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Ryan Miller

From: NCBPA <info@buildingnc.ccsend.com> on behalf of NCBPA <info@buildingnc.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 9:20 AM
To: Ryan Miller
Subject: NCBPA's #MembersFirst Newsletter: September 3, 2019

 

 

#MembersFirst Newsletter 
September 3, 2019 

 

Dear Members,  
 
I hope that you all had a great holiday weekend! 
 
As always, NCBPA's Staff and Board of Directors have been busy over the past two weeks 
on a variety of initiatives that we know are helping to move our market forward. Below, you'll 
see updates on three unique action alerts that your company, its employees, partners and 
customers can participate in to help improve utility incentive programs, minimum code 
requirements and more. 
 
Please have a look at the updates we've carefully prepared for you below and contact me 
to get involved! NCBPA's work is better with your direct involvement - and we hope that 
participation provides direct benefits to you and your company as well!  
 
I hope to see you at upcoming NCBPA and industry events. Make sure to say hello if you 
see me first! 
 
Your Friend in Building Performance, 

 

 

D. Ryan Miller 
Founder & Executive Director 
Ryan@BuildingNC.org 
919-521-3385 
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#MembersFirst: Members in the News 
 

 

  

Meet a Star of Energy Efficiency: How This 
Global Industrial Manufacturer Dropped Its 
Energy Intensity by Nearly a Quarter 

Featuring: Ingersoll Rand, member company 
 
With a strategy centered on sustainability and energy efficiency, 
Ingersoll Rand is playing an important role in mitigating global climate 
change. Along with its strategic climate brands Trane® and Thermo 
King®, the company is addressing demands for greater energy 
efficiency with lower greenhouse gas emissions in buildings, homes, 
industrial spaces, and transport markets around the world. 
 
In 2014, Ingersoll Rand publicly shared its global Climate 
Commitment, which became the foundation of how we would 
increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
related to our operations and products. The commitment aimed to 
reduce these emissions by 35% by 2020 compared to a 2013 
baseline and reduce the climate impact of our customers’ products 
by 50%. By the close of 2018, we had exceeded our goals and 
timeline by reaching a 53% product greenhouse gas footprint 
reduction while increasing operational energy efficiency by 45%.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Q&A with Kristina Held, Charlotte's First 
Passive House-Certified Architect 

Featuring: Kristina Held of member company Insight Architects 
 
Her commitment to the craft is evident the first time you meet Kristina 
Held, principal and partner at Charlotte, NC firm Insight Architects. A 
leader in Charlotte’s sustainable and environmentally friendly 
architecture scene, Kristina works with clients across the state to 
create beautiful and environmentally conscious homes and 
commercial properties.  
 
Kristina is Charlotte’s first and only Passive House-certified architect. 
In addition to her Passive House certification, Kristina is also LEED 
AD B+C certified. These internationally recognized energy efficiency 
standards signal her considered approach to sustainable 
architecture and design. Born in Germany and trained as an architect 
in Europe, Kristina also brings a unique perspective to architecture 
and building in the American Southeast.  
 
In this interview, we spoke with Kristina about why she loves 
architecture, the unique approach to environmentally conscious 
building in the US, and key things that homeowners and builders 
should consider when creating a property in relationship to its 
environment. 
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Click here for the full article. 

 

  

  

Diversity and Inclusion: Leading by Example 

Featuring: Franklin Energy, member company 
 
As our company grows, we are intent on evolving our culture and 
strategies to meet our objectives. Our purpose is to help ALL people 
use our world’s precious resources more efficiently. To achieve this, 
we believe that we must continue to mature in the Diversity and 
Inclusion (D&I)space. For Franklin Energy, diversity and 
inclusion means EVERYONE, not just a person of minority status. 
The fact is, the most successful companies are realizing and 
leveraging the benefits of inclusion in the workplace. Encouraging 
people from all different backgrounds, cultures, education levels, 
learning styles, etc. to share their insights only makes us stronger.  
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

Deltec Homes Wins DOE Housing Innovation 
Award for Custom Home in Mills River 

Featuring: Deltec Homes, member company 
 
This just in! The Department of Energy has recently announced the 
award winners for their 2019 Housing Innovation Awards. We are so 
thrilled to announce that our recent Ridgeline project, the first Zero 
Energy Ready Home in our area, was selected as one of this year’s 
winners!  
 
