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Dear Members,

I'd like to start off this newsletter with a THANK YOU to the member professionals that
took time out of their schedules to complete our annual member satisfaction survey. The
results are very helpful for our staff and Board of Directors as we seek continuous
improvement opportunities in how we work and what we work on. A summary of the
results is linked below for your reference. It's available in our new Member Portal - as are
several other resources - so please get familiar with it!

Our staff has had a very busy two weeks, as I'm sure you have as well. We've been
speaking to students, researching code changes, scheduling meetings with legislators,
putting the final touches on our new commercial buildings education website, scheduling
our next round of in-person meetings and so much more. I hope that you find the
updates we've provided in this newsletter helpful and insightful to your work.

If you need some fun reading during the week, in addition to the articles we've provided
below, take a look at this one: "Sexy or not, here comes energy efficiency for buildings"
in Clean Technica. I was thrilled to see this headline on my LinkedIn feed and look
forward to this series. I recorded a podcast about NCBPA's work with a national
podcaster yesterday and we'll be releasing some of our own articles in the coming
weeks. Be on the lookout!

Have news, photos or case studies to share? Send them to us via email, Twitter or via
our staff's LinkedIn accounts! We're committed to #MembersFirst in 2019 and will be
reaching out to all our member companies more directly to learn what we can do to
support you.

And now... I hope you enjoy our new bi-weekly newsletter!

Your Friend in Building Performance,

Ryan Miller
Founder & Executive Director

#MembersFirst: Members in the News
Utilities Are Accelerating Microgrid Investments
in Innovative and Strategic Ways

https://cleantechnica.com/2019/01/20/sexy-or-not-here-comes-energy-efficiency-for-buildings-cleantechnica-interview-part-1/
mailto:Info@BuildingNC.org
https://twitter.com/NCBuildings
http://buildingnc.org/about/staff/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZimmxcfkupM&feature=youtu.be


Featuring: NCBPA Allied Partner Duke Energy and member
company Schneider Electric

The electric utility sector is at a crossroads between centralized
generation and distributed energy resources (DERs),
with 2018 DER deployments exceeding additions for centralized
generation. Microgrids represent one platform that can transform
DERs into systems that offer resiliency services outside of
traditional utility service offerings. While utilities historically have
viewed the islanding functionality of microgrids with suspicion,
many are now investigating what role they could/should play in
this market. Microgrids are inching their way into the mainstream,
although the majority are deployed by non-utility vendors for third
parties. However, growing interest and regulatory support for
community microgrids and microgrids designed to bolster the
overall distribution system are opening the door for utilities to play
a larger and undefined role.

Click here for the full article.

How to Waterproof Your House with Prosoco
R-Guard System

Featuring: Prosoco's R-Guard, a product sold by NCBPA
member company Spirit Sales Group

Matt Risinger walks through how to waterproof a house properly
using Prosoco's R-Guard system. Click here for the video.

Q&A: Siemens' CEO Sees a Skills Gap in the
U.S.

Featuring: Siemens, member company

When the German industrial conglomerate Siemens wanted to
open a gas turbine plant in Charlotte, N.C., in 2011 the company
needed to fill 1,500 new jobs—but quickly realized that despite
more than 10,000 applicants, it wasn’t finding enough people with
the right skills. So Barbara Humpton, chief of the company’s U.S.
operations, launched a program more familiar in Germany than
America: a highly structured apprenticeship. To build the
workforce it wanted to hire, Siemens would pay people to learn

https://www.navigantresearch.com/news-and-views/taking-vpps-to-the-next-level
https://www.greenbiz.com/article/utilities-are-accelerating-microgrid-investments-innovative-and-strategic-ways
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZimmxcfkupM&feature=youtu.be


new skills at a local college, and eventually move them into full-
time jobs at the factory. It worked. And today, with American
companies complaining about a “skills gap” between their job
openings and the applicants they’re seeing, Humpton said she
believes Siemens’ approach could serve as a model. “I think it’s
where we need to focus as the economy shifts into this new
digital era,” she said in an interview.

