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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:43 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: February 18, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
February 18, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
Thanks to your continued support, the last two weeks have been really, really, really good 
for our work. NCBPA's five-year anniversary is one month away and nine companies just 
joined to demonstrate their support and receive the many different benefits of doing so.  
 
By in large, these companies joined for the tangible gains NCBPA is helping our industry 
achieve in 2019. Whereas a year ago our association was talking about potential legislation, 
this week we have one bill being introduced and several more in the works. Whereas a year 
ago we were talking about workforce development issues, this month we're finalizing 
solutions. Whereas a year ago we were watching code change, now we're changing code 
ourselves. Whereas last year we were asking industry organizations to partner with us, now 
they're asking us to partner with them. 
 
A lot has changed in the past year for us, and definitely in the past five years. What hasn't 
changed is NCBPA's commitment to supporting, and leading, our industry and all of your 
companies to success in 2019 and for many more years.  
 
Yesterday we launched a GoFundMe campaign for our not-so novel, but well-needed, High 
Performance Training and Career Center on Wheels. I'm hopeful that our student members 
will design it and our industry companies will fund it. Many of your companies are struggling 
to find skilled labor and we need to shore-up our industry's talent pipeline. Educating 
students, their parents and their teachers about career opportunities in our industry remains 
a top priority.  
 
On a personal note, thank you for these opportunities to make a difference. I've never 
enjoyed serving you all as much as I do now. But, I know that our industry's success must 
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include YOU. Please consider joining one of our new Board Member-led committees to lend 
your voice, experience and knowledge to moving our market forward.  
 
We're all in on #MembersFirst in 2019 and I hope you're seeing the benefits of it. If you 
have any suggestions, feedback or comments about how NCBPA can be more helpful to 
you, please, email or call me. Or better yet, let's go look at a job together.  
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 

 

 

 

 

  

#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

Editorial: How North Carolina is Cutting School 
Construction Costs 

Featuring: SfL+a Architects, new member company! 
 
Hoke County, North Carolina, had a problem. The rural county near 
Fayetteville needed to build a new middle school. However, the last 
school the county built cost $1.5 million a year in payments. For the 
new middle school, the county computed it could only afford 
$450,000 per year. y conventional standards, that meant Hoke 
County couldn’t afford a new school. But the Raleigh-based 
architectural firm SfL+a Architects/Firstfloor proposed an 
unconventional solution: What if it owned the building for the first 
seven years and leased it to the school system? 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Energized: A Guide to the Energy Industry in 
North Carolina 

Featuring: Member companies Schneider Electric, Tideland 
Electric Membership Corp., Duke Energy, CPCC, Siemens and 
NC Clean Energy Technology Center 
 
With at least 40,000 employees, North Carolina’s energy industry 
generates both jobs and economic growth. As the state becomes a 
leader in renewable technologies such as solar power, that role is 
likely to increase. To keep up, community colleges and universities 
are partnering with companies on apprenticeship programs for the 
next generation of workers; utilities and co-ops are upgrading the grid 
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to accommodate smart technologies; and economic developers are 
pushing for a pipeline that will bring natural gas to eastern North 
Carolina. You’ll find the details inside these pages. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Home Battery Storage + Solar PV in 2019 

Featuring: Southern Energy Management, member company 
 
On any given day, if you walk into our office on Triangle Drive, you’ll 
hear one of our solar educators in the distance answering 
homeowners’ questions about solar power and battery storage. As a 
certified Tesla Powerwall installer, we’re here to help you understand 
your options for battery storage and how it works with solar to keep 
you running on clean energy when the grid goes down. There are 
many products and factors to evaluate as battery storage technology 
advances and becomes more accessible. Here are a few 
considerations to look into when checking out PV+Storage options in 
2019. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

How Indiana is Throwing Away a Huge 
Economic Opportunity by Not Recycling 

Featuring: Knauf Insulation, member company  
 
Each day, three or four rail cars filled with recycled glass roll into 
Knauf Insulation’s yard in Shelbyville. A massive furnace melts the 
glass before spinning it into tiny threads that look like cotton candy. 
Millions of recycled bottles get turned into insulation for homes every 
year, creating jobs for Hoosiers.  Yet, not even one of those bottles 
comes from nearby Indianapolis, said Scott Miller, Knauf’s director 
of sustainability. “All of it,” he said, “is imported.”  
 
