigh 

Join fellow industry pros for a two-day classroom and field-
based workshop in Raleigh that educates new and experienced 
professionals on how to properly encapsulate crawl spaces! 
This is NCBPA's second workshop using a new curricula, 
training manual and resources developed in partnership with 
Ultra Aire, Santa Fe Dehumidifiers and Advanced Energy. 
Members receive discounted pricing and opportunities to exhibit 
and present are available! 
 
Click here for more information and to register!  

 



8

  

  

  

Green Building Update and Networking: 
March 28th in Asheville 

Join NCBPA and Green Built Alliance for a fun and informative 
update on where North Carolina’s green and high performance 
home market is heading – and how YOU can play a role in 
moving it forward! Topics include:  

 Update on industry activity during the 2019 legislative 
session 

 New resources to attract and retain workers 
 Trends with certification programs including Passive 

House principles and Green Built Homes' evolution to 
incorporate regenerative design elements 

 Highlights of the highest performance construction 
projects in the state 

 A look ahead to incorporating renewable energy in NC’s 
minimum code requirements 

 “Green” MLS opportunities 
 
After the presentation, stick around for drinks and networking 
with industry friends, sponsored by Mitsubishi Electric.  
 
Click here for more information and to register!  

 

  

  

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

  

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 2019 ACCA Conference & Expo: Mar 4-6, San Antonio, TX 
 HERS Associate Certification Course: Mar 7, Raleigh, NC 
 Best in Show: The Coolest, Geekiest Trends from IBS: Mar 7, Raleigh, NC 
 NAESCO's 2019 Federal Market Workshop: Mar 14, Washington, DC 
 Diagnostic Thinking for Building Failures Weekly Workshop: Mar 14, Pittsboro, NC 
 USGBC NC: Green Scene + Partner Spotlight: Mar 20, Raleigh, NC 
 USGBC NC: LEED + WELL Project Team Panel & Tour: Mar 21, Charlotte, NC 
 Air Barrier Association of America (ABAA) Conference: Mar 26-27, Norfolk, VA 
 Webinar: How Efficiency-as-a Service Unlocks New Potential: Apr 2, Webinar 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: Apr 27-28 and May 4-5, Triangle, NC 
 NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh, NC 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 
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Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Students: Participate in Our Design Contest 

Students! We need your help! We’ve launched a GoFundMe 
campaign to raise $50,000 needed to purchase plans, materials, a 
trailer and products to start construction on a High Performance 
Construction Training & Career Center – on wheels! But before we 
do, we need a design! Using SketchUp or your preferred software, 
create your design for the exterior and interior of this project using 84 
Lumber’s “Countryside” tiny home as your starting point.  
 
Submit your design by March 10th to be included in a national social 
media contest to select the design that will be used for our 
GoFundMe campaign! Your participation will put your design out to 
thousands of industry professionals and help us get one step closer 
to launching our fundraising campaign! 
 
Click here for more information and submittal instructions. 

 

  

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

NCBPA's Board of Directors just held the first round of launch 
meetings for our 2019 Committees. Now, we're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
 Workforce Development 

 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join! 

 

  

  

 

 

Looking for an Intern? Let us help! 

Send us your Intern and Job postings to be listed on our website! 
And, if you're looking for a position, send us your resume to be 
connected to hiring companies! NCBPA is proud to share the 
resumes of these students seeking internships with our member 
companies: 
 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 
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Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online Job 
Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 ABS Insulating: Sales, Operations and Installer Positions in 
Charlotte 

 Home Innovation: Green Building Program Manager in DC 
 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 150 positions available in NC 
 NAHB: Program Manager for Sustainability and Green 

Building in Washington, DC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 135 positions available in NC 
 Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Advanced Energy: Building Science Technician in Raleigh 
 GreenServe: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Find more information on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
 
The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "BuiltToPerform" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 

  

 

 

  

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
 

Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  

 

  

  

Huge Savings with Small Cost: 
Retro-Commissioning 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
Retro-commissioning is a process for existing buildings in 
improving the efficiency of the equipment and systems to 
resolve issues from construction or throughout the lifetime 
of the building. Through a systematic evaluation of existing 
systems and new opportunities to improve energy savings, 
you can change how the building is inefficiently operating 
by making small changes in sensors or equipment that 
carry little to no cost. Some common issues found in a 
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building from undergoing retro-commissioning are lighting 
controls efficiency, issues in systems that simultaneously 
heat and cool, belts and valves that are not functioning 
optimally, sensors that are out of calibration, air balancing 
systems and more that can all show a major improvement 
in efficiency with almost no cost. Studies show that the 
costs of retro-commissioning activities range from $0.13 to 
$2.00 per square foot, while payback ranges from 0.2 to 
2.1 years.  
 
To learn more about retro and new construction 
commissioning services that benefit building owners, 
managers and occupants, visit our Commissioning page 
on the NCBPA commercial website.  