Click here for the full article.

Going to IBS or RESNET? Stop by Owens
Cornings' CoLab or Bourbon Street Party!

Featuring: Owens Corning, NCBPA Allied Partner

Visit our brand-new interactive exhibit and all-new CoLab® small
group learning sessions. Get insights on topics that fuel your
business, while you refresh yourself with
complimentary beverages. The Owens Corning Pavillion is
located in the outdoor exhibit area, near the convention center
entrance. Enjoy interactive stations and insights on whole-home
solutions inspired by the way homeowners live today. Click here
for the full article.

Owens Corning will also be at the upcoming RESNET
Conference in New Orleans and is hosting an after-hours party on
February 25th from 7 - 10pm on Bourbon Street that is open to all
NCBPA members attending. RSVP via email to Cody Wilson to get
your name on the list! Food and drinks provided complimentary of
Owens Corning and Retrotec!

Do I Really Need to Test My Homes?

Featuring: Sam Myers of Retrotec, NCBPA Allied Partner and
New Board Member

As a training consultant for a blower door manufacturer, I train
and certify builders and other industry pros on the equipment
and test methods. After completing around 60 of these
trainings, ranging from one-to-ones to classroom-size groups,
I've noticed that the same questions come up again and again.
I thought it would be useful to offer answers to the top half-
dozen questions I hear from my students. Here they are.

Click here for the full article.

NCBPA's 2017 Market Valuation Report
Referenced in Recent NAHB Article

Featuring: NCBPA's 2017 Market Valuation Report

Homes are increasingly being designed, constructed and
operated toward the greener end of the construction continuum.
And many of the design features associated with green building
carry direct consumer benefits, such as greater comfort, lower
utility bills, reduced maintenance and increased value. New
research only continues to reinforce the benefits of green building.
For example:

A recent study by the American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy found that every dollar invested in
energy efficiency yields $1.24 to $4 in benefits.
An EPA analysis  of upgrading homes to ENERGY STAR

https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2019/01/16/barbara-humpton-skills-gap-apprenticeships-000871
http://www.owenscorningcolab.com/owens-corning-ibs-2019-colab-session-topics-speakers
mailto:Cody.Wilson@OwensCorning.com
https://www.eeba.org/news
http://aceee.org/research-report/u1402
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_sealing.hm_improvement_methodology


insulation and air sealing requirements showed that
owners saved an average of 11% on annual utility bills.
A sales price analysis in the latest North Carolina Building
Performance Association study showed that high-
performance homes, on average, have a 9.5% higher sale
price.

Click here for the full article.

Click here for NCBPA's 2017 Market Valuation Report.

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies

No new members in the past two weeks...

But we're working on it!

Know someone that should be a member
company? Please let us know!

Ultra-Aire & Santa Fe Dehumidifiers

Centricity

Southern Energy Management

Icon Custom Builders

Performance Point

Duke Energy Progress

Membership Dues Investment Report:

2019 membership dues offer companies an opportunity to invest a portion of their dues
in one of NCBPA's four strategic plan categories. Doing so directs NCBPA's staff to do
more, or less, work in these areas throughout the year. So far, here's how members are
allocating these investments:

Workforce Development: $602.09
Consumer Education: $302.08
Policy & Legislation: $252.08
Market Valuation: $102.08

http://buildingnc.org/wp-content/uploads/NCBPA-2017-Inventory-Report_030918.pdf%5d
http://nahbnow.com/2019/01/green-building-becoming-the-standard-for-new-homes/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/research/
https://www.ultra-aire.com/
https://www.santa-fe-products.com/
https://centricity.com/
https://southern-energy.com/
http://www.iconcustombuilders.com/
https://www.theperformancepoint.com/
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/residential-new-construction


Upcoming NCBPA Events

Industry CEO Roundtables

Owners and operators of architecture, construction,
contracting, product manufacturing and other NC firms to
participate in roundtable discussions on topics including:
Workforce Development, Trade Licensure, Building Codes,
Consumer Education, Market Valuation and much more.
Half-day meetings starting in January open to NCBPA member
companies only.