After decades of paralyzing debate, Indianapolis' elected officials 
now preside over one of the most underdeveloped recycling 
programs among large U.S. cities, robbing the state’s manufacturers 
of cheap in-state recycled material. More than 70 companies 
employing 30,000 Hoosiers say they regularly use recycled materials 
like plastic, paper and glass, according to a 2013 study, the most 
recent data available. But many of those businesses can’t get their 
materials locally. Others say they would use recycled material if only 
it were available.  
 
Click here for the full article. 
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Schneider Electric Named One of the Fortune's 
World's Most Admired Companies for 2019 

Featuring: Schneider Electric, member company 
 
Schneider Electric, the leader in digital transformation of energy 
management and automation, has been included in the World's Most 
Admired Companies, according to the 2019 list published by 
Fortune. This year, the company ranks fifth in the electronics 
industry, maintaining its strong position from 2018. The achievement 
reflects its growing reputation as an all-round achiever in its industry, 
pursuing innovation with a strong focus on sustainability and 
inclusion for all.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

4 Undeniable Benefits of Offsite Construction 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, NCBPA Allied Partner  
 
It takes an average of four to six months to build the typical new 
construction home and in the homebuilding business, time is money. 
Complicating the issue for most builders is a shortage of skilled 
tradespeople, including framing carpenters, the constraints of 
weather-related delays, and countless other risks associated with 
construction sites. However, evolving building processes like offsite 
manufacturing can dramatically improve the homebuilding process, 
resulting in myriad benefits to builders and homeowners. Insulation 
Institute recently spoke with Gerard “Gerry” McCaughey, Chief 
Executive and Chairman of Entekra, which offers a fully integrated 
offsite construction solution. While there are many benefits to the 
process, we highlight four undeniably appealing ones for builders.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

How is Your Home's Attic Performing? 

Featuring: Member company Southeast Energy Solutions 
 
Southeast Energy Solutions offers an array of easy-to-use stock and 
custom-sized insulation products for residential attics, kneewalls and 
more. If you're a homeowner looking to save energy using a low-cost 
product that can be installed on your own, take a look! Builders: 
Southeast Energy Solutions provides bulk pricing for imprving the 
energy efficiency of all the homes you build! 
 
See Owner Mike Arthur in action in the video below and visit their 
website for more information! 
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Just Launched: Student Design Competition 
for NCBPA's High Performance Training & 
Career Center - on Wheels! 

Yesterday, NCBPA took the first step in our largest fundraising 
campaign ever to design and building a High Performance Training 
and Career Center on Wheels that will be used to educate students, 
their parents and faculty across the state on career opportunities in 
building performance. Once built, the mobile tiny home will be 
provided to high schools, colleges and universities across the state 
to host workshops, attend job fairs and more. 
 
NCBPA student members are encouraged to submit their designs for 
the tiny home by March 10th to be included in a national social media 
campaign to select a winning design. 
 
Industry Pros are encouraged to contribute funds, product and 
material donations to support the build. If successful, we'll turn over 
the funds and materials to a community college to build the tiny home 
as part of their course curricula. 
 
Click here for more information and contact us to get involved! 

 

 

 

 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
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Henry Company 
Apex, NC 

 
AirCycler 

Marshfield, MA 
 

E2 (Environmental Entrepreneurs) 
Washington, DC 

 
AirTight FaciliTech 

Charlotte, NC 
 

SfL+a Architects 
Raleigh, NC 

 
Atlantic Energy Concepts 

Raleigh, NC 
 

Energy Systems Group 
Newburgh, IN 

 
Building Clarity 

Raleigh, NC 
 

Piedmont Service Group 
Raleigh, NC 

 

 

NAIMA & Insulation Institute 
Washington, DC 

 
Southeast Energy Solutions 

Lynchburg, VA 
 

Energy Solutions 
Charlotte, NC 

 

 

  

  

Membership Dues Investment Report: 
 
2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues in 
one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do more, 
or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are allocating 
these investments: 
 

 Workforce Development: $654 
 Policy & Legislation: $654 
 Consumer Education: $404 
 Market Valuation: $104 

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
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Industry Lobby Days: March 5 - 6 in Raleigh 

* 12 legislator meetings are confirmed with more coming! * 
 
NCBPA welcomes all industry pros to join us at the Legislature 
in Raleigh on March 5 – 6 for two days of legislator meetings to 
garner support for our industry’s most critical policy and 
legislative initiatives. Attend one or both days. Participation is 
fun, inspiring and easy! Bring your industry passion and 
business cards. We’ll handle the rest! 
 