According to Sam Rashkin, Chief Architect at the U.S. Department 
of Enrgy’s Building Technologies Office, “Housing Innovation Award 
winners are leading a major housing industry transformation to zero 
energy ready homes. This level of performance is the home of the 
future because it improves the way Americans live by substantially 
reducing or eliminating utility bills, ensuring engineered comfort way 
beyond traditional homes, protecting health with a comprehensive 
package of indoor air quality measures, and helping maximize the 
largest investment of a lifetime.” 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

  

  

Governor Cooper Tours North Carolina School 
of the Future Designed by SfL+a Architects 

Featuring: SfL+a Architects, member company and NCSEA, 
partner organization 
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In this episode of NCSEA's Squeaky Clean Energy Podcast, we're 
on tour with NC Governor Roy Cooper at Jones County's brand new 
public school, which is "the best school in the state." With more than 
2,000 solar panels and over 60 geothermal wells, this school creates 
50% more energy than it uses. Tune in for Gov. Cooper's insight on 
clean energy in NC. Thanks to our sponsors SfL+a Architects and 
First Floor. 
 
Click here to listen to the Podcast. 

 

 

 

  

  

Building Efficiency: A Key Component to 
Meeting Energy Goals 

Featuring: PIMA, partner organization 
 
Since the 1970s, the United States has made a sustained effort to 
address its energy consumption through the adoption of strong 
energy efficiency policies. The building sector—both residential and 
commercial—currently represents more than 40% of our national 
energy consumption, 54% of natural gas consumption and more than 
70% of national electricity consumption. 
 
Buildings also emit over one-third of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, 
which is more than any other sector of the economy. When buildings 
waste energy needlessly, power plants work harder and put stress 
on the electric grid. Making our buildings more efficient is a practical 
way to help the environment, create jobs, and save money.  
 
Boosting energy efficiency alone can provide 40 percent of the 
necessary greenhouse gas emissions reductions to meet global 
targets and the work to implement these standards will lead to jobs 
in manufacturing, distribution, and installation. These improvements 
will save consumers billions of dollars in energy costs annually – 
money that can be invested back into the U.S. economy. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

  

  

E2 (Environmental Entrepeneurs) and NCBPA Submit 
Comment Letter in Support of Clean Energy Jobs 

NCBPA would like to thank partner organization E2 for leading an effort to 
submit concerns and recommendations to the Department of Commerce 
during the public comment period for its Clean Energy and Clean 
Transportation Workforce Assessment.  
 
Last week, partner organization E2 (Environmental Entrepreneurs) and NCBPA 
submitted a comment letter to Dr. John Hardin, Executive Director of the Office 
of Science, Technology and Innovation in the North Carolina Department of 
Commerce, in support of improved support for clean energy and clean 
transportation jobs in North Carolina. 
 
E2 and NCBPA have been working together throughout 2019 to support clean 
energy workforce opportunities across the state in support of the Governor's 
Executive Order #80 and the Clean Energy and Clean Transportation Workforce 
Assessment that the Department of Commerce is currently finalizing. 
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Click here to read the letter. 

 

  

  

Bentley's 4 Rules for High-Performance Homes 

Featuring: Insulation Institute, Allied Partner 
 
Jeff Bentley is a fifth-generation home builder who’s built more than 4,000 
houses and sold more than 2,000 homes in more than 45 years in residential 
construction. He’s also a HERS rater, LEED Green Builder and REALTOR® 
whose counsel on energy-efficient home building is highly sought 
after. Insulation Institute reached out to Bentley to find out what practices can 
help builders meet more stringent energy efficiency code requirements and 
dramatically improve the way homes are built in America. Here are Bentley’s 
four rules for high-performance homes. 
 
Click here for the full article. 

 

 

 

 

Updates from NCBPA 
 

Here are some highlights of recent NCBPA communications, events, ongoing advocacy 
campaigns and ways that you can get involved in our work! For more information, login to 
our new Member Portal and type in password "PerformanceMatters" when prompted.  

 

  

  

 Building Commissioning: We have developed a work plan for the next few months 
that involves code change proposals, key stakeholder education and training 
workshops. Contact us if you and your company would like to get involved in these 
advocacy activities and events.  

 Policy & Legislation: We continue to identify ways to restart progress on HB330, 
currently stalled because of Sen. Paul Newton. Separately, work has already begun 
on our 2020 Legislative Agenda.  

 Workforce Development: We continue to reach out to universities and colleges 
across the state about speaking to their students about industry career opportunities. 
Contact us to schedule a presentation with students at your areas's colleges and 
universities.  

 Signed a new partnership with PHIUS to help promote opportunities for residential 
and commercial Passive House construction with our members - look for more info 
later this week. 