The first roundtable for Home Energy Rating companies will
be announced this week. Be on the lookout for an invitation!

Click here to express interest in a roundtable!

Light Commercial Performance Testing
Workshops - Final Chance to RSVP

Residential and commercial architects, contractors and
building scientists of all knowledge levels are welcomed to
register for this one-day educational workshop providing
classroom and hands-on in-building training on how, why and
when to performance test light commercial buildings. NC’s
new energy code offers new opportunities for contractors and
greater incentives for architects to learn about this invaluable
service. Learn how to identify and recommend improvements
for a wide variety of energy, water, air leakage, comfort and
other performance issues through blower door testing, visual
inspection and more. Expert instructors from High
Performance Building Solutions - Meghan McDermott and
Francis Conlin - will lead the three-hour workshop. AIA HSW
and BPI credits available. 

Click here to RSVP!

Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist
Workshop: March 19 - 20 in Raleigh

Join fellow industry pros for a two-day classroom and field-
based workshop in Raleigh that educates new and
experienced professionals on how to properly encapsulate
crawl spaces! This is NCBPA's second workshop using a new
curricula, training manual and resources developed in
partnership with Ultra Aire, Santa Fe Dehumidifiers and
Advanced Energy. Members receive discounted pricing and
opportunities to exhibit and present are available!

Click here for more information and to register!

Additional upcoming NCBPA events include:

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efzosem6c170302d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efzosem6c170302d&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=hdxosptab&oeidk=a07efxeiruvd7293e70
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efxea6cn14a74750&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=hdxosptab&oeidk=a07efxeiruvd7293e70
http://buildingnc.org/resources/crawl-space-encapsulation-specialist-training-mar2019/


Energy Code Workshops - RSVP here
Industry Lobby Days - RSVP here
Participate in Market Valuation Meetings - RSVP here
Present to College and University Students - RSVP here
Join NCBPA's Young Professionals Group - RSVP here

Visit Our Events Calendar

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events
Calendar for these and other industry events:

Smart Ventilatioon & Smart Air Distribution Webinar: Jan 22 @ 1pm
RTCC Cleantech Connect Career Fair: Jan 30, Raleigh, NC
International Builders Show: Feb 19-21, Las Vegas, NV
RESNET Building Performance Conference: Feb 25-27, New Orleans, LA
NC Home Inspector's Association Conference: Feb 27-Mar 1, Durham, NC
Mid-Year Energy Summit: Feb 28, Greensboro, NC
2019 UNC Clean Tech Summit: Feb 28-Mar 1, Chapel Hill, NC
2019 ACCA Conference & Expo: Mar 4-6, San Antonio, TX
Air Barrier Association of America (ABAA) Conference: Mar 26-27, Norfolk, VA
Triangle Spring Green Home Tour: Apr 27-28 and May 4-5, Triangle, NC
NC State Energy Conference: Apr 30-May 1, Raleigh, NC
North American Passive House Network Conference: Jun 27-28, New York, NY
DOE Better Buildings Summit: Jul 10-11, Arlington, VA

Member Benefits, Resources and Opportunities
Is Your Company Looking to Offer Employee
Benefits for the First Time in 2019?

NCBPA's preferred HR Solutions provider is TriNet, a national
organization used by member companies (and NCBPA!) to
provide employee benefits, payroll and other HR and insurance
services. If you're looking in to offering benefits in 2019, or are
looking to switch providers, contact Chris Trainor at 919-674-5412
or Christopher.Trainor@TriNet.com for a free quote.

Want to Present at the 2019 NC State Energy
Conference?

NCBPA's staff is working on a presentation for the residential
track of the 2019 SEC that will help chart the course that passive
construction, renewable energy, energy storage and other energy
efficiency practices will take leading up to the next 2024 NC
building and energy code. Want to participate?