Thank you Ingersoll Rand for sponsoring these important 
events! Learn about their exciting sustainability initiatives here.  
 
Click here to read about last year's successful events!  
 
Click here to register. 

 

  

  

  

AeroBarrier Lunch-n-Learn: March 8 in Greensboro 

You've probably heard about it, but do you know how it really 
works? Join us on March 8th in Greensboro for a FREE lunch-
n-learn with AeroBarrier, winner of the Best in Show Award at 
the 2018 International Builders Show. Learn how this innovative 
technology can help your homes perform!  
 
Click here for more info and to register.   

 

  

  

  

Light Commercial Performance Testing 
Workshop: March 13 in Raleigh 

High Performance Building Solutions and Retrotec are 
presenting a Light Commercial Performance Testing Workshop 
that is open to residential and commercial contractors, 
architects, commissioning agents, product suppliers and 
industry professionals. Register to learn more or sharpen your 
skills on air barrier requirements and performance testing 
commercial buildings. The half-day in-building educational 
workshop will teach the ins and outs of meeting the newly 
mandated air barrier requirements in North Carolina’s 
commercial energy code, effective January 1, 2019. AIA HSW 
and BPI credits available.   
 
Exhibitors include: 

 Retrotec 
 Tnemec Company 
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 Spirit Sales Group 
 Mosher Engineering 

 
Click here to register! 

 

  

  

  

Industry Networking Event: March 13 in 
Raleigh 

Join your industry peers at Trophy Brewing for a free networking 
event following our commercial performance testing 
workshop. All members and prospective members are 
welcomed! NCBPA staff, Board Members and members will be 
in attendance to discuss our industry's needs and opportunities 
on workforce development, policy, consumer education, market 
valuation and much more!  
 
Click here for more information and to register! 

 

  

  

  

Member Presentation on Building 
Performance at Lake Norman HBA: March 14 

WHAT IF?... Building Performance Practices became the 
norm... Join us for an informative panel presentation and 
discussion of Reasons, Remedies and Rewards of 
implementing building performance practices above the norm of 
building code. The event will begin with a panel of experts 
addressing three areas instrumental in designing and building 
high performance homes. Following the panel presentations, 
we will look at how the three areas perform in a myraid of code 
and green building systems. This process will utilize energy 
performance tools to create a design hybrid that provides 
exemplary energy performance, while also making good 
economic sense. Join us for some surprising design 
conclusions and the opportunity for much discussion by all 
attendees. 
 
Click here for more information and to register! 

 

  

  

  

Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist 
Workshop: March 19 - 20 in Raleigh 

Join fellow industry pros for a two-day classroom and field-
based workshop in Raleigh that educates new and experienced 
professionals on how to properly encapsulate crawl spaces! 
This is NCBPA's second workshop using a new curricula, 
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training manual and resources developed in partnership with 
Ultra Aire, Santa Fe Dehumidifiers and Advanced Energy. 
Members receive discounted pricing and opportunities to exhibit 
and present are available! 
 
Click here for more information and to register!  

 

  

  

Visit Our Events Calendar 

  

 

  

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 International Builders Show: Feb 19-21, Las Vegas, NV 
 Building Enclosure Council Tour of One Glenwood Ave: Feb 20, Raleigh, NC 
 RESNET Building Performance Conference: Feb 25-27, New Orleans, LA 
 NC Home Inspector's Association Conference: Feb 27-Mar 1, Durham, NC 
 Mid-Year Energy Summit: Feb 28, Greensboro, NC 
 2019 UNC Clean Tech Summit: Feb 28-Mar 1, Chapel Hill, NC 
 USGBC NC: Practitioner Perspectives on LEED v4: Feb 28, Greensboro 
 2019 ACCA Conference & Expo: Mar 4-6, San Antonio, TX 
 HERS Associate Certification Course: Mar 7, Raleigh, NC 
 NAESCO's 2019 Federal Market Workshop: Mar 14, Washington, DC 
 USGBC NC: LEED + WELL Project Team Panel & Tour: Mar 21, Charlotte, NC 
 Air Barrier Association of America (ABAA) Conference: Mar 26-27, Norfolk, VA 
 Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: Apr 27-28 and May 4-5, Triangle, NC 
 NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh, NC 
 Habitat X 2019 Summer National Conference: Jun 12-14, Bozeman, MT 
 North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY 
 DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA 

 

 

  

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities 
 

 

  

 

 

Join a Committee to Create New Opportunities! 