 Finalizing dates and tracks for our 2020 Conference to be held in Raleigh. 
 Working with NCDOI to clarify several energy code interpretations that were 

discussed in our recent workshops - email to be provided soon. 
 Preparing for the bi-monthly Duke Energy Energy Efficiency Collaborative meeting 

taking place tomorrow, where we will continue our efforts to expand the Duke Energy 
Residential New Construction program.  
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Volunteers Needed: Help Develop and Instruct a New 
Course on Energy Code Requirements for Residential 
and Commercial Mechanical Systems 

As a follow-up to our recent Energy Code Workshop series with AIA, the NC 
Building Inspectors Association (NCBIA) has asked NCBPA for help in 
developing and delivering a new workshop series for code officials on energy 
code requirements for residential and commercial mechanical systems. The new 
curriculum must be developed by October 1st with two-hour workshops to be 
held next January, February and March across the state. All expenses paid for 
travel to and from the workshops. 
 
Want to help? Contact Ryan Miller at Ryan@BuildingNC.org or 919-521-3385 
to discuss your involvement. 

 

 

 

  

  

Action Alert! Submit Comments and Attend NCHFA's 
Public Hearing Tomorrow in Support of Energy 
Efficient Affordable Housing 

Each year, North Carolina Housing Finance Agency (NCHFA) asks for public 
comments on the minimum standards of its Qualified Allocation Plan(QAP) that 
sets construction and energy efficiency requirements and options for Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) projects, mostly for multifamily new 
construction rentals and some rehabs.  
 
Also each year, organizations like NCBPA submit comments in support of 
increasing the minimum energy efficiency standards and available incentives for 
developers that go above and beyond. As in past years, NCHFA’s 2020 QAP 
does not increase energy efficiency requirements at all. 
 
Unfortunately, the minimum standards are still set to ENERGY STAR 2.0 – a 
program that technically does not exist any more and is also below North 
Carolina’s new 2018 Energy Conservation Code, making the requirements 
unlawful. 
 
NCBPA encourages all industry professionals to file comments in support of the 
many building performance and energy efficiency recommendations included in 
our public comments.  
 
Click here to view NCBPA's comments submitted last week and make plans to 
speak out at the public hearing meeting in Raleigh tomorrow afternoon! 2 - 4pm 
at NCHFA: 3508 Bush Street, Raleigh. 

 

 

  

  

Action Alert! Submit Public Comments in Support of 
the Duke Energy RNC Program Expansion to the 
Carolinas Territory 

Let the NC Utilities Commission know that Duke Energy and Piedmont 
Natural Gas need the Commission's intervention in order to expand Duke 
Energy's highly-beneficial Residential New Construction Program to the 
Carolinas Territory! 
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Click here to view NCBPA's comments submitted three weeks ago that include 
an independent analysis on the benefits of the program's expansion. 

 

  

  

Action Alert! Send in Your Public Comments on North 
Carolina's New Clean Energy Plan by September 9th 

NCBPA staff, members and partners have been active participants in the 
development of the state’s new Clean Energy Plan that was initiated in the fall 
of 2018 with Governor Cooper’s Executive Order #80. After months of meetings, 
discussions, surveys, presentations and reports, the draft plan is ready for public 
comment ahead of the October 1, 2019 deadline.  
 
NCBPA encourages all industry professionals to file comments in support of the 
many building performance and energy efficiency recommendations included in 
the report.  
 
Click here to view NCBPA's comments and for instructions on how to send in 
your own. 

 

 

  

  

Participate in Our Codes Committee to Help Create the 
State's New Energy Code Cost-Benefit Analysis 

HB675 was signed by the Governor on July 26th. Rep. Brody's annual building 
code bill includes a new provision that the NC Building Code Council will have 
to develop and implement a new cost-benefit analysis for all future energy code 
changes. Read more about the bill in our Member Portal and participate in our 
monthly Building Codes Committee call to participate in a working group to draft 
the methodology. 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming NCBPA Events 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Final Energy Code Workshop with AIA NC 

September 12 in Greenville, NC 
 
There is just one workshop left in our Summer 2019 Commercial & 
Residential Energy Code Workshop Series being held with AIA NC. Thus 
far, we've had great attendance and are providing excellent educational 
opportunities. 
 
Click here to register for the last workshop being held in Greenville on 
September 12th. 
 