Contact Ryan Miller at Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 919-521-3385 to
discuss. We're looking for three to four speakers to present for 20
minutes each on these and other innovative topics.

Have a Job Opening at your Company?

Email it to us at Info@BuildingNC.org to be included in our online

http://buildingnc.org/resources/energy-code-workshops/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/industry-lobby-days/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/market-valuation/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/student-presentations/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/young-professionals/
http://buildingnc.org/events/
http://buildingnc.org/resources/industry-events/
https://www.trinet.com/
mailto:Christopher.Trainor@TriNet.com
https://ncenergyconference.com/
mailto:Ryan@BuildingNC.org
mailto:Info@BuildingNC.org


Job Board. More than a dozen positions are currently available
with member and partner companies, including:

NAHB: Program Manager for Sustainability and Green
Building in Washington, DC
Therma-Stor: Regional Sales Manager for Mid-Atlantic
Southern Energy Management in Raleigh:

Builder Services Associate
Solar Project Coordinator
Outside Solar Sales Associate

Performance Point in Charlotte:
Scheduling and Logistics Coordinator
Performance Consultants in Raleigh and Charlotte

Just added on NCBPA's Members-Only Portal:

NCBPA's 2019 Legislative Agenda summary.
Links to helpful educational resources on building science.
All of the members-only reports, survey results and more that we've ever
produced!
Contact information for NCBPA's preferred vendors for insurance, HR and more.
Webinar recordings from 2017 and 2018.

The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the link
below and use "PerformanceMatters" when prompted.

Visit Our Member Portal

Updates and Opportunities From NCBPA's Staff
Our staff is always hard at work on behalf of our members! For 2019, we're spending as
much time as possible focusing on #MembersFirst! Here are some updates on our
work to benefits our members and industry!

Want to Performance Test Your Commercial
Building in Raleigh or Charlotte? So do we!

From: Abby Coulter, Commercial Buildings
Specialist

Interested in receiving free performance testing in a
building owned by your company or a customer? We’re
seeking a light-moderate commercial building in both
Raleigh and Charlotte to host our new Light Commercial
Performance Testing Workshop in early March. We are
seeking an office, event, restaurant or meeting space
that will allow us to perform an hour-long air leakage test
with blower doors and common space for an hour-long
classroom-style presentation with room for 25 and some
exhibitors. Locations near downtown Raleigh and
Charlotte are preferred. As part of our #MembersFirst
campaign, we would love the opportunity to promote, test
and host this workshop at a member company’s building.
Please send your interest and building description to
Abby@BuildingNC.org, or call 828-507-2472. If you are
interested in participating in our event, RSVP on our

http://buildingnc.org/resources/job-board/
mailto:Abby@BuildingNC.org
http://buildingnc.org/resources/light-commercial-performance-testing/


website here!

Residential Builders: We Need You on Feb 5th
in Pinehurst!

From: Ryan Miller, Executive Director

Residential Builders: We need you to attend NCHBA's
next quarterly meeting on Feb. 5th in Pinehurst to voice
your support for three of NCBPA's priority pieces of
legislation relating to the home building industry.

Register to attend NCHBA's meeting and make plans to
participate in their Building Codes, Green Building and
Policy Committee meetings to express your support for
these three issues:

1. Adding an Energy seat on the NC Building Code
Council (for residential and commercial EE and
clean energy).

2. Modifying legislation from last session that now
exempts residential garages from meeting ANY
energy efficiency requirements

3. Supporting a pathway for Home Energy Rating
companies to be licensed (still developing issue).

Your support is needed to help influence other NCHBA
voting members that will discuss these issues at the
meeting. Our staff has these items on their agendas -
now, it's YOUR job to speak out and vote in support of
them!

Results from NCBPA's Annual Member
Satisfaction Survey Now Available

From: Marissa Nixon, Policy & Research
Coordinator

Thank you to all member professionals that took time
from their busy schedules to respond to our annual
member satisfaction survey! The results are incredibly
helpful to our work and offer insight into new benefits,
services and events for our team to work on in 2019.