NCBPA's Board of Directors just held the first round of launch 
meetings for our 2019 Committees. Now, we're looking for member 
professionals of all backgrounds and experience levels to participate 
in this important work! NCBPA's 2019 Committees include: 

 Building & Energy Codes 
 Consumer Education 
 Market Valuation 
 Passive House 
 Policy & Legislation 
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 Workforce Development 
 
Email us at Info@BuildingNC.org to join! 

 

  

  

 

 

Looking for an Intern? Let us help! 

Send us your Intern and Job postings to be listed on our website! 
And, if you're looking for a position, send us your resume to be 
connected to hiring companies! NCBPA is proud to share the 
resumes of these students seeking internships with our member 
companies: 
 
Click here to view resumes for available candidates! 

 

  

  

 

 

Have a Job Opening at your Company? 

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online Job 
Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available with 
member and partner companies, including: 
 

 AirtTight FaciliTech: four HVAC positions available 
 Siemens: more than 150 positions available in NC 
 NAHB: Program Manager for Sustainability and Green 

Building in Washington, DC 
 Ingersoll Rand: more than 135 positions available in NC 
 Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic 
 Above and Beyond Energy: HERS Rater or RFI in Raleigh 
 Advanced Energy: Building Science Technician in Raleigh 
 GreenServe: Home Performance Technician in China Grove 

 

  

  

Now availabble on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal: 
 

 NCBPA's 2019 Legislative Agenda summary. 
 Links to helpful educational resources on building science. 
 All of the members-only reports, survey results and more that we've ever produced! 
 Contact information for NCBPA's preferred vendors for insurance, HR and more. 
 Webinar recordings from 2017 and 2018. 

 
The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link below 
and use "MembersFirst" when prompted.  

 

Visit Our Member Portal 

  

 

 

  

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff 
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Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as 
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our work to 
benefits our members and industry!  

 

  

  

Smart Buildings Mean Smart Businesses 

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings Specialist 
 
The latest generation of smart technologies, 
automation and interconnected systems are raising the 
"energy IQ" of commercial buildings. Companies are taking 
advantage of these innovations, putting them to work to 
raise energy efficiency and reduce overhead costs. 
Commercial retrofit projects with technologies that respond 
to changes in occupancy, usage, weather, daylighting and 
even utility rates to maximize energy efficiency and being 
seen more and more with advancing technologies and 
product innovation. Individual smart technologies have 
even greater potential for energy efficiency when 
networked together into a web-based energy management 
platform that monitors and optimizes whole-building 
performance.  
 
The first step in having your building analyzed for 
potential web-optimization is performing an energy audit 
on your existing systems and utility expenses. Reference 
free resources such as the American Council for 
an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) website, which is 
filled with information about the types of smart solutions 
available, potential savings from these technologies and a 
wealth of case studies that can be referenced for 
various approaches.   

 

 

 

  

  

Under Construction: A Resource for the Skilled 
Workforce 

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director compliments of 
the Insulation Institute, NCBPA Allied Partner  
 
Building professionals across the country acknowledge 
one of the central challenges facing construction today is 
recruiting talented tradespeople. Ryan Miller, Founder and 
Executive Director of North Carolina Building Performance 
Association (NCBPA), a five-year-old not-for-profit 
association, is working on a solution: a toolkit of career 
resources for individuals interested in joining the high-
performance building industry as a tradesperson. The 
resources will help guide students and others interested in 
the trades on the various career pathways in high-
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performance residential, commercial, and industrial 
buildings.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

Get Involved in Industry Growth Initiatives 
 

Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to 
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most 
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so 
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your peers 
and learn valuable market insight!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
We are still waiting to hear back from Triangle MLS about 
their participation in our "greening" project that was agreed 
to in January. 
 