Use code "NCBPA" when checking out to obtain discounted pricing! 
Already purchased your ticket(s)? Email your receipt to Maggie 
Whittemore at AIA NC and request a refund for the difference.  
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Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist Workshop 

September 17 - 18 in Charlotte 
 
The Crawl Space Encapsulation Specialist Training is the best opportunity 
for industry professionals to learn how to design, install and maintain safe, 
healthy and high performance crawl spaces. New professionals will 
receive a comprehensive understanding of the building science of crawl 
spaces and learn how to make them perform well in both new construction 
and retrofit homes. Experienced professionals can sharpen their skillsets 
and familiarize themselves with the latest ventilation, drying and pest 
control practices to ensure their crawl space work exceeds code 
requirements and customer expectations. 
 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

  

  

 

 

Building Energy Efficiency: The Foundation of 
North Carolina's Clean Energy Future 

September 23 from 4:00 - 5:00pm in Boone 
 
Solar rooftops. Wind farms. Electric vehicles. Battery storage. Grid 
modernization. These are the clean energy topics that most North Carolina 
advocates, policymakers, utilities and consumers are focused on in 
2019. What’s missing? The largest, least-cost and most impactful sector 
of our state’s clean energy economy: energy efficiency. This sector, which 
employs more than 55% of the clean energy workforce and contributes 
nearly 4% to the state’s annual gross domestic product, is often overlooked 
and sometimes ignored entirely. With buildings consuming nearly 60% of 
our state’s annual energy usage and wasting nearly 17%, improving 
building energy efficiency could help to meet our clean energy goals 10 to 
15 years faster than current goals of 30 to 40 years from now. In doing so, 
the state and its citizens would benefit from lasting job creation, economic 
development, improved health and safety for citizens and workers, and 
much more. Learn how North Carolina can meet its clean energy, 
renewable energy and carbon emission goals by implementing an 
#EnergyEfficiencyFirst strategy. 
 
Click here for more information and to register. 

 

  

  

 

 

Commercial Building Performance Testing and 
Commissioning Workshop 

September 25 from 9:00am - 4:00pm in Charlotte 
 
Open to architects, engineers, contractors, building owners, facility 
managers and industry pros of ALL types, this one-day in-building 
educational workshop provides expert instruction on how, and why, to 
performance test a variety of commercial and multifamily buildings. Learn 
how to identify and recommend improvements for a wide variety of energy, 
water, comfort and other performance issues through blower door testing, 
visual inspection, utility bill analysis and more. 
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Click here for more information and to register. 

 
 

  

Get to Know NCBPA's Member Companies 
 

 

 

  

  

 

  
 

  

Upcoming Industry Events 
 

 

  

Looking for more events, workshops and conferences? Visit our Industry Events Calendar 
for these and other industry events:  
 

 Green Built Alliance Annual Member Appreciation Event: Sep 5, Asheville 
 NCHBA 21st Century Building Conference & Expo: Sep 10 - 12, Charlotte 
 ENERGY STAR Product Partners Meeting: Sep 10 - 12, Charlotte 
 IIBEC Exterior Wall Technology & Science Workshop: Sep 10 - 11, Raleigh 
 IIBEC Masonry Walls Workshop: Sep 12 - 13, Raleigh 
 Home Building Crossroads: 2015 Energy Code & High Performance: Sep 17, CLT 
 Better Buildings Webinar: Best of the 2019 Summit: Sep 17 
 Habitat for Humanity NC "Camp Habitat" Conference: Sep 18 - 20, Black Mountain 
 World Energy Engineering Conference: Sep 25 - 27, Washington, DC 
 The Net Zero Energy Building Conference & Expo: Oct 2 - 4, Los Angeles, CA 
 E4 Carolinas Federal/State Energy Policy Summit: Oct 4, Charlotte 
 NAHB Building Systems Housing Summit: Oct 6 - 8, Pittsburgh 
 New Buildings Institute Getting to Zero Forum: Oct 9 - 11, Oakland, CA 
 NCSEA Gala "Powering Our Future": Oct 10, Hillsborough 
 2019 RESNET Fall Board Meeting: Oct 17, Charlotte 
 E4 Carolinas Annual Meeting: Oct 28, Charlotte 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar  
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Visit Our Members-Only Portal For More! 
 

Login to our NEW Members-Only Portal for much more news and ways to get 
involved! The password for this members-only resource will change regularly. Click on the 
link below and use "PerformanceMatters" when prompted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Industry News Headlines 
 

 Mineral wool drives performance across the building enclosure 
 Bills for more energy efficient federal buildings pick up steam 
 Universal Design: A growing trend when building a forever home 
 FEMA calls for up-to-date building codes 
 Model developed to cut carbon emissions from buildings by 80 per cent 
 Achieving Zero creates framework to lower emissions in the built environment 
 ICC/RESNET collaboration on energy code compliance and home performance 
 7 skyscrapers leading the way to a green future 
 In pursuit of environmentally-friendly concrete 

 

Need Help? Contact Us! 
 

Ryan Miller 

Founder & Executive Director 

Ryan@BuildingNC.org 

General Questions 

Info@BuildingNC.org 

919-841-6207 
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919-521-3385 
   

 

  

North Carolina Building Performance Association | PO Box 868, Raleigh, NC 27602  

Unsubscribe ryan@buildingnc.org  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@buildingnc.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

 