Login to our Members-Only Portal using password
"PerformanceMatters" to download the results under the
"Annual Member Surveys and Reports" heading.

Did NC's New Energy Code Sneak Up On You?

From: Curt Hurd, Residential Buildings Specialist

As an NCBPA member, you have likely seen and heard
us referring to the new NC Energy Code quite a bit over
the past couple of years. Perhaps you didn’t really look
in to the details thinking you had plenty of time? Well,
2019 is here and with it comes code requirements. With

https://www.nchba.org/wp/events/quarterly-meetings-sign-up/
http://buildingnc.org/member-portal/


regard to the residential energy code, there are not a lot
of changes, but there have been some significant ones
in the following areas:
·      Insulation and fenestration requirements
·      Air barrier requirements
·      Duct testing requirements
·      An alternative performance-based compliance path
·      Changes to the use of REScheck

All buildings (residential and commercial) receiving a
permit after 1/1/2019 are subject to the new code. Click
here to view the new energy and other code
requirements. In conjunction with AIA, NCBPA held 18
energy code workshops in October and November
across the state. If you were not able to attend any of
those workshops, we plan to hold more in the coming
months. 

But, don’t wait! Login to our Member Portal using
password “PerformanceMatters” to download a recording
of our recent residential and commercial energy code
webinars offering an overview of the changes. Have
questions? Contact me for questions on the residential
code and Abby for questions on the commercial code.  

Get Involved in Industry Growth Initiatives
Your industry needs you! Contact us at Info@BuildingNC.org or 919-841-6207 to
participate in working groups and committee meetings on these strategic initiatives. Most
meetings are held via phone and most communications take place over email, so
participating is easy! Volunteer your time to support our industry, network with your
peers and learn valuable market insight!

NCBPA UPDATE:
We're actively working with member company Pivotal
Energy Solutions to develop a scope of work with Triangle
MLS that would result in the system being the first in the
country to auto-populate certification, rating and individual
measure fields to new and existing listings.

In addition, our staff is working with lender Kerry Langley
from Atlanta and realtor Mary Love of Asheville to pilot best
practices with Triangle-based builders. If you are a
Triangle-based builder that would like to learn more about
this opportunity, please reach out to Ryan Miller.

MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:
Do you have strong relationships with MLS organizations,
realtors, appraisers and lenders in your market(s)? If so,
contact us to coordinate efforts to garner their support for
this work and begin the process of selling the value of
"green" MLS improvements. We'll work with you to
schedule meetings, training events and on-site tours with
local stakeholders to help garner support for these efforts.

NCBPA UPDATE:
We're actively working with partner organizations, the
Governor's office, NC DEQ and other stakeholders to
develop plans for our priority legislation as we enter the
2019 long session in just two weeks. No members
completed our RSVP form to participate in upcoming
meetings with their legislators, so our staff has begun
scheduling meetings for NCBPA staff and partners to
meet with representatives starting in early February.

https://codes.iccsafe.org/category/North Carolina?year%5b%5d=Current+Adoption&page=1
http://buildingnc.org/member-portal/
mailto:Curt@BuildingNC.org
mailto:Abby@buildingnc.org
mailto:Info@BuildingNC.org


Of the 10 items on our priority list for 2019, most remain
active. Login to our Member Portal using password
"PerformanceMatters" to download a detailed update. Key
updates include:

Energy Seat bill is being drafted.
Public Buildings Energy Goals is being drafted.
C-PACE has been tabled due to lack of PACE
industry support and lack of progress on
constitutionality issue.
Several building code issues are being further
researched.
Cost effectiveness testing bill is being drafted but
only as a backup to progress with NCUC.
Utility EE % topic lacks clean energy industry
support to advance and will be further developed
during this session.

Two additional policy items are being worked by our staff:

First, Georgia's new low income housing development
program now requires green certification in its 2019 QAP
program requirements. NCBPA is evaluating how to do
the same in NC after introducing these opportunities in
2018.