Ryan will be at the International Builders Show this week 
seeking support on this topic, while Curt will be presenting 
on our 2018 sale price report at the RESNET conference in 
two weeks. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Do you have strong relationships with MLS organizations, 
realtors, appraisers and lenders in your market(s)? If so, 
contact us to coordinate efforts to garner their support for 
this work and begin the process of selling the value of 
"green" MLS improvements. We'll work with you to schedule 
meetings, training events and on-site tours with local 
stakeholders to help garner support for these efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
The long legislative session has just started but NCBPA 
staffers Ryan Miller and Marissa Nixon have already made 
strong headway by garnering support for our 2019 
Legislative Agenda and lining up more than a dozen 
legislator meetings for our upcoming Lobby Days. 
 
On Feb 5th, Ryan and Curt attended NCHBA's quarterly 
meetings to seek out support for our code and legislative 
priorities. During the first meeting of the day, a 30-minute 
discussion on our proposal to add an Energy seat to the NC 
Building Code Council was held and a vote to support it was 
put forward but subsequently withdrawn by a supporter. 
While NCHBA's support of this issue would be helpful, at this 
time the association has no formal position on the topic and 
NCBPA is seeking a bill sponsor to support this legislation. 
 
In the past two weeks, our staff has also held meetings with 
PENC, ASHRAE and USGBC to garner support for our short 
and long-term policy initiatives. USGBC advertised our 
Lobby Days in their newsletter last week and we're in 
discussions with each of these organizations about working 
together on policy advocacy work in 2019. 
 

 



13

Lastly, NCBPA is developing an advocacy campaign 
surrounding improved affordability for high performance 
homes and buildings. This campaign will combat persistent 
false narratives that our industry's work contribute to 
housing affordability issues, in particular. Look for more 
information soon. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Register for Lobby Days on March 5 - 6 to support our 2019 
Legislative Agenda and learn how to become an advocate 
for our industry! 
 
NCBPA's Board of Directors has formed a committee to 
support the association's policy work with the help of 
member professionals. Click here for more information 
including steps to join the committee.  
 
If able, please contribute to our advocacy and lobbying 
budget. NCBPA is currently funding this work through a 
small portion of membership dues alone. To make it through 
the long session, we need your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
We are currently working to prioritize our workforce 
development activities through a variety of working groups 
and project teams. The top priorities established by our 
Board Members thus far include finalizing our Career 
Pathways resources and completing the development of the 
four Apprenticeship programs we have been working on with 
the NC Community College System. 
 
In addition, we continue to book presentations to community 
college, technical college and university students to educate 
them about career opportunities in our industry. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Here's a few ways to get involved: 

 Participate in NCBPA's Workforce Development 
Committee. 

 If your company is interested in hosting an 
Apprentice for a 1 - 2 year term, let us know! We're 
looking for company sponsors to be the first to host 
apprentices for residential and commercial work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCBPA UPDATE:  
NCBPA's Board of Directors is working with our staff to 
outline priorities and goals for the new Committee in 2019. 
 
MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:  
Join our Consumer Education Committee to help set the 
priorities and goals for this important work in 2019! 
 
Take a look at the content on our consumer education 
websites www.HomeEnergyNC.org and 
www.BuildingPerformnceNC.org and let us know what 
additions and changes we should make! We'll be happy to 
include your company's case studies, videos, photos and 
content recommendations in either site. 
 
Know of a large company or organization that believes in 
sustainability or works in our industry? Work with us to host 
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a workshop for their employees using our HomeEnergyNC 
workshop! 

 

 

Industry News Headlines 
 

 North Carolina cities' climate goals may be out of reach without state, utility support 
 What does the future hold for utility electricity efficiency programs? 
 Advancing the landscape of clean energy innovation 
 Trump administration seeks to roll back light bulb efficiency rule 
 Can this old house save the planet? How existing buildings could fix climate change 
 Why building codes make our cities and communities more resilient 
 The 2019 State of Green Business Report 
 LEED finally lives up to its promise 
 Cornell using machine learning to aid in energy savings 
 NAHB: Use energy savings to sell homes 
 The dotted line: putting together the pieces of a modular project contract 
 Department of Energy invests $11.5 Million in Building America industry 

partnerships for high performance housing innovation 
 

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ryan Miller 
Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
 

Curt Hurd 
Residential Buildings 
Curt@BuildingNC.org 

 

Abby Coulter 
Commercial Buildings 
Abby@BuildingNC.org 

 

Marissa Nixon 
Policy & Research 

Marissa@BuildingNC.org 
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