 

  

  

How North Carolina is Leading a Transition 
from Building Plaques to Building 
Performance 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director via Business 
View Magazine 
 
When I moved to North Carolina in 2010 to make a role for 
myself in sustainability and “green” building, the tone, 
strategy, and leadership of the industry was a mess. 
Although savvy consumers were aware of “that LEED 
stuff”, the industry lacked an organizing body to counter 
attacks on initiatives like improving minimum energy code 
requirements and industry companies lacked a way to 
voice their concerns. In addition, the renewable energy 
industry’s expeditious growth garnered all attention on 
“clean” energy. There wasn’t much air left in the room for 
buildings and energy efficiency. 
 
Although it was well-known then, as it is now, that reducing 
energy usage before generating from renewables is 
the right way, due to a lackluster industry infrastructure, it 
wasn’t happening. 
 
Enter: opportunity. The time was right to organize a new 
strategy and voice for “green” building: building 
performance. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

  

Get Involved in Industry Growth Initiatives 
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Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
As the category with the least interest in our membership, 
based on dues contributions since November, the NCBPA 
Team is looking for opportunities to push market valuation 
initiatives forward, but is not actively working on any projects 
at this time. We hope to identify grant funding for market 
research and reports - similar to our 2017 market inventory 
report - for commercial buildings during 2019. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Do you have strong relationships with MLS organizations, 
realtors, appraisers and lenders in your market(s)? If so, 
contact us to coordinate efforts to garner their support for 
this work and begin the process of selling the value of 
"green" MLS improvements. We'll work with you to schedule 
meetings, training events and on-site tours with local 
stakeholders to help garner support for these efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
Our Legislative Agenda has been narrowed down as we 
head in to Lobby Days this week. Click here to view it. 
 
Ryan Miller and several NCBPA members and partners 
continue to participate in weekly stakeholder meetings to 
develop NC's Clean Energy Plan and an Energy Efficiency 
Roadmap. These initiatives include a wealth of NCBPA 
member and staff work surrounding building and energy 
code, workforce development, utility programs and more. 
 
Two weeks ago, we were asked to provide language to be 
incorporated in the NC House' new school bonds bill related 
to energy efficient school construction. Thankfully, we had 
just onboarded SfL+a Architects to our membership and 
were able to quickly garner their input and send over 
language to support energy efficient new construction in the 
legislative discussions. 
 
Our staff is actvely working to develop a partnership with 
PHIUS to capitalize on ASHRAE's incorporation of Passive 
strategy in their standard. In two weeks, we will present a 
new proposal to Duke Energy for a utility rebate program 
that would incentivize multifamily affordable housing 
developers to build units to energy efficiency standards that 
are greater than the current minimum of ENERGY STAR 
2.0. These standards will include certification programs like 
Passive House and LEED and rating programs like HERS. 
 
NCBPA Staff are finalizing recommendations for the NC EE 
Roadmap working group's building and energy code 
recommendations with feedback from member companies. 
These will be presented to our membership soon. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
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Register for Lobby Days on March 5 - 6 to support our 2019 
Legislative Agenda and learn how to become an advocate 
for our industry! 
 
NCBPA's Board of Directors has formed a committee to 
support the association's policy work with the help of 
member professionals. Click here for more information 
including steps to join the committee.  
 
If able, please contribute to our advocacy and lobbying 
budget. NCBPA is currently funding this work through a 
small portion of membership dues alone. To make it through 
the long session, we need your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
NCBPA Staff has budgeted a wealth of time for final 
development of our first workforce development resource 
deliverables in April and May and hope to have them 
available beginning in July. These will include Career 
Pathways resources, Apprenticeship programs and more. 
 
Our staff and members continue to participate in stakeholder 
meetings at the local and state levels to push for greater 
support of workforce resources in our industry. Ryan Miller 
will be presenting at the Home Performance Coalition 
conference in Chicago on this topic. 
 
Tim Gasper of member company Siemens is leading efforts 
to integrate NCBPA's workforce development efforts with 
those of the NC Department of Commerce, which is working 
on clean energy workforce support through the Governor's 
Executive Order for clean energy. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Here's a few ways to get involved: 

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
NCBPA's Board of Directors is working with our staff to 
outline priorities and goals for the new Committee in 2019. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set the 
priorities and goals for this important work in 2019! 
 
Take a look at the content on our consumer education 
websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know what 
additions and changes we should make! We'll be happy to 
include your company's case studies, videos, photos and 
content recommendations in either site. 
 
Know of a large company or organization that believes in 
sustainability or works in our industry? Work with us to host 
a workshop for their employees using our HomeEnergyNC 
workshop! 
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Industry News Headlines 
 

 New ASHRAE passive building standard to boost use of strategy 
 Home Performance Coalition applauds introduction of the "Blue Collar to Green 

Jobs Act" 
 New rebate program accelerates energy efficiency program payments to 

contractors 
 Thin glass to change high-performance window market 
 Grassley, Wyden offer bill to renew expired tax breaks 
 Early research offers new insights into the business case for energy efficiency 
 A North Carolina electric cooperative makes energy efficiency programs more 

affordable for consumers 
 Net-zero energy homes have arrived - and are shaking up the US housing market 
 Energy service agreements: potential big kid in town? 
 Energy efficiency and indoor air quality top buyers' green preferences 
 Energy efficiency means health: Shelton Group news 
 Five steps to high performance home sales 

 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 
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