Second, we are evaluating the best pathway for potential
licensure of HERS rating companies, which requires
legis lation. We are vetting the details with licensing
boards, legislators and at our upcoming CEO roundtable
for HERS rating company owners and operators.

MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:
Review the summary of our policy plans on our Member
Portal and let us know what feedback you have. If an
issue is of particular interest, let us know so that we can
schedule time to discuss with you or schedule meetings
with legislators.

If able, please contribute to our advocacy and lobbying
budget. NCBPA is currently funding this work through a
small portion of membership dues alone. To make it
through the long session, we need your support!

Want to help guide NC's energy codes future? Join our
committee and participate in a one question survey to
help prioritize our work!

NCBPA UPDATE:
Last week, NCBPA staff presented to nearly 75 students
at AB Tech and UNC Asheville about industry career
opportunities. This activity is one that our staff tries to
perform at least once a semester at all colleges and
universities in the state offering courses and degree
programs that support our industry. More student
presentations are already scheduled with Cape Fear CC
in Wilmington, Central Carolina CC in Pittsboro and
others.

Our staff is in the process of developing new resources -
such as Career Pathways and Apprenticeship programs -
that our industry will use in the coming months and years
to increase the talent pipeline for our companies and
support its existing workers. Our Young Professionals
group is being formed and we hope to have grant funding
soon to help fund the wealth of work these initiatives
require.

Where's part 3 of our Summit Report? We are holding on
the release of part 3 - which includes priority
recommendations and video highlights - so that we can
incorporate the wealth of feedback and support our
current work has received through the Duke University
Nicklas Institute's Energy Efficiency Roadmap process,

http://buildingnc.org/member-portal/
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/2019_qualified_allocation_plan.pdf
http://buildingnc.org/about/contribute/
http://buildingnc.org/membership/codes-committee/
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07efybyltejpwpqnkk/start


which is working to develop a state plan for energy
efficiency market development. Tim Gasper of member
company Siemens, a Summit presenter, is leading the
working group that will develop these recommendations.
Stay tuned for more!

MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:
Here's a few ways to get involved:

Volunteer to lead or participate in NCBPA's
Workforce Development Committee.
Participate in NCBPA's new Young Professionals
Group and help get it started!
If your company is interested in hosting an
Apprentice for a 1 - 3 year term, let us know! We're
looking for company sponsors to be the first to
host apprentices for residential and commercial
work.
Co-present with us to students at your local
college or university about career opportunities.

NCBPA UPDATE:
Be on the lookout for the official release of our new
commercial building owner and operator website as soon
as tomorrow! You'll receive a direct email when it's ready.

MEMBER SUPPORT NEEDED:
Take a look at the content on our residential website
www.HomeEnergyNC.org and our new website and let us
know what additions and changes we should make! We'll
be happy to include your company's case studies, videos,
photos and content recommendations in either site.

Know of a large company or organization that believes in
sustainability or works in our industry? Work with us to
host a workshop for their employees using our
HomeEnergyNC workshop!

Industry News Headlines
Women in the Construction Industry: Room for Growth
Study: Batteries are coming to N.C., but how many, how soon depends on policy
2019: The year to go Passive?
Duke Energy's rooftop-solar rebates tapped out for second straight year
New zero-energy homes almost to cost parity
HERS Raters boost EE competency for builders
AeroBarrier product featured on episode of This Old House
BPI accepting applications for persons to update certification programs
North Carolina fourth in country for HERS Ratings with 15,545 and 66 average
Bulletproofing against downturns

Need Help? Contact NCBPA's Expert Staff!

Ryan Miller
Executive Director

Ryan@BuildingNC.org

Curt Hurd
Residential Buildings
Curt@BuildingNC.org

Abby Coulter
Commercial Buildings
Abby@BuildingNC.org

Marissa Nixon
Policy & Research

Marissa@BuildingNC.org
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